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The Society

The Archaeological Society of Delaware (ASD), now an active organization of about 100
members, was founded in 1933. At the time, there were no professional archaeologists in the
state. By contrast, today, an estimated 25 professionals are employed here full time in
government, academia, and private enterprise. The Society laid the foundation for this change,

and among its more important accomplishments are the following:

Excavated at least nine major and many minor historic and prehistoric archaeological sites.
2. Published the Bulletin of the Archaeological Society of Delaware, as well as several
monographs, which provide a permanent record of research in the area.
8. Successfully lobbied tor Delaware legislation to (1) protect archaeological sites from
vandalism, (2) create an Archaeological Review Board, and (3) hire a professional
archaeologist for the State.

4. Raised public awareness of the science of archaeology.

Provenance of the Archives

In 1955, ASD secretary Richard Quick compiled the correspondence and minutes that
were available to him into two bound volumes. Also in 1955, Herbert T, pratt wrote a brief
history of the Society (Paper No. 6), and in doing so, discovered that the Society had no more than
half of its publications. Over the next twenty years or so, Pratt, acting as unofficial archivist,
collected records and publications from older members, former officers and other sources.
James and Marianne Akerman, H. Geiger Omwake, Arthur G. Volkman, and Dr. Clinton A. Weslager
contributed materials from their collections. Ronald A. Thomas obtained four lots of
correspondence from Delaware State Archives; Dr. Allen G. Schiek bought the Archibald Crozier
papers at an auction; and Herbert T. Pratt bought some of the early pubiications from a rare book
dealer. Although there are still a few gaps in minutes of meetings, the file of Society publications
is now complete. At its October 8, 1994 meeting, the Board of Directors agreed to deposit its
archives in Special Collections at Morris Library of the University of Delaware, where they will
be avaiable for research. The most recent material (Box 8), was to be retained by the archivist
for the present. It and future materials will be deposited at the university annually, or less

frequently, depending on the amount accumulated.



Scope and Contents of the Archives 1.8 Miscellaneous Records, 1964-1966, one inch

Correspondence, Publicity, Minutes of general meetings, Minutes of Board of

Directors' meetings
The Society's archives consist of eight boxes of about five linear feet of correspondence,

minutes of general meetings, minutes of the Board of Directors' meetings, membership records 1.9  Minutes of Board of Directors' Meetings, 1967-1969

and directories, financial records, all ASD publications 1933-1996, annual reports of the

Eastern States Archaeological Federation which contain annual reports of the Society, and other 1.10 Miscellaneous Records, 1970-1978

miscellaneous records. Special collections include correspondence by Dr. Leon DeValinger and Correspondence, Minutes of general meetings, Minutes of Board of Directors' meetings

Archibald Crozier who were early secretaries, and newspaper publicity about the Society and its

members compiled mostly by Arthur G. Volkman. 1.11  Miscellaneous Records, 1979-1991

1.12  Meeting Notices, 1935-1953

Inventory of Box 1 (by folder number) 51 items
1.1 Finding Aid 1.13 Correspondence, Leon DeValinger, Secretary, 1933

Meeting notices, First proposal by H. G. Omwake to form a society, First constitution

1.2  Meeting Minutes and Treasurer's Reports

February 1933 to December 1952 1.14 Correspondence, Leon DeValinger, Secretary, 1934

Hard bound, 9" x 12", in chronological order

Compiled by Richard Quick 1.15 Correspondence, Leon DeValinger, Secretary, 1935-1936
1.3 Meeting Minutes and Treasurer's Reports 1.16 Correspondence, Leon DeValinger, Secretary, 1937-1940

December 1952 to November 1963 1.13-1.16 above donated by Delaware State Archives

Hard bound, 9" x 12", in chronologicial order

Compiled by Richard Quick 1.17  Publicity and Miscellaneous, Leon DeValinger, Secretary, 1933-1934,

