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REPORT OF MEETINGS

On Friday, May 19th, 1933, a meeting of this Society
was held in the Lecture Room of the Wilmington Institute Free
Library. The minutes of the previous mecting werc read and stood
approved as read. FPresident Omwake announced a joint mceting of
the Archaeological Societies of New York, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey and Delaware, to be held at Trenton on Saturday, liay 27th.
Attention was called to the distribution, at this meeting, of the
first issue of the Bulletin of this Socicty, and of publications
of the National Research Council:. Announcement was also made of
a field trip, the next day, in the vicinity of Farmington, in
Sussex County, where excavations of an Indian burying ground
would be under the direction of Dr. J. Alden Mason and Rev. Dr.
John Cooper.

Upon the recommendation of the Nominating Committee the
following members were elected to the Executive Board: Mr. W. W.
iMack and Mr. Archibeld Crozier for three years; Dr. H. V. Holloway
and Mr. Allen Craig for two yeers; and Dr. M. Dalema Draper and
Dr. Frank Morton Jone¢s for one year.

Rev. Dr. Jonn Cooper, of thec Catholic University,
Washington, D. C., Secretary of thc American Anthropological
Association was introduced by President Omwake and told us
something of the work of that Society.

Mr. Archibazld Crozier was then called upon for an
address on the Indiszns of Decleware. TFollowing Mr. Crozier's
adGress, Mr. Joseph Wigglesworth invited the members to view
his extensive collection of Indian artifacts, at his home at
Hillcrest.

Submitted by,
Leon deValinger, Jr.
Secretary - Treasurer.

A regular mecting of the Archceological Society of
Dezlaware was held Saturday, October 21, 1933, at 3 P.M. in the
Auvditorium of the Dover Hijgh School. The meeting was opened by
President Omweke and the Secretary read the minutes of the
prcvious meceting, which were accepted as reed. The President
caelled attention to a communication, received from the Secretary
of the New Jersey Archaeologiczsl Society, setting forth that as
their meeting dates werc the same as ours it prohibited their
members from £tending our meetings or our members, some of whom
arc also members of the New Jersey Society, from attending their



Loetings. It was moved, seconded and voted unaninmously in the
s°firmative that the Secretary notify the nmembers of this Society
cf the provosed amendnents to our Constitution, changing the date
oi mcetings from the third Saturday to the second Saturday of
Junuary, March, May and October. President Omwake also pointed
cut that as sone farmers and landowners had no meuns of dis-
tinguishing mcmbers of this Society fron others who might danage
their prcperty, there should be an identification card presented
tu each member. This suggestion was formulated into & wotion,
seconded and passed in the affirmative. It instructed the Sccre-
tary to secure bids from printers and have identification cards
printed for distribution anong the members.

Dr. Frank G. Speck, of the Department of Archaeclogy of
the University of Perumisylvania, and author of a number of works
treating upon the anthropology of the Nenticoke, Conoy and Dela-
ware Indians, was the principal specker. He gave an interesting
lceture on the life znd hebits nf the Nanticoke and Delaware
Indians and exhibitad a nuaber of specluens of their work as well
as documents relating to them. Dr. Speck's secretary, Miss
Gladys Tantaguidgen, a tull-blooded Mohegan Indian, appeared in
th. native dress of her tribe and explained Indian wearing
apparel, as well as cxhibiting relics brought from Dr. Speck's
collection, in the State Museun at Trenton, New Jersey.

Mr. Onwcke then asked Dr. D. S. Davidson of the Depart-
ment of Archaeology of the University of Pennsylvania, to explain
nis plans for an archaeological survey of this State and the
tastern Shore, which has been made possible by a fellowship granted
to Dr. Davidson by the University of Pennsylvania.

Submitted by,
Leon deValinger, Jr.
Secretary - Treasurer.

ALGONKIN-IROQUOIS CONTACTS IN NEW YORK STATE

By William A. Ritchie,
Assistant Archaeologist, Rochester Museun
of Arts and Scicnces; Secretary of the
New York State Archaeological Associotion.

