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REPCRT CF MEETINGS

In accordance with the letters of invitation issued by MNr.
H, Gelger Cmwake, of Dover, a group of twenty-nine persons, fronm
&1l parts of this State, interested in Indian lore, met at the
Dover High School Museum, on Friday, February 24, 1933. At that
time it was explained that the purpose of the meeting was to
organize an Archaeological Society in the State of Delaware. Dr.
J. Alden Mason, Curator of the American Section of the University
of Pennsylvania Museum, then explained the need of such a society
in Delaware, how it should be formed, and what its purpose should
be. Mr. Omwake then asked for expressions from the group and
after many favorable suggestions were offered, a temporary organ-
ization was effected and committees on Nominations, Constitution,
Publicity and Membership were appointed.

The organization meeting of the Archaeological Society of
Delaware was held at the home of Mr. Ralph E. Beers of Bethel,
Delaware, on March 17, 1933. The meeting was called to order,
after an inspection of the cellections of Indian relics owned
by Mr. Beers and Mr. Howard Stein, of Seaford, by the Chairman
Pro Tempcre, H. Geiger Omwake, and the minutes of the preceding
meeting were read, approved, and erdered to be recorded. Mr. Vi,
W. Mack, Chairman of the Committee on Constitution, read the pro-
posed Constitution, which was adopted with revisions. Mr.

Omwake then reported the result of his conference with Governor
Buck, regarding the probability of securing a room in thé State
House, for the use of a Nuseum. Governor Buck expressed his
approval of the idea and his willingness to cooperate. Dr. H. V.
Holloway, of the Nominating Committee, submitted the following
nominations for officers:

Mr, H. Geiger Omwake, President

Miss Anna T. Lincoln, Vice-President from New Castle County
Mr. Albert Early, Vice-President from Sussex County

Mr., Leon deValinger, Jr., Secrctary and Treasurer

Mr. Ralph E. Beers, Editor

Following the unanimous election of these nominees to office, Dr.
J. Alden Mason pointed eut the importance of making an archaeo-
logical survey of the State before attempting excavations or
corlection of specimens. Dr. Donald A. Cadzow, Archaeologist of
Pennsylvania, expressed his approval of Dr. Mason's suggestion
and told of the waluable work that had been done in Pennsylvania
on an archaeological survey of "that State. After the adjournment
of the business meeting, the members of the newly instituted
society met iIn the Community Hall of Bethel, where Dr. Cadzcw
shoved pictures of and explained the removal of Indian pictographs
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from the rocks, in the Susquehanna River, at Safe Harbor,
Pennsylvania. These Indian inscriptions had to be removed beforec
the area was flooded with the backwater of a Power Company's dan,
otherwise these valuable Indian rccords would have been lost to
posterity.

Submitted by
Leon deValinger, Jr.
Sec'y. and Treas.

EXCAVATIONS AT REHOBOTH
by
Joseph Wigglesworth

Along the Atlantic Coast, south of Rehoboth Beach, cxtends a
succession of conglomerate hills and sand dunes, washed by the
waves of the ocean and often presenting to the beacl almost per-
pendicular faces for a height of six to ten feet.

These hills and ridges are, doubtless, the remnants of what
was once a continuous bluff, now sculptured by the ccaseless and
tireless action of the sea. Standing on one of these clevations
and facing eastward, the broad expanse of the Atlantic Ocean
holds the enchanted gaze, while to the west and southwest the
more placid waters of Rehoboth Bay meets the eye. This narrow
peninsula, between ocean and bay, was a favorite rcesidence of the
Indians, both in pre-historic and ealy historic times. The grcat
abundance of oysters, clams and fish, and other shell and sea food
was undoubtedly the magnet that attracted thc aboriginal natives
to this particular spot.

Not so many years ago, and in the memory of those still
living, therc was an almost unbroken succession of shell hcaps
along this coast. The waste resulting from the consumption of
oysters, clams, mussels, and conchs was very great and the accu-
mulations in many places were so extensive as to excite thc won-
der of the carly settlers of that section. A number of years
ago, I spent considerable time delving into these shell mounds,
being rewarded by finding arrowhecads of very fine workmanship,
numerous pottery fragments and a fcw celts. In onc of thos ¢
rcfuse heaps it was my good fortune to find the largest stone
celt that I have ever scen in any collcction, public or private.

The name of the Indians occupying this region at thc time or

the discovery of America,was the Nanticoke Tribe. Thec word Nan-
ticoke 1s of Lenapean origin and is derived from lentcgo, a var-
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iantion of Unalachtigo, the name of the most southern or Turkey
Pribe of the Lenni Lenapes. The meaning of Nanticoke is "tide-
.ater people" or "those living near the ocean,"

The hills and dunes along this beach were not once as near
the shore line as today and may have been, a few centurics aso,
2 mile or more inward from the coast. The relentless ocean has
ncen slowly, but steadily and surely encroaching upon this
pcninsula. A dozen years ago, severe storms entirely obliter-
ated what was once an Avenue in Rehoboth Beach. A . summer res-
1dent who has occupied a cottage on this beach for the past
fifty years, informed me that the ocean has encroached upon the
shore at least one thousand feet during that time, and he has
becen compelled to move his cottage inland three times. 01d
rcsidents tell me that the Hen and Chicken Shoals, now far out
at sea, were once a part of the mainland and that they have
heard their fathers tell about when cattle grazed beneath the
trees that adorned this once ridge of land.

In my opinion, this back bone of the peninsula, of which
the elevations and huwmmocks remain, was once midway between the
Atlantic Occan and Rehoboth Bay and formed, as 1t were, a min-
iature water shed between sea and bay.

Several years ago, owing to heavy rains and a number of
sgvere south-casterly storms, the face of one cliff was con-
siderably eroded, cxposing to view the skeletal remains of an
adult human. The discovery of these bones was made by the Rov.
¢. C. Morhart, a Lutheran clergyman, of -Cleveland, Ohio, a man
grecatly interested in archaeological and historic matters.