Newspaper clippings, Meeting notices, First constitution

1.4 Minutes of Officers' Meetings Donated by Delaware State Archives

March 17, 1967 to December 6, 1974

Soft bound, 9" X 12", in chronological order 1.18 Archibald Crozier Papers, 1940-1952, one inch

_ News letters, Membership lists, Programs, Certificate of incorporation, Bylaws

1.5 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1952-1958, one inch “ Bought at auction and donated by Dr. Allen Schiek, 1959
1.6 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1959-1963, two inches 1.19  Tancopanican Chapter of ASD 1960-1973

Minutes of meetings, one inch
1.7 ASD 25th Anniversary Meeting, 1958



1.20 Kent County Chapter of ASD, 1976-1992, 10 items C. A. Weslager and L. T. Alexander, Indians of Delaware: Past and Present

Typescript of textbook written for use in Nanticoke Indian Mission School

213 a.
News letters, Membership lists, Programs, Certificate of incorporation, Bylaws

in Sussex County, Delaware, 54 pp, 9" X 12", 1942. Never published.
Inventory of Box 2 (by folder number) b. Anon., "The Stickler Site, A Conestoga Town, 1678-1717," two pp

c. Talk by H. G. Omwake, Archaeological Society of Maryland, March 17, 185&
2.1 Minquannan Chapter of ASD

: " ; ite,” 1975
iews, Josephine Albrecht, "Ceramics from the Caleb Pusey House Site,” 18
Minutes of meetings, 1957-1967 (Looseleaf notebook, 10" X 12") Peer Review p

i ine: Primer of Archaeology, 1959-1965
2.2 Designs for inksherds Mastheads Basic Outline

2.4  Delaware Franchise Tax and IRS Records, 1958-1994 Membership Records, ca. 1955-1985
Membership Records, Miscellaneous, 1933-1975
Lists of Life Members, 1976, 1994
Lists of Crozier Award recipients, 1976, 1994
List of Presidents, 1933-1994
Compiled by Herbert T. Pratt

2.5 Constitution and Bylaws Revisions, 1961 - 1993

2.6  Duties of Officers and Directors

Compiled by Herbert T. Pratt and Mary C. Sawyer, 1975
Compiled by Herbert T. Pratt, 1994

mbership Lists and Directories, 1933-1994
2.7 Archaeological Site Surveys, Miscellaneous, 15 items, 1955-1976 Me p

News Clippings and Obituaries of ASD Members and Their Activities, 24 items
Collected by Herbert T. Pratt

2.8 Minquannan Reservoir Correspondance, 1961

2.9 Publicity Brochures, six items .
Signatures of Qutstanding Members, 22 items

i Collected by Herbert T. Pratt, ca. 1980
2.10  Publicity

Newspaper and magazine articles relating to ASD, 1938-1950

Arthur S. Volkman Fund, Correspondence, Obituary, 1983
Compiled by Arthur G. Volkman

Publications by ASD Members Relating to Archaeology, 1962-1976

Four items by J. Akerman, N. Nielsen, M. Patterson, J. Kraft and R. Thomas

2.11  Correspondence Relating to Loan of ASD Library to State, 1974, and
ASD artifact collections. Herbert T. Pratt to Dolores Gibbons, 1-8-1978

Membership Dues Receipts, 1948-1956
Hard bound ledger, black binding, 5 3/4" X 9"

2.12  Inventory of Joeseph Wigglesworth Artifact Collection
As returned to ASD by the University of Delaware, 1974
Compiled by Elwood S. Wilkins, Jr.