When, about one thousand yeurs ago, the Iroguois began
their migration intc what is now New York State, they found then-
selves confronted at rmuny points by & people of Algonkin stock, a
people whose ancestors had for o very long period cccupied this
region. The earliest Algonkin umigration seems to have cone from
the west or northwest several thousand years ago and to have been
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onsible for & culture which Parkerl has designated the Archaic
nkin. Clearly these people were nomadic savages, hunters and
ermen who practiced neither agriculture nor the ceramic

: Their camp sites were scattered along the nrincipal waterways
of the Statc, the St. bawrence, lhudson, Mohawk, Susquehenna and
its tributaries, Genesee, and, with greatest frequency, in the
7inger Lakes coumtry. The occupation has been traced by means of
its most characteristic artifact, the beveled adz@, into lower
Untario, the southern fringes of New ingland, and cdown the Sus-
quehanna into Pennsylvania as far south at leest as Lock Haven,

as r. T. B. Stewart!s fine collection shows.

P
on
ish

ct U‘ o v

x\ e £
‘;f-: =

l\~

On these ancient campsites only stone implements remain,
the scanty refuse with its perishable bone andé other. implements
has long since been dissipated. The stone types are few, but
individual specimens ure often becutifully mace. Absolutely
typical is the beveled adze, specimens of which, worked with
extraordinary skill oul of hard rock, vary in length from a few
inches to nearly a foot. With it arc associated on closed sites
celts rectangular in side view and narrow notched projectile
points. It was formerly believed that thes bone industry of this
sarly culture was very weak and, in fact, the context of the
veveled adze, the type implement, was unknown until the great
village sitg at Lamoka Lake in Schuyler County was cxplored by
our museum.® Here in the deep refuse of many years accumulation
the full congeries of the Archaic Period came to light. Side by
side with beveled adzes and a uniform type of narrow-bladed notcéhed
arrowpoint werc¢ thousands of bone and antler artifacts comprising
awls, fichhooks, gorges, bird-calls or flagolettes, knives,

seravers, pendants, and many other categoriec, at least two of
which ar¢ unique. Some of the specimens -still preserved spiral
decorations in red hacmatite. No pottery, pipes, polished slate
objects, gouges, groov~u axms, harpoons, or charred agricultural
products were recovered from the hunéreds of pits and the deep
layers of the general rafuse mantle. Carbonized acorns and the
shallow mortars on which there werc ground with the muller, and the
cylindrical pestle were common. There were also bones of a

small species of dog.

Unfortunately no cemetery could be located but o few
skeletons were found whieh revealed a mocerately tall people of
slight build who possegssed long, narrow (aollchocephalic), high
vaulted khyp51cephullc) skulls, and relatively narrow noses
(leptor: ~hine).

l. A. C. Parker, The Archaeological History of New York, New York
State Museum Bulletins, Numbers 237, £33, Albany, New York.

Sec clso Parker's Aboriginal Culturces and Cultures 2nd Chronology
of the Genesee Country, ‘roc. of Roch. Acad. of Scicence, Vol. 6,
No 8L, Roeh 0200

2. W. A. Ritchie, The Lamoka Lalkc Site, etc., Res=arches and
Transacticns of the New York Stute ArchubOlOglCdl Association,
Vol. VII, No. 4, Rochester 1832




The upper level of the site proscented a clear picture cf

second people who were hostile to the original inhabitants as
ooy mutilated bones, some vith cmbedded arrowpeoints, showed.
7re pits and graves of thesc invaders obviously interrupted the
ccntinuity of the older strata and contained such new forms as
crudc cord-impressed pottery, the gouge, grooved axe, bzanerstone,
gorget, broad-bladed notched projectile points, many of exotic
rmaterial, such ag argillite, guartzite, jasper and chalcedony,
and hcads made from various spcecies of shells derived from the
iddle and Suuth Atlantip coasts. The sKeletons, tou, showed
marked somatic differencdes. They revealed a group shortar in
stature and stockier than the original Lamokians, with broad
skulls (brachyccphalic), high in th: vault (hypsicephazlic), and
broad noses (platyrrhine).

Certainly thire 4s a menifest relationship, both
somatically and culbturally, with the region to thsz scutheast of
How Yorik. Stylistically similar pottery occursssuthh as far as
the Yodkin River in North Carwlina and up the Avlantic littoral
te ilova Scotia. The argillite, Jasper, and quartzite are at
hwome in northeastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and farther scuth,
whilc the ocean shells un expert copiniovn cuuld have come from
ncwhere else.

