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PROBLE{S IN THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE DEL:MAKVA PENINSULA
By D. S. Davidson

The Delmarva peninsula, comprising the Eastern Shore of
Virginia- and Maryland and the greater part of the State of Dela-
ware, can be considered, prechistorically speaking, as terra
incognita. As for most areas settled at an early time by the
European colonists, lettered or unlettered, our knowledge of the
aboriginal inhabitants is woefully meager, in spite of the many
opportunities for direct observation which prevailed. The
documentary evidence contained in the accounts of a few interesteca
individuals is indeed so fragmentary that were it not possible
by analogy to draw upon the also incomplete records of the related
and culturally similar neighboring tribes, not even a partial
description of the outstanding features of local Indian culture
would be possible.

It is almost too late to add to this small store of
ethnological information. Descendants of the Nanticokes from
whom even now it is possible to secure some additional data
are still found in Canada and in Oklahom&a and remnant groups
still exist in the peninsula itself. Their numbers are few,
however, and in another few years when the present old folks are
gone, the last opportunity for fortifying our scanty knowledge
from living informants will have passed.

In respect to our archaeological knowledge of the penin-
sula even less information is available. Practically no excava-
tions have been made and the little material we have is insuffi-
cient to warrant at this time the formulating of other than the
basic problems of the region. Even the large museums contain but
a few stone objects and pottery sherds from this area, although
not an inconsiderable amount of similar material is in the hands
of local amateur collectors. These specimens, however, are of
little direct importance to the fundamental archaeological prob-
lems “which must be solved before we can Ilay claim to much knowladge
of the area, although they are of interest in themselves and serve
to illustrate the complex nature of the cultural matrix of the
peninsula. For the most part the collected objects represent
surface finds and, in many cases, have been detuached by natural
or humen agencies from a historical setting in association with
which they were parts of an observable znd readable paragraph in
the story of aboriginal occupation. Removed from such a context
by the plow or by erosion such objects or fragment.ry pieces may
be likened to pied type,--we can still ascertain the size and
style of type and can separate the capitals from the small letters
but we cannot fit the individuals pieces into their word and
sentence structures.
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Except in the nore gcnerallzoa piroblems of distribution

and diffusion surfzace-finds are thus of little direct 1mport~ncc

ahy xbt"m“b to determine the sequence OT Pu urcc and  the
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Ducull writies oi each, for on’ the surtfzce 1t js uo::~ble Eofdeiad
specimens from 21l the different prehistoric levels zide by sice
with €izearéed vzzor blades, pieces of cosdl oF oWugy oDjechbs of

post-columblan ege. It is only after the proper temporal rcls-
tionships between the various types of objects have been determincd
by careful excavation, that the surface finds can be separated

into their proper cultural settings. The determination of the
chronology of culture elements in any arcea is onc of the basic
considerations of archaeology.

The lack of an abundance of carefully excavzted material,
however, should not be considered as an unfortunate condition for
the Delmarva peninsula. As a matter of fact it may be just the
opposite, for with archaceological studies of this region Jjust be-
ginning it should be possible by proper planning and s close coop-
eration of interested parties to achieve a more direct success with
a minimum expenditure of time and effort than has bcen obtained,
relatively speaking, in many other places in the world where activ-
ities with no centralized planning have been going on intermittantly
over a period of years. It is also fortunate in many ways that
efforts in the peninsula have been delayed until the present time,
for it is now possible to conduct research with a knowledge of thc
already formulated general problems of the eastern part of -the
continent, arrived at only after many years of groping study by =
number of students in many areas. With such z background for the
Eastern United States it is to be hoped that progress in the under-
standing of problems local to the Delmarva peninsula will be more
rapid than otherwise could be expected if nothing were knovm from
adjacent regions.