The land upon which the skeleton was found is one and a
half miles south of Rehoboth Beach and was purchased by the late
Chicf Justice Comegys and Manlove Hayes, about the ycar 1865,
After the death of €hief Justice Comegys, his dintercst was pur-
chased by Mr. Hayes,who afterwards conveyed the property to a
Ar. Patterson, of Philadelphia, This latter ovner sold the
land to the Catholic Ordcr of Paulists, who, after using the
premises for o number of yecars as a rcliglous retreat, disnosed
of thc same to the Y. M. C. A., of Baltimore, thec present
owner.

For the purposc of making an archacological investigation
of the interment, I journcyed to the scenc of discovery and on
the morning following my arrival, I bcgan the labor or the
survey., The brow of the cliff at this point is cight fcet,
three inches above the beach and for a considerable distance
its dircction was c¢xactly north and south, The surfacc is
covered with o thin, mcagre, soil, barely sustaining a scanty
vegetation., Beneath this thin top coating was seven to cight
inches of sand, resting upon a subsoil of dark yecllow clay.
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The surface soil and the sand were thickly impregnated with coal
eches, cinders and pleces of anthracite coal, the stove or range
dcbris of a cottage that formerly occupicd this spot.

Commencing at a point ten feet back from the cdgc of the
¢1iff I excavated a trench running parallel with the face of the
bank. This trench was excavated for a distance of tweclve fect,
made wide cnough for working purposes and threc fcet, four
inches in depth and on a level with the bottom of the grave
cxposed in the side of thc bank.

For a short distance I opened narrow trenches to the north-
west and southwest, but without results. I then bdgan the
demolition of the wall between the wide trench ard face of the
mluff; after removing the top soil and sand with skowcl and
spade, the entire remainder of the work was counlietoed vith o
small ahnd trowecl.

At a depth of three feect, four inches, and at a »oi=nc six
feet, four inches,duc west from the facc of the ciifl the first
skull vas brought to light. It lay on its left sids wrd wis
buricd with thce head pointed to the south., I them rolal onro-
fully toward the north until the cntire lenpgth of the skolotion
yas exposed to vicw. The boncs were in a. far advancort stogc
of dccay and only the largcer bones could be removed., Eight
inches above and onc foot to the south of the skull of this
skeleton, the cranium of a child, 12 or 14 yc-rs old, was
found; traces of the boncs could be plainly discerned in the
clay but thc most of them immediately turncd to dust on ox-
posurc to the air., Portions 'of thc skull, lcg boncs and two
ribs were taken out.

At the same lecvel and onec foot, three inches to the cacst,
the rcmains of the second adult were found; i%t also l:ay with
hcad te the south. In the work of ecxcavating tliie siteleton,
the lower lcg bones of six adults were found lying asrcss the
rib bones with the extremitics pointed o the souwl went.

Ncar the pelvis of the sccond skecleton two skulls were
found, and just scuth of the fcct four other cranria werc dis-
covercd; all six of thesce skulls stood upright upon their bases
and a thorough cxamination of their immcdiate vicinity failed
to disclosc o bone closcr than eight inches, coxcepting the
skeleton of the sccond adult above mentioned. It wns discovercd
later, upon following up tho skcletal romains of the six persons
vho were buried close togcocther, with feet to the southwest,
that the crania cof all wcre missing, at lecast from their proper
ylaces. In my opinion thesc six persons wcere undoubtedly be-
lwcaded before burial.

Continuing, the cxcavation, two other skelotons werce dis-




covered, side by side, at full length, heads to the south, the
last of these being the onc discovered in the side of the bank
y Mr. Morhart. Immediately above these, four others were
found, onc with head resting near the shoulder of the eastern,
or outside, skeleton; one with skull upon pelvic bone of same
skeleton and two others with heads butwocen the knece joints of
this skelecton and the onc in the grave ismiediately to the west.
These latter two werc buried with heads to the southicast.and
cxtrecmitics to the northwest, with fcecet-about thirty inchoes
north of thc four skulls found together., .In all, fiftcen
skeletal rcemains were uncovered, fourteen of thiem being adults
and one a child.

Theso rere all buricd in one grave or pis, nire feet, two
inches long, and six feet, cight inches wice, tho lovger measure-
ment being north and soutlh, or parallel wilh Lhe 291:0.

The linc of the burial pit was casily traced and discinctly
marxed by the difference in color of the soil. Conuigucus to
the skeletens was a rich dark-colorcd earth and sc decidcaly
diffcrent was this from the surrounding clay, both in qualaity
and color, that the outline of the spacc where the bodics nad
been buricd could be casily traced. This dark dccomposed ~uritna
had once bocn human flcsh., Had this pit bocn the burial placo
of skcletal rcmains alone, as the position of sornic of the borcen
and especcially the six scvered crania would possibly indicate,
the rich, discolored carth would have becen missing.

Here and there, at the bottom of the grave and upon the
undisturbed surfacc of the clay, scant traces of wood ashes and
harcoal werc scen. I spent twuenty hours in the pit, working

viith a srall hand trowvel and thoroughly pulverized and siftced
every particle of carth and clay from tle wottea of the sand
deposit to two inches below the bottowr of the grave, and with
the cxception of four war points and abhout a dzzon small picces
of Indian pottcry, nothing of human make vas found.

The discovery of neottery fragments in the grave proves
nothing, as thecy may have becen thrown in frorm camp refusc from
the surfrce at the time the grave w=as filled., In an hour's
timce scalching the adjacent sand dunes, I succecded in finding
about twenty pottery fragments of similar wmalke.,

The clay uscd in the manufacturc of this pottery was toua-
percd with sand and fincly crushed shells and from markings on
the exterior surfacce it undouhtedly had been moulded in finc
reed or twisted grass baskets. The finding of so many fregmonts
of pottery in such a small arca is anothcr proof that this
section was a permancnt camping place of the Indians. With
nomadic tribes cxtensive pottery making was not available on
account of the cxtromec fragility of pottery utensils, but a
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ry lifc of prec-historic natives cncouraged the dovelop-
p2ttery making.