Membership Dues Receipts, 1953-1956, Inventory of Box 4
Hard bound book, red binding, 3 1/2" X 6"
ASD Checkbook, Delaware Trust Company, 1953-1954, 3" x 7" Bulletin of the Archaeological Society of Delaware
No. 10, New Series, Winter 1870 through No. 31, New Series, Fall 1994
2.25 Membership Records, 1956-1975, 3" X 5" file cards in envelopes (See collation in Appendix 1.)
2.26 Membership Dues Receipts inventory of Box 5
Eight "The Secretary" notebooks, red/tan, 6 1/2" X 8"; 1955-1960, 1960-1962,
1962-1963, 1964, 1965, 1965-1966, 1966-1967, 1967-1968 News Letter, The Archaeological Society of Delaware, Nos. 1-20, 1939-1950
(See Appendix 2.) Donated by Arthur G. Volkman
2.27 Delaware Archaeological Board 1955-1961 Papers 1-10, 1939-1994 (See Appendix 3 for titles.)
Correspondence, Delaware Archaeology, Vol. 1, No. 1, Vol. 2, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 1966 Miscellaneous publications, four items (See Appendix 4 for titles.)

Donated by H. Geiger Omwake and Ronald A. Thomas

Inventory of Box 6

2.28 Archaeological Coordinating Committee, 1967-1968

Inksherds, the Newsletter of the Archaeological Society of Delaware

29 Nanticoke Indian Association, 1942. Chapter From No. 2.13a above Vol. 1, No. 1, 1955 - December 1994 (Ses collation in Appendix 5.)

References to two newspaper articles about the Association, 1969, 1971

Inventory of Box 7

2.30 Eastern States Archaeological Federation, 1938-1976

31 items. Correspondence, Programs, Directories, Constitution of 1938

7.1 Three audiotapes covering four speakers, ESAF Annual Meeting,

2.31 Bulletin of The Eastern States Archaeological Federation, 1941-1975 Wilmington, Delaware, November 9, 1958

Nos. 1-36, Contain ASD Annual Reports, not complete.

Bulletin of The Archaeological Society of New Jersey, Federation Number,Vol. 1, No. 2

Tape 1 William J. Mayer-Oakes, " Some Eariy Allegheny Vailey

Excavations"
2.32 Contents of Loose-leaf Notebook Kept by President Dolores Gibbons, 1978-1979 Tapes 1&2 Don W. Dragoo, "The Cresap Mound: A New Adena

Manifestation in the Upper Ohio Valley"

Inventory of Box 3 Tape2  W. Fred Kinsey, "Excavations on Bare island: The
Kent-Hally Site"

Bulletin of the Archaeological Society of Delaware Tape &  John Witthoft. "A Dry Ash Cave in Central Pernsivania
Vol. 1, No. 1, May 1933 through No. 9, New Series, Spring 1972
(See collation in Appendix 1.) 7.2 One videotape, S. Silsby, Stone Tool Technology, Smithsonian

Institution, 1/2" X 1250', 13 min., August 2, 1973



7.3 Two audiotapes, Lectures by John Witthoft, Second Annual ASD Seminar,

Wilmington, Delaware, April 23-26, 1964

Reel 1, side 1, 2nd lecture, 4-23-1964
Reel 2, side 2, 3rd lecture, 4-24-1964
Reel 2, side 1, 4th lecture, 4-25-1964
Reel 3, side 2, 5th lecture, 4-26-1964

Inventory of Box 8 (by folder number)

8.1

8.2

8.3

84

8.5

8.6

8.7

8.8

8.9

8.10

8.11

8.12

Finding Aid, 1933-1996

Correspondence Relating to the Revival of ASD, 1991-1993
Herbert T. Pratt and Ronald A. Thomas