The science which today we term Archaeology is no longer
concerned with the mere collection of artifacts, but has as its
foremost purpose the rcconstruction insofar as the evidence warrants,
of the story of life as it was lived by successive groups of pre-
historic or preliterate peoples through ‘thc interpretation of the
materials purposely or inadversatly left by them in the ground. Al-
though the more obvious remains, and thc ones gencraolly representod
in collections, such as manufactured weapons and tools of non-
perishable materials, are of interest in themselves a2s evidence of
the handwork of so-called primitive man, the data which tells a
more complete and a much more human story are the unpretentious
facts secured only by painstaking and tedious excavztion. - Arrow-
heads and pot sherds, the more common rcaains, must therefore be
considered as not the most valuable clues to the reconstruction
of the story of aboriginal life, although a1t the result of their
durability it is often convenient to consider tham as type specimens
of established cultural levels. Of equol if not greater significo-nce
are the facts from thc refuse pits, such 2s bits of charrced food,
the bones of animals and fish, shells from sc¢afood, orn2ments;
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informatien such as floor types of houses, methods of burial and

the skeletal types associated with them; and a host of other cvi-
dences which can be secured by an exacting methodology of excava-
tion and by a careful observation of every clue which may contri-
bute to the story. It is only after the less perishable objects
usually encountered in surface collecting have been found to have
specific associations and correlations with groups of other traits
not represented on the exposed surface, that thecy may assume their
prime importance as indicators of differcent cultures or of different
culture levels.

The determination of chronology is one of the most
perplexing problems in the archaeology of Eastern United States.
Very few sites showing asctual stratification have been found al-
though they are not uncommon in certain other parts of the country,
particularly the Southwest. Nor has it been possible to make much
use of geological and paleontological evidence as has been done
in the 01d World where human or industrial remains are found in
various Pleistocene levels and can be given relative dates by
glacial evidence or by the presence of those remains of extinct
biota which are definitely associated with certain geological
periods. In the New World we have as yet no authentic evidence
to prove that man has lived here prior to the last Glacial period
and, with some important exceptions there seem to have been few
changes in animal types since that time. For the East, therefore,
it has been necessary, to resort to other methods of determining
chronology, efforts which are meeting with considerable success
and which, in many ways, hold great promise of eventual satisfaction.

One of the most important sources of information has bcen
the historical records which indicate the particular tribes which
occupied known sites at the time of the arrival of Buropeans. As
a starting point it has been possible, therefore, to associate
certain types of cultural and skeletal remains with definite tribal
groups, and by archaeological investigation, fortified by native
traditions of movements, to trace out in part some of the late
prehistoric changes in native population. For inctance it is
generally recognized that Iroquoicn speaking peoples are of southern
derivation and that they invaded Hew York State and adjacent regions
several hundred years before the arrival of Furopesn colonists.
Since certain types of artifacts are associated with Iroquoian
occupations it is possible to date all sites which contain these
objects as relatively recent. Different forms and different kinds
of objects, however, are zlso found in pre-Iroguoian sites in the
same general region and these have been observed to be similar to
artifacts contained in historic Algonkiun sites of other areas. It
thus has been passible to indicate a chronologicsl relationship
between what we term Iroguian znd Algonkian cultures. This is
stating the matter naively of course, for us is well known each of
these cultures is characterized by variztions which in certain arons
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can be also shown to have chronological relationship. What may
have preceeded the loviest Algonkian we have no way of telling at
present. This crude culture may have been the first in Eastern
North America. It may be said, however, that the whole question
of the antiguity of argillite "culture" has never been satisfac-
torily expl:nined nnd that peoples other thron e-rly Algonki~ns, but
with & similsr crude hunting culture, m~y hove preceeded the
latter in the Eost.

Many of the differcences in the various "levels" of cul-
ture in the Northeast are undoubtedly the rcsult of locnl develop-
ments. For a considerable period of time, however, just how long it
is, of course, impossible to indicate in years, but anteduting the
Iroquoian migration but 2 great period of time, there seems to huve
been a constant drift of traits, especizlly those concerned with
agriculture and sedendary industries, from the South. This movenunt
on the whole appears to have been independent of tribal migration.
At the present time very little can be szid of the chronological
aspects involved, except for New York State where they have received
considerable attention. For the Atlantic Seaboard nnd the Southcrn
States our knowledge 1s still too fragmentary to warrant more thon
the stating of the problem. It seems obvious, however, that sitecs
containing these traits must be of greater antiquity in the South
than in the North, and it is to be hoped that some day it will be
possible to demonstrate the relative time periods of this long
continued diffusion for the different districts of the whole eastern
area. We may be certain, however, that sslutions will not be arrived
at easily but that meny years of patient incuiry will be required.