A number of ycars agce, six skelctons worc found about forty
set northeast of where I made my excavaticns., A cranium from
his find was examined by the late Dr, Framc, of Iover, who pro-
cunncd the skull as of distinctive Indian tyre. IThis information
s given to me by Mr. D. M. Wilson, wlio was prcescnt at the time
g Clscevery was madce, and he pointed out fto mc the very spot.
s cvidence was zorroherated a short wvime altcrwards in a letter
m Ex-United States Senator Richard R, Konney, who was &an eyc-
tness to the cxcavation.

‘Taldirng inte consideration the feact thint my scarzl. was re-
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varacd withh no finds, it is significant thabt no 1mvicniente of ans
- " , - [}

ina weie found with: thesce six skecleteons.,

of pcacc, thie aberigines always turicd their dead

In “imes
iitl. groat cercmony and they invariably deposited with thce de-
cgnsc ctjecects of bone or reottery and imnlcmonts of stonc
kclctal remains found without any of these 1mplcmonts and. buricd
ar thoe surflace as were those I uncarthced and alsce those foind
iy foct L.ay arc of unuvaual occurrcnce. There Mugt hnve boen

i3

1o urgent necessity for this mede of burial and tho most plaus-
bhie fb“bC“ for such a hasty interment is that a tattle was
vumlt ncer nerc and that those slain were, after being sirippcd
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of their ubapons, hastily burled in shallow pits. '"We must remem-
bcr that already the remains cf twenty-one persons have beon-

]
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ound within a distance of fifty fect and a tetal arca of lcss
han two knindred square foet has been cxcavated.
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As I hamve stated before, in making my excavations of tiie
grave, I made & very dlngont search of its contents,zomplctecly
powvaering cvery particic cf carth and clay and there was nothing
that cscape? my sight. The smaller bones were almost cntirely
deceomposcd and instantly crumbled to dust when first expoesced %o
the air; six of the skulls were removed from their proper
positions and therc werc scant traces of fire uncn the poitom
of tle grave.

I was ruauly indebted to Mr. Marvin H. NMarkic, of the
Baltimorc Y. M. C. A., for his permission to cxcavatce and his
many courtcsies while congaged in the work. Also toe the Rev. C.
T. Morshart, of Cleveland, Ohic, and Drs. Gatch and Paimer, of
Sultimorc, Maryland, for their valuable assistance.




A LETTER FROM DR. GUTHE
Curator
Museum of Anthropelogy, University of Michigan
and

Chairman of the National DNgoscar:h Council

I felt very nuch honcrcd when T lecarned tLat yeu wanted a
recosage from me to be uscd in the first bulletin of thie Delaware
srcraccleglical 8001euy. Tre suggQSLJCﬁ Shat I discuss thc basic
crerenbhs of archaeolegy with special reference to terminclogy was
atl.cr 2 large créder, and I have spent 3cme btine in attempiing
to werk cut a conclse statcocment fer you.

Archacology is a moikod of historical rcscarch. The studcnts
of the subjcect are not intercsted in mercly -—athocring » lot of
“hjoets which were usecd by people long sineco de~d. Cur intnsrest
tics in the lives and habits of formour eivilizations, and we usc
such fragments as we may find for the purposc of intcerprceiing,
often very inadcaquatcely, the human c¢x».ricnc.s of thc past. Vi
spcak of Indian culturcs, and by this torm wc refer te the
sivilization, or total mothod of lifc, of the particular group
of Indians with which wc arc working., This usc of the rroxd
"eulture" should not he sonfuscd with the morc penular concopt
of gcod b“ecding vihich thoe term dimplics The methoeds of tic
archaccloglst are analogous to thosc of thc histerian, Therc

are throe 1:3:'an:ipz1“I steps in archacological rescarell, The first
of these is sccuring the cvidence. Thoe sceond, and most im-
pﬂﬂLnnt, je the study of this cvidence from a quscrip%ivc and
coempars tive standpoint. The last step is the prceparation and
n2blisation of the rcport which contains tlo ccrclaaioqq reached
sy thie studont., No archacological work is comp_cte until ithis
~cport 1ls Iinishced.

Thie goncral publilic is best acquaintecd with the fith of
“lesc steps--that of sceuring the cvidence., Yot frequently
haelf -f tris preocess is centircliy overlooked becausc »fF uhC o=
nanti~ aprcal of the discovery of unusual materials by mcans of
;xcﬂ\ ticn, Adcquate crxeavatlon cannouv be Adonc until the

,du-t has bgcpmb a”qwaand with the archacelogical asscts of
L6 region in whick ke is intercsted. It is first nccossory te

copduet a survey of the area. The most obvious mcthod is ihat
" visiting localitics in whiech grchacolegizal matcrials arc
found, end in noting Thoem upon maps. But 1lorazy vorle is of
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,gual importancce in such a survey. A great deal of valuable
information cnan bu sccured by examining the vritings of carly
cxplorers and travelers and studying the ruperts of cngineccrs
and scicntific men ho have -rorked in the arcea prior to the
crganizotion of the survey. It is also worthwhilc to become
acguninted with and analysce the many private collcctions of
Tndian matcrials which have been gathercd by farmers nnd loecal
cnthusiasts, A corpilntion of information obtaincd from all
these sources sorves to give the archacclogist a genoral

picturce of the facilitics ~t his command in the ~rca in which he
is interested. It is only after such i-formation hos bocen
sceurcd that cxeavation should bo undertaien in lecalitics which
give indicntion of supplying thc necuss~ry additicnal informntion
ny moeans of which a morc complete picturc of tho 1ifc of tho
Indinns zan be censtructocd. Fxcavation de..s not wmdan mercl;

the rccumul-tion of objects, The record in the warth is like

a document, in that the rcelationships bot s.en the ebj.cts thom-
sclves arc nnalogous to the rclationshirs butweon words in a
document. In order to be surc that thesce rolationships arc ob-
tained, o veory definitc mothod of oxcavation has been develioped
»y professicnnl archacologists during thic past fifty wvears. I%
is not advisable for intercsted amatours to undaurtake wxcavations
without scecuring scomc trnining ~nd expoericnce undcr the guildance
of a prefussional., This is said because therce is grave dauger

of losing historical information if the cxcavation is impropcerly
donc.