These people of the supcerior level at Lamuka constitute
the typc of the Scornd Algonkin Period in New York, wne of long
auration, whoswe vestiges lie thickly scattered over mest of the
state, the greatest concentraticn being, however, along the
coast, and northward to Nuva Scotia.

Excavations at several cther sites besides Lamoka, where
the invaders remaincd fur but a shirt period, have cnabled a
more complete culture inventory which includes, besides the
variocus types already enumerated fronm the uppar level at Lamoke,
the bene herpcon (rare), pipes of stone and clay, (preduminantly
i stine, often with human and animal effigies), the plummet,
native copper, steatite vessels, and probably the birdst.ns.
Agriculturc was practiced, charred corn, beans, and squash seeds
having been found, and the cultivation of tobacco is inferred
from the presence =f pipes. :

Therc is every reason tw believe, from ovidence thus for
accumulated, that this Scec.nd Period had 2 bruad horizontal as
well as vertical range and there are to., many conncectins and
parallels with the d.ininant Algon¥%in culture of castern and
central Pennsylvania, Hew Jerscy, and Delaware t orcclude the
assumption .f a genetic relationship between New Yoerk and these
areas: that is, of thzir having been at this time a single
culture province, with, hewever, meny regional ané marginal
variations. :

This horizon was later intruded into in the western part
of its range and for a relatively short period by mound building
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Sh conturies later came the Iroquois, pushing into
Jnbtaragus, and Allegheny counties from northwestern
v_vania ana, as we hava recently learned, into Tioga and
_rovac countics as well, from northern Peans ylv:zla. Thedr
sorliest scttlements wcrb stockaced villages on hilltops from
vnich we may infer that they were cautiously wecging themsalves
into the new tcrritory, on guaxﬂ, as it were, for while wg¢ have
found e¢vidences of intermixturc with the Algonkin land holders,
there 1s none to indicate opcn hostilitics. As time' passed and
sheir hold strengthened the lIrocuois cam:z down to the level lancs

and most late prehistoric and uarly contuct villages are so
situated.

The earliest Iroquois culture, although clearly rccogniz-
able, is much generalized anc differs markedly from the later
cpecialized trait complexes developued by cach nation, yet the
ripes, pottery, and bone work arc all pregnant types and it is
possible to trace the modifications which lead from unspecialized
wvare, like that found cnd restored by Kr. Ross P. Wright of Erie,
at WGStflblC, Hew York, to the cifferentiated anc highly stylized
fabrics of the later Iroquois cantons.

The Iroouois, as Becauchamp, Parkcr, Harrington, and
Skinner have showed, were not users of the polished date
"problumatlcal‘" or "cerewonials®", the grooved axe, gouge, elbow-
type pipe, and pointed-bhottomed vassel, but earlier groups used,
contrary to general belief, some notched arrowpoints in adcition
to the characteristic triangle. These have been found on carly
closed sites of Senaca and Neutral provenience.

Although numerically in the minority, the Irogquois of
the initial thrust exerted powerful influence on the Algonkin
vhom they contacted. This new impetus we beliave was sufficicnt
to inaugurate changes in the culturc pattern of the Algonbin
leoding to what we have distinguished as the Third Period.
must not be supposed that actucl Algonkin-Irogueis contaets Were
the rule throughout the state. Rather thie attenuatea influence
of the new people w2s Ciftused gracdually northward prececing by
consicerable time th. actual Ircquois alvance.

The ware of the thira Algonkin Period is fully mature as

1. W. A. Ritchie, Thc Algonkin Scqucnecs in New York, American
Anthropolgist, Vol. 34, No. 3, 1832
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R at-ele) 1'_.ake,’L Levanna (Cayuga County),* and other village
e demonstrate. Polished slates, the grooved axe, and gouge
ve gone out; the clay elbow-type pipe is comion, as is the bone
srpoon; and triangular arrowpoints (usually eqguilateral rather
inan isosceles, the generzl form of Iroquois points) are the rule.
inese changes are doubtless to bhe attributed to tha Iroguois.