The main conditions of a discouraging nature which hinder
an understanding of the prehistory of the Atlantic Seaboard are
primarily climateological ones. If only a part of this region were
semi-arid our hopes could be much higher, but in sn area where moist
conditions, as the result of an abundant rainfsll, are not condu-
cive to the preservation in the ground of objects other than those
of stone, bone and shell, and a few charrced fragments of other
materials, we are denied the privilege »of ever knowing much, if
anything, about clothing, netting, wooden objects, and the like.
These conditions again emphasize the necessity for such careful
vork in all efforts to reconstruct the past, that no shred of evi-
dence, no matter how insignificent it may appear, will be over-
looked. These remarks apply to the entire East, in which the basic
problems are closely interrelated, as well as to individual areas
where local conditions may add to the difficulties of acguiring
satisfactory information.

In the Delmarva peninsula the fundamental nrchaeologicsl
problems are primarily those of the Northezst and of the Central
Atlantic States. 1In this respect the peninsula itsclf does not
warrant the distinction of being considercd a mgjor archaeological
area. ©Situated to one side of the beaten roads of culture diffu-
sion on the mainland, in pre-columbian times as today, we moy
suspect that it has either escaped many of the complicating influcnce:
of the nearby areas, or will be found to exhibit them in less in-
tense form. In such a way it may be likened to southern New Jersey
and eastern Long Island. Such a conditisn, in contrast to what
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one night at first glance suppose, may eventually be found to add
considerably to the importance of this arza, for it nay be pos-
sible by an analysis o the more simple appcaraznces in the penin-
sula to shed some light upon the complicated relatea problems of
the mainland. .

Tentatively we may speak oi' the Deluarva peninsula as on
~rchaeological unit. This does not necessarily mean that wc will
Jind uniformity throughout the region but that fundamentally we
sre treating with similar ecological conditions and that the dif-
ferences in culturec traits are probably of a ninor nature. At the
time of the coming of Europeans, for instance, the peninsula was
found to be occupied by three tribes, all members of the great S
4lgonkian linguistic stock, one of the most widespread and impor-
tant in North Amecrica. The Nanticokes inhabited practically s1l
of the area approximately as far south as the southern Maryland
border. Here the boundaries of the smnall Accohanoc tribe commenced.
In the southermost part of the peninsula another tribe, knovn as
the Accomzc, also of minor importence; was found. In spite of the
fact that all three vwere closely related linguistically and insofar
as we know in other respects as well, the Accohanoc and Accomac
were politically allied with the Algonkian spcaking tribes of the
Powhatan confederacy west of the Chesapeake and possibly represent
a relatively recent movement across the Bay. In such a case there
nay be some minor archazeological difference between them and the
Nanticoke, although fundamentally it would secem likely that they
are not dissimilar. As a matter of fact, the culture of the three
may have been so similar in material traits, with differences found
only in social and political organization, that the evidence which
archaeology may bring to light may not indicate the contrasts
which may have existed.

At, the moment we have no information to indicate that
these tribes werc the first human beings to occupy the arez. It
would not seem ualikely that other groups, probably also speaking
Algonkian languages, may have predeeded them, for the arez un-
doubtedly has been inhabited for a great period of time during which
we may suspect that political units underwent considcrable change.
The most we can hope to determine is whether the racial type has
been more or less constant and whether there have been .any abrupt
culture changes in the past.