Minutes of Special Reorganization Meeting, 1-20-1993

Minutes of Board of Directors' Meetings, 1993 -

Corporation Charter, State of Delaware, 11-16-1960

State Franchise Tax Records, 1995-

Bylaws, Old, Jan.1993-Feb. 1996

Bylaws, Current, 3-16-1996

Correspondence, 1993-

List of Officers and Directors, 3-15-1996

Membership 1993-
Application forms, Directories, 1993, 1994, 1996

Manuals, Duties of Officers, Directors and Committees, 1994, 1996

8.13

8.14

8.15

8.17

8.18

8.19

8.20

8.21

8.22

8.23

8.24

Annual Meetings,

8.13.1, 1993, minutes, program

8.13.2, 1994, minutes, program

8.13.3, 1995, minutes, program

8.13.4, 1996, minutes, program

ASD Publications Fund

8.14.1 Correspondence about Publications Fund

8.14.2 Resolution on Administration of Publications Fund

Tentative Budgets, 1995, 1996

Kent County Chapter

New Castle County Chapter

Chronology, Background Information

ASD Pubilicity Brochure, 1996

H. Geiger Omwake Award, 1996,

Herbert T. Pratt correspondence, Biography of Omwake

C. A. Weslager, "In Memoriam," by Herbert T.Pratt

ESAF Meeting in Wilmington, 10-26/29-1995

News about Members, Obituaries, 1995-



8.25 P. O. Box Rental Contract, 2-13-1996 Appendix 1

8.26 Greenbank Mill Award, 4-16-1996 .
Collation of

Bulletin of the Archaeological Society of Delaware

New Castie County Historic Preservation Award, 5-17-1996

8.27 Publicity, 1995-
This journal has been published intermittently since 1933. Volumes | through IX

8.28 ASD Board of Directors, Letter Alice Guerrant to Herbert T. Pratt, 10-15-1996 I’) contain from one to seven issues each. A sequential numbering system (New Series) was adopted
Recognizing his contributions to the Society in 1962. Volumes | and Il are mimeographed typescript with printed covers. Starting with
Volumes llI, all issues are printed. Format sizes have varied as footnoted. All publication dates
8.29  Correspondence, Artists Emblem Company, 1993- are listed below. A Table of Contents for all issues 1933-1965 is published in combined
Crozier Award plagues, Lapel pin Volumes 5 & 6, New Series, Fall 1967.
8.30 ASD Emblem, Photographic Negatives, 3" Diameter. for use in printing Volume Number Date
| 11 May 1933
8.31 Bulletin of the Archaeological Society of Delaware, 1995- 2 January 1934
3 March 1934
8.32 |Inksherds, 1995- 4 May 1934
5 October 1934
I 12 March 1935
October 1935
March 1936
Qctober 1936
53 October 1937
June 1938
7 October 1938
: 3 14 May 1939
2 October 1939
3 February 1940
4 February 1941
5 May 1942

T vol. 1, 8 1/2* X 11" format
2 yol II, No. 1 only, 8 1/2* X 14" format

3 Misprinted as Vol. Il, No. 15

10 4 vol. lll, No. 1 beginning 6" X 9" format 11
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Appendix 1, continued

Date

May 1943

May 1945
February 1946
November 1947
January 1949

December 1952

April 1954

December 1955

November 1957 4

March 1958

Nothing published between March 1958 and Spring 1962

New Series, Numbered Sequentially

1

gb
97

Spring 1962
Fall 1962
Spring 1964
Spring 1965
Fall 1967
Fall 1969
Winter 1970
Spring 1972
Spring 1972

4 Incorrectly dated November 1958. (See Bibliographic Note, New Series, No. 1)

5 Combined issue
6 AsD Emblem upside down

7 Reprint, Emblem correct position

12

\_/_Qlqu NMI’T_\b_QI
[10]8
119
1210
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

28
29
30
31

8 |ssue number not published, 8 1/2" X 11" format, spiral bound

9 " X 9" format
10 g 4/2" X 11" format revived

13

Appendix 1, continued

Date

Fall 1977
Spring 1978
Fall 1981

Fall 1982

Fall 1983
Winter 1983
Fall 1984
Winter 1984
Summer 1985
Winter 1985
Summer 1986
Fail 1986
Winter 1986
Summer 1987
Winter 1987
Summer 1989
Fall 1989
Winter 1990
Winter 1991
Fall 1992

Fail 1993

Fali 1994



Appendix 2 Appendix 3

Archaeological Society of Delaware

Arghgeolggicgl Society of Delaware

Papers
News Letter
No. 1 C. A. Weslager, The Coastal Aspects of the Woodland Pattern as Represented in

Delaware, October 1939, 8 pp

The News Letter

was published irregularly from 1939 to 1950, twenty issues in alf

it began as an untitled three- i i
ree-page notice of the meeting of February 4, 1939. With the next g e e, TR

issue, Augus i ws Le
gust 7, 1939, the title Ne s Letter was added. Publication numbers were added with

No. 3 C. A. Weslager and A. Crozier, Editors, Excerpts from Peter Kalm's Travels,

issue five, Se
ptembr 27, 1940. What appears to have been the jast issue (No. 20) was published

no date, 16 pp
August 1, 1950, .