On such sites as Castle Creek, ncar Binghamton, close to
ine early Iroquois frontier, the most striking evidence of the
cultural dominance of the Iroquois was revealed by our field work
i9%1. The pottery showed, in addition to the typicel impressed
ctate decoration of the Algonkin, incipient rims, castcllated
s, and incised chevron ornamcntation on rims and shoulders,
rhese innovations being cxecuted with hesitant and unfamiliar
touch and clearly attompts to copy the motifs of the new masters.
pes, bones, and ston: work, all show tha new trend. Many coastal
tes illustrate this deculuration of the Algonkin. The pottery,
long a puzzle, was called "sub-Iroquois". It can now be attributed
to the Algonkin of the transitional interval.

tn

As a reflex in the process of Algonkin acculturation by
the Iroquois the somatic type of the latter was changed. The
ilzonkin of the Second and Third Periods were brachycephalic or
a:socephalic (contrary to prevailing opinion); the prehistoric
Iroquois were prcdominantly dolichocephalic with high or low
7ault, coupled with a broad nose (the first combination called by
Lixon® Proto-Negroid, the sccond Proto-Australoid). Iroquois
sxulls from late prehistoric and colonial sites are largely
misocephalic or brachycephalic, the resul: of hybridization,
trachycephaly being domincnt over dolichocophaly.

Thus the effects of the contuct of the two groups were
profound on both. The Algenkin progressively lost their cultural
idontity as they withdrew northward and took over many of the
characteristic traits of the Iroquois, while the Iroquois,
absorbing much Algonkin blocd, underwent somatic variations which
lad to morphological resemblances to the subjugated Algonkin.

TAMMANY
by
Juseph Wigglesworth
Clerk of the Court of Commun Pleas
Wilmingtun, Delawarec
The above name is derived from Tammend, meaning affable.

Tammany was the common form of the name of o noted
ancient Lonni-Lenapean, of Delaware, Indian Chief, written also

1.4, C. Parker, Archaclogical Histury of New York, Vel. 1, p. 340

2.W. A, Ritchie, An Algonkin Village Site Near Levanna, New York,
Rosearch Records, Rochester sunicipal Huseum, 1928.

3.Roland B. Dixon, The Racial History of Man, pp. 411-414, N.Y.1923
Sl



Tamanen, Tamend, Tamnig, and iam ne.

Y - o~

Ex the form ‘ol Tamentn, RS ook Sopears
vers oFf a deed to VWillicm Penn in the yecar 1689
what is now Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

The well kn.wn missiovnary, Hoeckewclder, described him
s the greatest anc boest chief known to Delaware tribal
radition; the name is helé in the highest veneraticn among
ne InGians.

ot o

Of all the chiefs and great men which the Lenupe tribe
cver had, h¢ stands foremust »f them all.

Although many fabulous sturies wore 01rcu1atca ab.ut
him amongithe-early settlers, put littie .f his real history
is actually knuovn; it is thought by many ethnolugists that he
was b.rn in the nourthern part .f the State of Delaware, not
#ar from the m.outh .f Naaman's Creek.

We d. know, however, that he was an ancient Lelaware
Chief, whou never had an equal; he was in the highest degree
encowed with wisdom, prudence, virtue, charity, meekness,
«ffability, in fact, with every good and noble qualification
that a human may posscss.

The famc of this great chief extended among the

colonists and in the Revolutionary War his enthusiastic acdmirers

c¢ubbed him a2 Saint, and he was cstablished, under the name of
Saint Tammany, the patron Saint of America.

His memory was celebrated by the early scttlers with a
festival on the first cday of May 1In every year, the celcbration
being conducted on Incdian lines, including the smoking of the
Calumet and Indian dances in the open air.

The nractice of. organizing political anc military
societies along Indien lincs dates back to the French and
Indian Wars and was very much in favor among the soldiers
of the Revolutionary Army, most of whom were more or Jless
familiar with Indian 1ifz ancd customs.

Of several such societies organized about this time
was the famous Tammany Society, originally established as a
patriotic and charitzble organization, but which his been for

many years best knovnl as the dominating factor in the Democratic

politics of New York City.

It was founded in the ycear 1786, by William mooney
and most of its original wmembers were Revolutionary soldiers.

It was organized for the purpose of guurding thsa _
Indep enaeﬂcb, the popular iiberty and foderal union of the new
chubllc, in opposition to thc offorts of the aristocratic
clement, as represcntcd by the Federalists, to make the new

Ll
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aant praciicslly a moasrcehy, with life fermre for
‘ent ancé Senators and 2 restricted propasrty suiirzge.