|
13
Q

cre arc two kinds of cvidencce which the archacologist
obiain., The first of these reclates to location and
ciations,and tho scecond to objects alone. Such cvidence is
in sitcs, which nrc placcs in which human deings have

t remnins, Thore arc o largce number of difforcnt kinds of
tl.c names for which in some cascs arc sclf-cxplanatory.
Village situs are, of coursc, localitics in which Indians oncce
nod onc or nore habitations. Somctimes people usc the terms
"work shoeps" or "battlc grounds" for these plaszcs. But tho
Tndiinns 4id not hnve special localitics for making things, nor
did thce nature of their warfarce requirce pitched Loitlics in
regtricted arcas. Anothor type of site is ruforrced to as
semetourics or burial grounds. Eithcer term 1s satisfactory.
flounds arc ~rtificinl pilcs of carth which vary gr.atly in sizo.,
Thoy sh:ould not be confused with natural hillects. Thosc thvce
types ¢f situs may oceur separatcly or toguthur. Frequentiy
Irdian matorials arc feound in rock shelters. This type of site
is not n cave, for a cave has an interior which is l-rgor tlan
the oponing, »nr doorway, and rock shult.rs arce formcd by over-
kanging cliffs wvhesce grceatost diameter 1s at the opening.
Guarrics ~re localitics from which the Indians obtaincd stone
of verious kinds by brcaking it away from natural outcrops.
Quarrics and villagc sites cannot be confussd. Along some of
tha plwrs and $lie seo coust are shell heaps, whiell consist .of
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seris left behind by poople whosce praincinal food was shell
These arc easily reccognized bicausc of the grent amount of
presocnt and bcececause of the occurrcnca among the shells of

reoal, ashices, and occnsional implomonts and burinls,

In thc sitegs voarious conditions oxlst concerning the
ciaticns of objeets in the carth. ¥o¢ speak of surface
uCulcnS as groups of matcrials which arc gathorcd from the

3170 without cxcavation. In ma ny cascs such surfacc collections
ar»¢ 71l that is necessary in order to chrrocterize n given site.
vinen cxecavation werk is undertakcon, onc usually cncountoers laycers
in the eartn. Thesc arc roucognized by diffcerences in coler and
toxture of thc carth. V¢ rcefer to onc of thesc layers as n

sbrn um, andl to s.veral of them as strata. The position cf chjecets
-ftn r¢aation to thesc strata is very iniportant. Thce condit

nan
~..)
A
e,

i tion
~f tho %t“nﬁn make possible the identification of cortain spccific
crﬁql rcquently the inhabitants of a villege throew the
sfusc fr‘m their meals and from thoir house cleaning inte A
iven locallity, such as a ravinc or the side of ~ hill. Thes
laces vherc tho strata arc clearly defined and v.ry rich in ro-
ins are¢ called rcfusc cor rubbish hcaps. Agnin, som. strata
ain ~rchaecological materials ~and other strata ~beve ~nd below
hCJ may be barren - that is, sontain nothing of arch-colegical
ormthon. Thc strata having: material arce roefourred teo as con-
Dg Lliving dcebris. OSrmetimes o hard-paclked surfacce or n
wratum of n~ distinet color is c~lled a floor or o lcevel be-
c it indicates that it was once 2 surface upon which pcople
s. Trcse flceors may be associnted with houscs or house sites.
1 vhe archacologist rofars to 2 housc, Lic usually mcans the
ns cf n housc, which may consist of a flcor and mecager in-
ns of walls. 1In this house or scmctimces ontircly un-
ated with it, onc will find firc placcs., Thoere is a ten-
o asscciate rocks with fire places, but the principal
rion for a fire placce 1s a heavy and rolatively leccalized
% of wood ashes or charcoal, If asles ~re not found, onc
refer to a firce plaze. Under certain conditions, one
will find post-molds nssceinted with a fleoor. Thesc 110 casts
in the greound of thco bascs of posts. They always hiave sharply
Aefined edges., SBSometimes they are filied with carth of a diff-
crent ccler from that immediately around them, and somcthimes they
centain whnt 1s obviously decomposed woed., In most village
sites, pits arc found which kave been dug tlirough the strata inko
the ground by the original inhabitants. Here again diffcronces
¢f ¢artn color make it pessible te recognize thesc deposits. We
r¢fer wme s:icm as refusc or storego pits, depending upon the
materinl foind in CEem nd Tlicir probeblc usc. If such pits con-
tain a number of objects, they arc somehimes called caches.
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There is another grcat el-ss of associations which wg =11
S It is not customary Lo rcfur to .thesc ns graves.

thoy contain the slkcletal remains of hurman beings, and
objects which werce piaced ~:iith the dead wf flie Gimo of

(S)




wurial. These objects are referred to as "burial furniture"
There are many different kinds of burials, and I shall men-
sion oniy a few which may cccur in the reglon in which you

are interested. The terms used refer to the position of the
skeleton, The bones may be in anatemical order, or they

may cbvisusly have been put inte the grave after the flesh
disappecared. If they are in anatomical order, the burial is
referred to as 1lying 3t length, prone, or extended - three
terms which are synon,mous, Refcrence is always made to the
positicen of the body as te whether it-is-on its back, on one
side or fthe otlhicr, or on its facu. A flexcd burinl is onc in
whieh the extremities (legs ~nd arms) of Gthr body arc bent.