No. 4 C. A. Weslager, Editor, Museum Inventories of Delaware Artifacts, December 1941,
18 pp

No. 5 Arthur G. Volkman, Editor, Excerpts from the Works of Henry David Thoreau,
November 1943, 11 pp

No. 6 H[erbert] T. Pratt, History of the Socisty, November 1958, 25 pp

No. 7 Arthur G. Volkman, Excerpts from the Journal of Henry David Thoreau,
December 1973, 12 pp

No. 8 Herbert T. Pratt, Doctor Benjamin Rush's Inquiry Into the Health and Medical
Practices of Indians, December 1974, 17 pp

No. 9 L. T. Alexander, Clay Tobacco Smoking Pipes from the Caleb Pusey House,
June 1978, 35 pp, Dedicated to Dr. A. Schiek, List of Pusey house publications

No. 9 L. T. Alexander, Clay Tobacco Smoking Pipes from th leb Pusey H

June 1978, [Corrected version], 46 pp, No dedication, No list of publications

No. 10  Herbert T. Pratt, Finding Aid for the Archives of the Archaeological Society of
Delaware 1933-1996, September 1997, 25 pp

14 15




Appendix 4

Archaeololgical Society of Delaware
Miscellaneous Publications

William B. Mayre, Indian Towns of the Southeastern Part of Sussex County, Delaware, March
1940, 16 pp (mimeographed)

A. R. Dunlap and C. A. Weslager, Indian Place Names in Delaware, 1950, 61 pp (printed)

Elwood S. Wilkins, Jr. and Richard C. Quick, The House on the Kirby Tract, Better Known as
Carson's or the Buck Tavern, 19786, 69 pp (printed)

Eileen C. Aist, Dining on Foods the Indians Gave Us, (A Project of the Minquannan Chapter),
No publication date, but issued October 1982, 63 pp (printed)

16

Appendix 5

Collation of Inksherds

The Newsletter of the Archaeological Society of Delaware

Inksherds was first published in October 1955. The first issue is not numbered and
does not have a masthead. The publication at first was issued five times a year, usually just

before public meetings of the Society. In later years, publication was erratic. Issues that were

misnumbered, misdated, or not published are cited in the collation. {nksherds was not published

between March 1988 and June 1991. Current policy calls for four issues per year in March,

June, September, and December.

Volume

Number

1

- a &~ W N

[ BN S ¢ I\

O A W N -

Date Comments
October 1955 No volume or issue number.
February 1956

April 1956 Issue number written in.
May 1956 Issued as Vol. 1, No. 2.
Not issued.

September 1956
November 1956
February 1957
April 1957

June 1957

September 1957
November 1957
February 1958
June 1958

July 1958

17



Vi

Vil

Vil

g Hh WO N = a ~ W N = LS L - O B S B A & WO N =

W -

H

September 1958
November 1958
January 1959
March 1959
June 1959

September 1959
November 1959
February 1960
April 1960

June 1960

September 1960
November 1960
February 1961
April 1961

June 1961

September 1961
November 1961
February 1962
April 1962

June 1962

September 1962
November 1962
February 1963
March 1963
April 1963
August 1963

18

Appendix 5, continued

Comments

Issued as Vol. Vil, No. 2.

Special issue, 1st Annual Seminar
Issued as Vol. Vill, No. 3.