As the Society of Cincinnati sprang from the officcrs
,¢ the Revolutionary Army, so the Tommany Socicty sprang from
tae pgople.

Its two main purposes werc declarcd to be the perpetuating
of republican institutions anéd thz care of the Revolutiorery
gspldiers, their widows and crphans.

The sociaty took an Indisn name ané formulated for
itsclf a ritual bascd on supposedly Indian custom.

Thus, the name chosen was that of the traditional
Daloware Chief, described at the bzginning of this article; the
meoting place was called the wigwam; thore were thirtecn tribes
or branches, corrosponding to the thirteen original states, the
llew Yorll orgea nlzaulon being the Bagle Tribz, New llampshire, the
otter Trlbb, Massachusetts, the Panther Tribe, Rhode Island,
the Beaver Tribe, Connecticut, the Bear Tribe, New Jersey, the
Tortoise Tribe, Penncsylvania, the Rattlesnake Tribe, Delaware,
the Tiger Tribe, Maryland, the Fox Tribe, Virginia, the LCecr
Tribe, North Carolina, the Buffalo Tribe, South Carolina, the
Racoon Tribe, and Georgia, the Wolf Tribe.

There anpears to bz ne signifigance in many of these
rames anC it is rather singular that our state is the only one
vaose tribe is named for an animal not native to this Country.

It is noteworthy that the members of the New York Tribe,
the parent organization and the only one now in existence,
are now known 2s Tigers.

The calendar of the society began with the year of
ciscovery, 1492; their year, also, began with the month of
October, which was cdenoninated the month of Travelling, and the
successive months in oréer were named Beavers, Games, Colds,
Snows, . Worms, Plants, fFlowers, Heats, Horns, Fishes anc¢ Corn.

The cfficers of the society consisted of a Grand
oachem, who acted as President, and as many Sachems as there were
Stetes in the Unioun, a Secretary ané a Treasurer.

There were also appointed tu serve for thres months,
two introducing anc one initiating Sagamores anc & Viskinski,
who acted as coorkeeper.

) The word Sachon in the Incian lznguage signifiec ruler,
ané. in the Indian form of government a territory inhabited by a
nunber of tribes or clans was governed by a3 Sachem, whose rule
WAS supreme.

Each of the tribes was governed by an official »r lesser

Sha




momm S 2 Saganore.

The Gignity <f Sachem was hercditary, while thoe uffice
re yas eleetive.

The word Mhiskinski" was taken frem an old Algenguin

-y, whore 1t appcared as "kiskinhie! mezning "his eye'.

Ttu meGs of dmitigtion into the suelety nos very clople;
he meeting sclected fur that purpsse, tae Grund Sachem,

re clng sver the Wigwam, directed the Introcucing Sagamnres to
m~ng the candcidate in; the Y, therefore, went to an ante-roum
an¢ having concucted the cancidate to the Vigwam, oune of them
put to him this question:-"Will y.u give us your sclemn prumise
t. suppurt the c. nstltution, rbputﬂtlun anC harmuny of this

[

sseiety ant tu proserve inviclably all of its scecrcts?t

If this question was answerecd in the affirmative, the
,ther Sagamore then gave three loud raps upin the cour, which
was repeated .n the insice by the Wiskinski anc the docr was
,;oened .

The first Sagamere then gave the sign and password and

all three ent red.

The Wiskinski, thereupon, announced t. the society:-
"y Stranger®:2ll the members with the excepti.n .f the Grand
Sachem then arosc tu their fecet and remained stancing until the
initiation corcemonies were finished.

The two Sagamores then advanced with the candicate
between them until they were met by the Initiating Sagamore, who
approached fr.m a cesk at the sicde of the Grand Sachem, holding
an uplifted tomahawk.

"Initiating Sagamore:-"Dees this man love freec.m?!

"Introducing Sagamcre:-"Et h.h (meaning yes)"

"Initiating Sagamore:-"Can he bear fortune and acversity
like a true born American?"