L Tully or *-HuutL flexed burial is onc in which the arms h-ave
bcen so bent that the hands arc near the head, and the lggs
plared so tlhat the knoces »ro on the chest »nd thoe focat nos

the hips. A partly or semi-flcxcd burial 1s onc in which t‘o
cxtremitics are bent to a lesscr degroc. Hore again, it is
neness=2ry toe give the position in which thoe  ody is lying,
the back, on the facce, on 1loft side, on right sidc. "hien 1T
bones n=re not in anatomical order, thou.c¢ are t o genoeral cl
of positions. A bundle bhurial 1s onc in ‘thich tin. bonns of
individual bedy- have boen piled in a hol.. in the smallost
possible spuce. One will usually faind ©ln, long bon s parall..l
to onu ancth.r, the skull on top of the conus, and the smallcer
benes ontircly missing or mixced up with the long Lonos. A
group burisl is o deposit of human bonces hich morce corr-onl s
ar¢c not in anatemical crder. Thesc are simply o foria of bun-
dlc¢ vuriais. Fr.aquently a nmamber of floxed or cztunded burinis
may be Tound very clese togother, but technically this would
not constitute 2 group burial.

@

on
26
SsSe¢s
¥

Thu othur class of uvidence is that of et jects alonc.
Those objects in thumsclves arc of no value historically, and
rmust Do -"”’mr’ulud 7y not..s giving th.ir PugnthnSDlp Lg the
scveral assceiations to whiclh T have just roferrced. The word
speeimon is a very genceral term roforring to all mann.r of
cbjuets of value to archacclogists. One greup of specimens
consists of matorials uscd dut net shapod by man. This in-
cludus food remcoins (such as animal bones, charrad f“uits,
vegetahles, and sceeds), and materials uscd in their natura
stet. snk as grass or stencs for plts, pavarunts, wte..
There 1s a tendency to overleook this class of specimens: but
it is ebviocus that if we ¥now the kind of food waton by tlic
puoplec and the kind of natuaral materials which they used, -w
ray b able to understand their mcethod of 1ife ore claarl
“han if we know nothing about this phasc of th.ir :xist.nc .

Another class of bpu01wons is th.. artifscts. This t.1.
rofurs to ebjuzts which have bueun shao.d by win, and which
cfnen kave a specialized usce. It 1s a gen.ral trm s;nonjymous
witl: thie woerd rolic, of whiech preofussional ~rcech-~cologists dis-
aprrove, sincce” that word implics an int.r.st in th. oijuct
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f without an undcrstanding of its historical importonce.

itsel
“rrifacts foll generally into two l-orge groups - inmploments and
a rnwunts. Most of the artifacts which will b.. cncountered in
levre arc non-p .rishable objcects. That is, they =rec made of
~terials which cannot be destroycd by weather, acids in the
rth, or decomposition., Tha varicty of sh-~ .c and si-¢ of arti-
ts uyriad, and it would be im»ossidle for me to gilve you
letions of the many dcescriptive terms uscd in studying them.
s phasc of terminelogy can best be obtained by studying re-
ts and gecneral books on archacolog:s Fon-m: rlsnanc arti-
ts may bu classificd according to th mat..rial of -+hich thuy

made. Stone artifacts may bo enipp.d, pocld, or polished.
rolr ,r cemmon type of srtifact is tho 0+L e P vblcb is usu~lly
ound in fragments. Those fragnments arg carl.d sherds, or not-

P
shoerds.  Pottery can alirays be distinguisiv.a from stone, bresuss
It 1s madc of burncd clay in which cnu finds particl.s of feriign
materials which viere placed therce- intuntionally -3 the Indilans,
and vhich fmerican a chacologists call the temner of the pottecry.

This temper may consist of sand, broken sto-¢, shell, cte.

Tvwo othur classcs of nsrtifacts usually found in village
situs ~rc thosc made from shell and from bone. You will almost
cortainly cncounter still anotlicr type which ¢ spocak of as
Furopcan artifacts, which may be rccognizcd becnuse they arc
iade of glqos, iron, silver, or brass. There is another group
of rtlfac -hich is prrishablce., I think this toerm ¢xplains
itSblf. roy may be of cithoer animal or vegoetal origin. Skins
or thongs come under the first group, and o d, rcods, bork and
objects mldc cf grass and fiburs fall into the sccand group.
These porishable materials may be found in drr cnrves or rock
sheltoers, but arce only rarcly discevercd in othbr situs. This
zives an outlinc of the principal varictiocs of objccts which
constitute archacological cvidence, Lot me cmphasize agnain that
:¢ objests themsclves, without a rccord of their location and
coclations in the ground arc historically worthl-ss. Unfor-
unatcly mance of the private collecetions of Indian artifacts arc
for this rcason of 1little usc to the arch-cologist.

’

oo

2 2

¥
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i

I belicve that the material I have coverced so far is of
meat intorest to your group. Yot the sccond step in
1rehacological rescarch is of the groatist apportance. The
accumulaticon of cuvidenece is not an ond 1n itself. If material
13 rorth saving, it is worth studying. In ordcr te obtain a
werthwhile rofurn upon the investient of tiv, and moncy <hich
hns been mode in sceuring the cvidence, it is nceessary teo study

ig evidence in detail in the office or laberatery. The first
3Ttep in this study is a carcful description of the matcrials
froem thie eul®ure being studicd, in order that the studont may
bfain as completc a In”'ibdgb as possible of thic pcoplc in which
¢ is intoroested. Thon, after the culfture is understood as
fally as pessible, it is nccessory to compare this culturc by
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-5 of the record obtained, with similar cultures which have

n studied in other regions. The study or the evidence usually
upies a longer perlod of time than the accumulation of

Acnce. Many arcnaeolovlats feel that out of every twelve

ths, three should be devoted to field work and nine to lab-
cory worlk., When the material is understood and has been
v:crloed and conpared with other cultures, it is thien possible
write & report giving not only the details of the evidence, but
come indication of the ' historical significance of this
dence. Even i1f funds are not available for publication and
stribution of this report to other students, it is advivaile
prepere the report as .if it were going to be publislied at

"Q

¢, before undertaying another season of field -work; that is,
ring additional evidence.

Sine erely yours,

Carl E. Guthe.

THE LaST INDIAW OF HIS TRIBE, LFEFT IV DELAVARE

Reprint from DELAYARE RTI'GISTIR, 1838.

Alone in my -wigwam, mid the shades of the night,
I sat, and called:baclt the scenes of the pgst,

'Lre the ‘white man appeared our joy to blight
Or the blow of the axe, madé a track for the blast.