Xi

Xl

Xl

- Number

o S~ W N = (42 B - S <> T A+ B o W N - g b W N =

o A W N =

Date
September 1963
November 1963
February 1964
April 1964

September 1964
November 1964
February 1965
April 1965
August 1965

November 1965
February 1966
April 1966

June 1966
September 1966

November 1966
February 1967
April 1967

June 1967

September 1967
November 1967
February 1968
April 1968 7.«
June 1968

19

Appendix 5, continued

Comments

Not issued.

New format adopted

Returned to old format

Not issued.




Volume
XIv

XVl

XVil

XVill

Number

A H W N = O A~ W N = g b WO N

g H WO N

g A W N =

Date
September 1968
November 1968
February 1969
April 1969
June 1969

September 1969
November 1959
January 1970
April 1970

May 1970

September 1970
November 1970
February 1971
April 1971

May 1971

September 1971

November 1971
February 1972
April 1972

May 1972

September 1972
November 1972
February 1973
April 1973

May 1973

20

Appendix 5, continued

Comments

Volume, issue number, and date

given on page 2.

Volume  Number

XVIV

20

21

XXl

23

A Hh W N = O A~ W N =

g H WO N =

Date
September 1973
January 1974
April 1974
May 1974

September 1974
November 1974
February 1975
April 1975

June 1975

September 1975
November 1975
January 1976
March 1976

May 1976

September 1976

November 1976
February 1977
March 1977

June 1977

September 1977

December 1977

21

Appendix 5, continued

- Comments
Vol. should be written XiX.

Not issued.

Issued as Vol. XV, No. 1.

Changed to Arabic numbers.

New masthead adopted

No date; issued as Vol. XXI, No. 1.
Announces October 2, 1976,
meeting.

No date. Announces December 4,
1976, meeting.

No volume or issue number.

No volume or issue number.

No volume or issue number.

No volume or issue number; no
date. Announces October 8, 1977,
meeting.

No issue number.



Volume
24

25

26

27

Num

g A~ W N = a A W N =

a W N =

e

Date_
January 1978
April 1978
June 1978
September 1978
November 1978

January 1979
March 1979

December 1979
February 1980
April 1980

June 1980

October 1980
February 1981

March 1981
June 1981

22

Appendix 5, continued

Comments
Typed masthead

Not issued.
Not issued.

Not issued.

Not issued.

Original masthead adopted

No volume or issue number; no
date. Announces March 7, 1981,
meeting.

Issued as Vol. 27, No. 2.

No date. Announces June 6, 1981,
meeting.

Not issued.

28

29

| 30
|

31

Volume Number

g W N =

Date
October 1981

November 1981

April 1982
July 1982

November 1982
February 1983
May 1983

Fall 1983

April 1984
October 1984

October 1985

23

Appendix 5, continued

Comments

No volume or issue number; no
date. Announces October 24, 1981,
meeting.

No date. Announces December 12,

1981, meeting.

No issue number.

Not issued.

Incorrect issue number as No. 4

No volume or issue number; no
date. Announces June 4, 1983,
meeting.

No volume or issue number; no
date. Announces 50th anniversary
meeting, October 15, 1983.

Not issued.

No date. Announces October 20,
1984, meeting.

Not issued.

Not issued.

Not issued.

Not issued.
Not issued.
Not issued.

Not issued.



Appendix 5, continued

Volume Number Date Comments
32 1 February 1986
2 April 1986
3 October 1986
4 _ Not issued.
5 _ Not issued.
33 1 September 1987
2 _ Not issued.
3 _ Not issued.
4 _ Not issued.
5 _ Not issued.
34 1 March 1988 Last issue having Volume/Number

Nothing was issued between March 1988 and June 1991. In June 1991 the volume

and issue numbers were eliminated. Inksherds became a quarterly publication in March 1994.

June 1991
September 1991
November 1991
March 1992
April 1992
August 1992
October 1992
December 1992
May 1993
September 1993
December 1993
March 1994
June 1994
September 1994
December 1994

24
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