"Introducing Sagam.re:-"Et hoh.M

"Initiating Sagamore:-"7ill he¢ unbury the tomchawk, hid
uncder this, cur great wigwan, bef.re his country's goul requires
it.n

"Intrecueing Szgamore:-Raugh-taw (meaning no) .M

"Initiating Sagauure:-"Then Advance.®

The cancicate was then c¢.nducted by the two Sagamures to
within a shourt distance sf the table, vwhen the Initiating Sagamore

= et




sapd the Grond Szchaz:- "This sirzngsr hes givan us full
~c2 of his sincere intention to support ths constitution,
oy and roputation of this Society.”

e Grand Sachenm then conmanded that the candicate
4 4

The Introducing Sagamore nov pl ice¢ on the head of the

CYWlO te a cap of Liberty, nade of red matorial, and the
introducing Sagarore addrs s,ec hir as follows:- "Friend, the
ravorsble report given us of your character und intentions has
recormiended you to the acceptance of this Society; therefore,
nearing the cap of Liberty, you will ciligently attend vhile

I repeat to you the solemn obligation vhich cenents ‘our grand
chain of Union.® ;

*-

mfhat is your name?" Ths candidate gives his name.
Initiating Scgamore:-"Repeat after ne:-"M

®I, (giving name) do most sulermnly Ceclare that I am not
z menber of any other Tammany Society, also, that I will support
tnc constitution and laws, rceputation and harmony of this
vieciety anc preserve inviolably all its secrets. Four ny
mncerlty in this I call tu witness the guardian genius of
freedon, my country's truth anc justice, ant thoase, ny countrynen,
frienc.s and brothers; and finally for ny true performance of this,
I pledge my wmost sacred honor.™

The oath taken, the Sagamorce continued:-

UTtinor renains forineftordiscloss to youvthe sizn and
grip, without the knowledge of which you cunnot gain admittance
into this or any other hlgwam. First, vhen you come to the coor
of a Wigwan, which is kept by an officer whon we term Wiskinski,
you will give three loud ané Cistince raps, which will be answvered
from within; tha Coor vill thin b opcened, vhen, laying your left
hand on your lcft br“a't you will say:-"Liberty is our life."

The Viskinski rbCponu "1 ay you evor enjoy it"; anc you will then
ve allowel to ente iou will know a brother by your shaking
eachtotheraed th the Laftahanc:

Turning to the mezmbers of thrs Society, the Sagamore asked:
"ire you willing to lose this brother?" To this they all
rEsporic.ed: "Raugh-taw." Then the bagamore again addressed the
new nenber thus I now pronounce you a Son of Tarmmany; anc nay
you in peace anu harmony ever enjcy so honorable a station. You
ar¢ cur brother znd the Grand Sachenm will conzZratulate you on
btechalf of the Society.n

He was then conéuctoﬁ to the Grand Sacheri, who rose from
his seat an¢ took him by tho hoend, saying: "I congratulate you,
brother, as a n.mber of thc anr“ny uOCletV i

The cap of liberty was now removed from his head, the
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;;y formed a chain by standing in a circle arounc the roon
Jagnal firom the Iﬂ1t13t1ng Szganore, =2ch mcmber stamped

Lo . Tmd =
a’l,J n_“,  BAD Lw-b ..\—v Te

~eriony was concludeC by the members resuming their
lev menber affixing his nauvie to the Constitutiom,

Liad. onl nagchments ondh payings th: penudined fes,,
coillars, tc ‘the SpClctary

HISTORIC FIND AT DAGSBCRO, LELAWARE
by
W. Vernon Steen
State Senator fronm Dqgsboro, Delawqre

The Historical Society of Delaware will soon be the
richer by the azddition to their collection of articles of
historic valuc ¢f an old Indian canoe recently unearthed cduring
{raCging operations carriec on by Mr. V., Vernon Steen, State
Senator from vagsboro, in Ceepening and widening Pepper's Creek,

a tributary of Indian River. This operation, we may say in
passing, 1s being d<irectod by the Delaware Fish anc¢ Game Comm-
ission for the purpose of providing the residents of this vicinity,
an¢. other parts of the state, with a place where they may inculge
their penchant for playing the game bass, one of the fish that
(elight the palate of thce epicure.