O0n the last skin-of the bear, now left for a oed,
My limbs T composed, but found not repos

My thoughts wandered back, and the ghosts of the dead
On tho tablet of Yiemory before me arose.

The shades of the mighty,_stood in order around ne,
0f the days, when the Indian was lord of the wood;

When his skilf cut the wave, and iis arroy flew freey
And brought to his wife,.and her chlldren their food.

My hcart, it was sad! all m; race had cepsrted,
Beyone¢ the bluec nountains, in search of a home !
I vept like a coward! and was nigh brolen hearted,

That I too, was destined, in a far land to roan,
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Sleep weighed down ny eyelids, I sank to repose,
But soon the dark mantle was drawn from the night;
A light like the day star around me arose,
ind the good TAMENEND, appeared to my sight.

‘And thus spake the chief, in accents as soft

As whispering winds when tue leaves scarcely move;
His right arm extended was pointed aloft;

His face it was calm, and his eyes beamed with love.

"Son of a great, but fallen race,

Last of thy tribe, the wild, the frce;
No more let tears bedew thy face,

Nor tune thy volce to misery.

There lies beyond the setting sun,
A lovelier land, by far, than this;
And vhen thy course on earth is done,
Ascend and drink of endless bliss,

No white man's foot can reach the place,
Pixed for his sons by the Indian's God;
Nor axe, nor plow, can there deface

The sylvan shade, or break the sod.

No biting frost, nor blinding snow,
Within those blissful bowers can come,
There limpid waters ever flow,

! And fairest flowers forever bloom.

There youth eternal lights each eye,
Nor age nor sorrow enters there:

Then weep no more! preparc to die!
And soar beyond these recalms of care.
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POTTERY ANALYSIS

Mr. James Griffin of the C-ramic Repository, Ann Arbor,
vichigan, 1s willing to give mcabers of the Society an analysi:z
7 the mixture, design, and meaning of the design, if they will
scnd thelr fragments to him, He will return the potsherds.

.
Lh
T

A STATE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

-

oy
Dr. J. Alden Mason, Curator
UNIVERSITY OF PENISYLVANIA MUSEUM

That a general survey of the ficld is the prime rcquisite in
auny cxtensive investigation, in order to ascertain the amount and
naturc of the material to be dealt with, is so se¢lf-cvident that
T nced not spend time or space on that point. Since the bound-
arics of archacological arcas are ill-de¢fined and overlap, present
political bodics form the most convenient units, and sincec local
archacological agencics arc gencrally state-widc, the state
archacological survey has naturally beccorme the most usual. The
National Recsearch Council has rccognizcd this by terming its
archaeological committee the "Committee on State Archaeological
surveys". The purpose of this Committee is "to encouragec and

ssist the several States in the organization of State
archacological surveys" and its plan contemplatcs, among other
aims, "the coordination of all the agencics within thosc States,
»nlisting the cooperation of lccal students and intercsted
citizens so that an offective cppeal may be made to thc wvarious
State legislatures for spocial appropriations for thesc surveys'.

Ordinarily the most logical body to carry out the State
Archaeological Survey is the State Archaeological Society, but
local conditions may indicate other agencies., If the nccessary
funds can boe sccurcd from intcrested persons and it is not
ngeessary to appeal to the state legislature, the Society nay
prosccute the work independently, but if statc appropriation
is requircd an official state agency is frecquently cntrusted
With the investigation., In the case of Pennsylvania, the state
archacological socilety was an outgrowth of the state archacolo-
fical survey inauguratcd by a more local body, the "yoming His-
torical Socicty of Wilkes-Barre. County historicsl socictics
may somectirics be cntrusted with the survey in their owm counties.

As is unfortunately the case in all mundanc affairs, the
primary sine-gua-non is the securing of sufficicnt funds for the
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sngagement of a Chicf of the Survey and for printing and postage.

£ donc under offacial state auspicces generally anzoffice can be
eurcd gratis, possibly scerctarial help, nrinting and mimc-

=t

aphing, and possibly cven posta ¢ and tho usc of a state
Ificial autorobile. The latter is a nccessit, in order to nor-
t the Chicf to visit and investigato thic mary points in the
noen country that will be reported to him., & cl.r's and ona or
wore assistants as investigators naturally rolicve the Chicf of
uch routine and carry on the work ruch wore rapidly nt slight
~aditional cxpensc. o

3 peie

Let vs supposc, then, that funrds have been anpropraitcd or
otherwisce sceurcd to inauguratc and carry out an archacological
survey of Dolawarc. A traincd and expericnccd archacologist has
heen ongaged as Chicf for the duration of the Survey. He devotes
nis full time to the work. H¢ has an office with clerk and type-
writing machinc,a young assistant -or two, a chcap "rcposscsscd'
¢cor, and funds or mcans for printing or mimcographing forms and
blanks and for mailing thcm.

The Survey is, of coursc, mercly a prcliminary, but a most
important onc, to thc othecr two phascs of archacological in-
vestigation, cxcavation and publication. These prescnt thair
ovn problems and may be lceft out of the picturc for:thc prcscnt.
The mork of cxeavation 1s urgent, in vicw of the incrcasingly
rapid destruction of archacological sitces, both by intentional
unscicntific cxcavation, and on account of thce progross of in-
custry, nnd thce survey, as a prc-rcquisitc for this, is there-
forc¢ also urgoent.

The first move of the Survey'!s Chiclf is n~turally to bacome
familiar vith local conditions and to cstablisl: contncts with
all pcrsons and agencios which can ¢ of assistance, /ith legis-
l~tors, cditors, rcporters, and hcads of erganizations. fuus-
tionnnirces, blanks and nosters arc then printed or wmimoo :raphcd
and scnt to teuachers, ministers, leaders of Boy Scout troovs,
postmastcrs, librariasns, historical socictics ~nd other such
groups and associations; rcqucsting thiir heads to call the
matter to the attention of their muaboers. Posters srce printed
and placcd in postoffices, railroand stations, libroarics and
similar placcs. Publicity articles arc publicshed in the papers.
£11 these request the reader to scnd full information rogarding
Indian situs or collcctions of Indian objucts to the Chicf of
the Survey. The Pennsylvanin Survey scnt out 13,000 letters to
the territory cast of the Alleghanics, and rccoeived ~bout 2,000
rcplics indicating about 1,900 sitcs and 1,500 large or small
srivate collcetions. The later cxtension of the survey rest
of the mountains r .sultcd in thce reporting of about 600 more
sites. '

The replics arc then filed and tabulated in the office, and
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sye locations marked on large maps with smbols dosignating the
gype of sito, as vill-ge, camp-site, shellheap, mound, carthwork
or fort, buri-l-ground, guarry, cave or rock-sholter and trail.
nifferent symbols indicntce whethor the site still cxists or has
roon destroyed. Names of collectors arc also tobul~tecd with the
siz¢e and raangce of tho collection. 4s many of thosc roports as
oscible arc verificd by the Chicf or onc of his ascsistants.
Theoo may occusionally hhwves to rosort to supcrfdcinl digging in
oricr to dceturnine, for instancc, whcthor a mound is natural or
artificial, but on thec whole, no cxcavation is donc until the
survey is completed, cxecept cascs to investigate o site whosc
destruction is impending.

i

The prople of the state, and cspecially the cducated class,
such as tcachers and memburs of histoericd4l socictics, must bo
siven to und.orstand at the outset that the Sur-c;, and cven the
.rchnacological investigotions that follow it, are not cnds in
themeclves, but means to the greater ocnd, thnt of recconstructing
the pro-history of the state. Large swas ars spoent annually for
wecarches and publicntions on the hiistory of the stote for the
inst thrcce ceonturice; the milenniums that precoed.d ~ro dismisscd
in a chaptur or 2 paragraph. his 1s gcencerally no morce than a
bricf description of the Indiar populntion of tho staitc at the
timc of discovery, and the migrations and changes in vopulation
2nd in customs during thc milenniums that prcccded white colo-
nization arc¢ quite unknowm. It is to throwyw light upon this long
noriod that archacological work 'is donc, not to accumulrtc and
save relics, howevor int.rosting these may be. They arc merely
the raw matcerial, thce data from which dcductions arc drawn.
ind theso objoets are valucless scicntifically unlcss excavnted
sith carc so that their proveonicncus and their rolationships to
their surroundings arc knoim., Whilce the cxcavation of objects,
their prescorvation in musceums, and the tabulatlon, study and
pres. pvation of objcets alru~dy cxisting in public and private
collections arc phasce of the work not to b:i neglocted, yet thoy
bear the same relation to roal scicntific resewreh as librarics
or other falcs or ropositorics do to other ficlds of investigation,
» means, not an e¢nd in thomsclves. One of Thio important dutics
of the Chiel of the Survey is to cducsatce annoeur orenvators and
collecctors in this scicntific point of wvicw.

X
B!
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Hand-in-hand with the archacological surve: should go an
i

vthnological survey, inv.stigations among the living romnants

of the Indainsns wvho inhabltcd Del-rmarce ot the tine of colonlz~tion.
The state should be the moye inturcsted in this ~s » ;"reat part

of the state wins inhobited by 2 tribe vhich bears th. s-rmc nsmc,
the Delaviarcs. Of coursce this name w8 give~ them in late yenrs,

1

their ovm name being Lenni-Lenanc.  Fhe other tribos inhnbiting
the statec at the time of scttlement were closcly roelated to these.
Since the Delazarecs also inhabited c¢nstorn Pennsylvania, the cth-
nological investigations ~lrcady donc by the Pennsylvania Survey
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n-cd not be duplicntoed.

Other phasces of the work which an cxtensive survey should
comprchund include studics of the carlicst litour-ture and original
~eurces, and situdics of pl-coc-.aames, in fact evury sourcce wwhich
mn; throw nny 1ight on the pre-history and carly aboriginnl his-
gory of the statc. Since tribsl and sarchacologicnl boundnrics
spanscend state limits, contacts must be mnde with cxtra-state
orgrnizations, objcets of Delaviarc origin-studicd in muscums and
coilactions outside of the- state, and the archAicology of ad) .-
»,nt statcs coriparced.

Dclavware being rclativoly small in arcea, rclatively homogen-
ous in toerrain, and inhabkited at the tine of discovery by tribes
of closcly rulated culturc, the task should be 2 relnatively short
‘nd simnle cne. Whon survey, cxeavation ond publicotion arc com-
sloted, instead of being an archacological turra incognita, the
brond clements of the pre-history of tho state will be “mown.

COMSIDFR THE ARROWHEAD

Dowvmn the furrowed rows he walks, hoad bont dovmee~rds s
f looking iantently for somcthing lost. Suddeunly hs stops, boends,
stoops, and picks up an objcect grey and glitt ring. It is an
arrovhond !

Onard he tiamps, pushing aside th. stalta of corn. Again
he bende to 1ift o barbed spearpoint from its covorinsg of loam,
There 1s o triumphnnt glcam in his c¢ye, o smilc on liis lips,
snd his breath comoes a trille Zaster through dilntsd nostrils.
out comecs hiis notebook and pencil. The finds arc roegistercd for

-

futurc consultation. Then onward he goos.

There ~ro. literally thous nds who collcet ~rrowvhcecads, and
they vary in occupntion from tace farmerboy who follows the plow
to the president of n grent corporation, Often they weet on
favorcd collceting grounds and mcet upon 2 comon lovel to dis-
cuss a common interest. They exhibit their finds to cach other
nd talk ther over. The spoll of the flint indood croatcs a
truc fraternity of subtle charm.

What is ti th~t induccs men to glecan these things of stone?
these things that have no proscnt-day usc? wWhat is it thnt
causes men and Loys to hoard them in felt-lincd trays?

Is it the mystery of their origin and manufacture? Is it
the romance of by-gonc days when blades of flint -were the world's
wst cffcetive weapons? Is_ it becausc there 1s some strange
sompulsion inhorent in the Ked Man's darts?