The historical value of the find¢ lies partly in the
fact that it was mace at what is known as the clé Dagworthy
Land¢ing close to the home of General Dagworthy, of Revolutionary
Viar fame. Genoral Dagworthy was the ovner of what was knovm as
"Dagworthy'!s Cunguest", a tract of 20,000 acres lying just east
of the present site of Dagsboro and bordering un the stream in
vhich the cance was found. This stream, cduring this pericd
of Arerican History, was navigable to ships engaged in coastwide
trace between this region and the cities of New York and
Philadelphia. The vessels plying up and cown this stream carried
sut, for the most part, shingles sawed from the giant cypress
trees, which unce were abuncant in this section of the State.
During the dredging operations workmoen found remains on the floor
¢f an 0ld sawmill in which these shingles were made, anc also
found a number of bundles of these shingles perfectly preserved
in the sand of the stream. Near the spot, on which were found
parts ¢of the floor of the mill, there was also fuund a quantity
uf sawGust secmingly in the same cundition as when it was first
placed there during the sawing of the timher. :

A further historical wvalue of the find lies in the
fact that the canve was in all probability cne of those made
eand used by the Delaware Indians, many of whom roamed thru this
section an¢ claimed it as their uvm. There is, however, a
pPussibility that it may have been the work of the Nanticoke
indians who alsu had their hunting gr.unds in this locality;
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..- it is rather the concensus of ‘'opinion that the Delawares
+rpiled this section as far as it may be said to have been

rolled by any Indians. The Nanticokes were, for the most
3 W sliznziy faribsr o ins wsst.

L P
o O Sl oy gt 8l e S ) STl BiTa LErT T

The canoe was unearthed from a bed of sané about six
depth which, doubtless, helped to preserve it from
riorating offects of thc clements throughout the long

a0 =ea buprial until some of the recent severe storms

Lau away the protecting sand and clay in the immediate

;.cinity sut'ficiently to permit thce rushing water to tear away
rne sides of tha canoe. There is ample evidence to the fact
that until very recently the canoe was practically intact. The
dredge brought to . the surface the entire bow intact, with the
bottom compietc as a part of the craft. On the bottom can be
seen marks where the Indians placed their crude tools, which
they used in fashioning the vessel out of the pine tree cut down
in the vicinity. The length over all is twelve feet, the width
is eighteen inches, and the depth is twelve inches. The bow
1t the top is about five inches thick, though at the bottom, that
is, from the very ecnd thru the stem to the hollowed out part
of the vessel, it is eight or ten inches thick. The stern
appears to have been slightly thicker and tapered in such a way
as to make it more shallow than the bow, yet raised, or curved
in such fashion as to 1lift the stern partly out of the water.
The bottom is three inches thick and the sides measure one and

one-half inches through.

From the viewpoint of design the craft is exceedingly
interesting to any person who may be or may intend to be engaged
in designing. Streamlining which plays so large a part today
in designing boats, cars, and even trains, is very prominent in
this canoe. Though the Indians did not know they were stream-
lining their craft, they knew the basic principles involved and
knew that the craft would be much easier to handle if built or
designed according to certain lines, and these lines are so well
displayed in this craft that we cannot help but marvel at the
ingenuity shown by these primitive people in such a way that
modern daesigners could profitably study the vessel.

i -It is difficult to determine the age of the canoe,
but at the spot where it was brought to the surface there
vere growing pine trees at least seventy-five years old. It
naturally took quite some time for the sand and clay to be
deposited there by the action of the stream in quantities
large enough to furnish a soil of sufficicent depth and cuantity
to support such trees. It is also known that the strcam was very
little used by any one, Indians or whites, after the death of
General Dagworthy which occurred in 1784. The stream had been
filling in with sand and no cffort had been made to keep it
open. Judging by these things it is probable that it dates back
one hundred and fifty years or more.

This find is just another link in the large number of
things which show this region to be rich in Indian lore znd in
other matters of historic importance. Almost within a stone's
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- of Dagsboro lived the Revolutionary War hero, General
Wcrthf, znd in Dagsbeoro was born one of Ambrlca's statesmen,

’

23nlarol scrvsa¥nd sEcounsryliassSecrotaryfofState anc ithen =3
z,*', Senator from his siczte, Jorm K. C'avtdw, ERd AT
Bigl Aonor thzt LhEre SES TSRt ETCCran, Bt oncned S
! rd5,118338 ,Nane of ithelfinest spbest equipped =nd mos

very: way, school ballalngs instne dland; and it 1s
~x% whis community should be placed on the list of
, Pl worthy off viﬂit by parsons interested in
saa matiters which hawve helhypell bl wwp i Gaddttors whtich
cught Delaware intc the place it rlghtlj holds as the "flrSu
tate 0f Thco Nation.®
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