Bl -
T

Perhiaps 211 thesc things play o part in the cxplanntion,:but




‘tn, it may be that there is also a halfl dreamed recognition

in touching thls weapon of another aze one bridges the whole
rv of art and invention. If this is true it will account

h ange thrill that affccts the true arrowhead hunter

s a specimen from the soil.

R

oY oo;

Pcrhaps, also, there is a dim recognition that 211 men encce
ragucd through a long poriod when the chipped blade of chert or
cralecdony vas mankind's greatcst achicvement, his most notable
invention.,  Perhaps it is because the fashioned flint is the
text of tle most stimulating story that man may know,--that of
nig own risc to enlightenment through the conqucst of obdurate
slerents., '

Thus it 1s that the arrowpoint becomes the stylus with
wnich the history of human cffort may be vritten in living
ictters.

Arthur C, Parker, Dircctor,
Rochecster Museum of Arts and Sciencoes

Reprinted by peormission----- The Pennsylvania Archacologist, May
1932, -

THE +(LhCHALAECLOGICLL SCCITTY
OF
LELAVLRE
EDITORILL

With the cstablishment of The firchacological Socicty of
I layarc conies an opportunity te render this State and the people
who will live in it ycars from now a valuable cultural and
cducntional scrvice. The Socicty is decdicated to the study of
man, cspecially to the study of the "Grand-father Men" of
Delaviare., 1t vias concecived and founded by a small group of
persons interested in finding and prescrving the artifacts and
relics of the Indians. Our program is ambkitious yct rcasonably
conservative., It is capable of enlargcment as the niembership
grovs, Mcembership includes rcgular issucs of this Bulletin,
opportunity to keep in touch with archacological progrcss not only
in Delawnrce but in nearby Statns, association with pcrsons in-
torosted in thesc subjccts, worthewhile ricetings and intcresting
wdresses by trained archacologists. Through the mcdium of the
Pulletin membors arc given an opportunity to communicate their
sxpericnees and observations to other members. 4 Question-
insver page will be conducted, the answicrs being provided by an
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crpert. You scnd the aquestions; we'll supply the answvers.
The responsc with which the officcers have met in all phnscs
of our program has been gratifying. Individuals cntrustod wvith
n9001iﬂc carcs have given cxccllent accounts. “the opirit anong
~cribers has been flno. Coopcration is a nccossary Ifactor in thc
succcss of any undcrtaking such as ours. "¢ 2arc on the threshold
of a new storec of knowlorge. We are about to r.cord for posterity
the story of i first 1nhwn1tants of our Statc. Hach of us has
par: €0 play so0 that success may be assurcd. among oth:.r
w=engs we must cach scrve as committecos of onc to sccurc addition-
al nembers; vic rmust advortisc the work of our Socicty; ¢ must
Zecp our vbpr scntatives in the State Loegislaturc WﬂIOPmud of
our progress; wWe must "°cll" our program to the pcoplc of the
rtatc; we must "talk up" our Muscum projecct. Thc Gosrnor has
alrcady indicatcd his approval and support. It is up to us.

a

From timc to time tho various committces will have occasion
to mail to thec nicmbers qucstionnaires asking for ccrtain kinds
of information. Plcasc makc a spocial point of answering and
rcturning them as quickly as possiblc. The Committce for o
Statc Survey has distributcd blanks of scveral types. Theso
nay be forwardcd to any momber of the committcc or to Mr., de-
Valinger at the State House. He will have charge of the files
of the Socicty and will coopcratce with members desiring infor-
mation,

Surmer months arc herc again! Indian rclics lic untouchced,
valting for your cager hands to gather them. Tceam up with a
fcllow menmber or an interested prospect for a hile into the corn
ficlds. The fresh air, the cxerciso, the companionship, the
Indian rclics=--all are good for you. It's grecat sport. Xcecp
carcful rccords of jyour finds; £ill in a Ficld Rcecord or a Sitc
Sa vey blank and mall it to thc Survey Comnmittec. . The fall
issuc of the Bullctin will ccntain an account of thce s urmerts
progress Writc up an account of any interesting finds and sand
it to bho cditor. Here's luck to Jou!

It is hopcd that cndovmecnt funds will be fortlhicoming to
~perimit enlargement of the Bulletin., In this issuc we might have
uscd half a dozon photographs to illustratc Mr. Wigglcsworth's
intcresting account. The pricc of cuts is beyond the limit of
our treasury. If cndovment funds can be provided this will be-
comc o printed magazinc as it should be, grcatly enlarged,
morc valuablc, illustratcd. Small contributions may be for-
varded to Mr., dcValinger. We can bring about this transformation
if we all contributc a small amount. Let's do it.

The Archacological Socicty of New Jerscy has cxtendced to us
an invitation to take part in a joint confercncc of the New
Jersey, Now York, and Pecnnsylvania Socictices to be held in
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srenton at a datec not yct announced. Here is a finc opportunity
for us to cooperatc in the study of the Lenni-Lenape. We have
~zny problems in common and will be mutually benefitted through
such a meeting. Details of time and cxact place will be mailed
tc the membership., It is hoped that our represcntation will be
notoviorthy.

- e - v Gm e b e e m Wt e = e e e w

Thanks arc hercwith cxtended to Drs. Mason, Guthe, and
cadzow for their help and guidancce during the pceriod of our cx-
trene infancy. The service they rendered is invaluable. With-
cut their sound advice and counsel we would be far rcmoved
tror1 our prescnt degrec of progress. They stand ready at all
timecs to help us carry on. Wec appreciate their sincere intcecrcest

and encouragcrient., We oxtend gratitude also to Mr. Wiggles- -
worth for his finc account of nis work at-Rehoboth. Our only
regret 1s that we arc unable to reproduce the photographs he
tool. ,

e et e e e e e e e e S e

The cditor again requests that any interesting accounts,
lczonds, information be sent to him for inclusion in the
3ullctin. The next issue will be bigger and better.
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