Although the Iroguois never occupied any part of the
peninsula their influences, at least in the northern part, seem to
have been considerable. At least we find nuumbers of objects of
typical Iroguoian type =nd form. It must not be supposed that all

these objects have resulted from the visits by the Iroguois, or
have emanated from Iroguoian centers to be brought So the peninsula
as trade goods. Diffusion often, if not usually, involves mercly
the borrowing of concepts and techniques which subseaquently arc
applied locally Perhaps the most outstanding Iroguoian trait
wvhich can be noticed in any good-sized collection irom the penin-
sula, is the triangular arrowhead. Tsnged arro heczds, on the
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soher hand, are distinctly Algonkian. Therc are 2lso many dif-
Cerences in pottery forms and decorations which arc not difficult
to distinguich, as well as exclusive types of other objects as-
sorpeiisptingtd Wil eovee collliiune: cox thiee arhens, vinich nendiine: oo invnl—
ved a discussion to warrant considerztion at this time.

in adéditicn §o these relatively recenit Irgouoizn inlinm
gnces historic peninsular culture contained many traits of south-
ern derivation, many of which imay have arrived at a time contenm-
porary with Iroquoian influence, although the bulk of them
undoubtedly were mucn earlier. If there has al.vays been contact
2cross the lower Chesapcake certain traits w@may-have reached the
lower end of the peninsula first, whereas others may have traveled
overland around the Bay. However, since most of the southern in-
fluences seem to be very old, aad as & result of this antiquity,
are commonly distributed throughout a large part of the East, it
will probably be a most difficult if not an impossible matter to
arrive at any definite conclusions as to local routes of diffusion.

e

Chronologically earlier than the periods of these north-
ern and southern influences we should expect to find what has been
generally termed "early" or "archaic" Algonkian, a crude, non-
agricultural, hunting culture. Whether it will be possible to
find actually stratified remains of any or all of these periods
of culture, remains to be teen. Tentatively, however, it would
seem convenient to list the various types of sites which we may
hope to find and which, judging from our knowledge of adjacent
areas, should fall into the following generclized types:

Most Recent Late Algonkian basic culture with objects
of Iroquoian type and European trade goods.

Recent - Late Algonkian basic culture with Iroquo-
- dan traits but with no Europcan objects.

Eerly - Bagic Algonkian culture containing carly
southern agriculture and cercuic influences.
Archaic - Early non-agricultural, non-ceramic, hunt-

ing Algonkian culture.

It must not be supposed that it will bc an easy matter
to distinguish these different cultural levels. As o matter of
fact, as we have already indicated, the kind of wmaterinsl which we
can hope to retrieve from an area of extremely moist conditions,
and one practically all of which has been repeatcdly plovied, may
be so disturbed as well as so fragmentary in chsaracter that it
will not warrant the drawing of definite distinctions except pos-
sibly in a very few instances. The above general classification,
however, should be kept in mind with the hope that the cevidence
in the ground will substantiate it in a general way and possibly
permit even further subdivisions.

Lirchaeologicel research in the Delmarva peninsula
involves a number of local difficulties, lacking on the mainland,
in addition to those enumerated for the East as s whole. In the
first place the peninsula is devoid of caves and rock-shelters
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which, in being relatively dry, serve to protect artifacte from
disintegration as the result of natural agconcies but which also,
ininot being suited to agriculture, save thetdcposits fron
destruction by the plow. KRock sheltcrs have furnished important
data in other areas.

Oric of the most interesting peculiavities of the penin-
sula, however, and a condition which is of aajor importance
archaeologically, is the general lack of indigenous stone. Since,
broadly speaking, wmost of the stone prccent in a large part of
the peninsula is in the form of artifacts, we cin well imagine
woe premium vhich the Indian placed upon this comsmodity and upon
the weapons and toecls aade frowm it. In spite of the scarsity of
raw stone, stone artifacts appear to have been c¢uite zbundant,
indeed, much more so than one might expect under the circumstqances.
It seems hardly necessary to state thot as the result of this
general lack of stone the specimens made from this materiasl must
represent either importations of the objects themselves or of thc
rav material froa which they were made. That many vwespons, such
as arrosw and spear heads, viere made locally would seem to be indi-
cated by the presence of chips in some sites. It would secexd quite
likely, however, tnat aany specinens, probably the lurger ones
such as pestles and axes, were nade in othcer locslities /nd intro-
duced by trade. 4 4aost interesting and inportsont research study
awaits one who will atteupt to trace the types of stone found in
Delmarvan artifacts to their places of origin. It should not be
difficult to deteruiine the nearest places where outerodpings occur
for there undoubtedly are pnany sources for the :@more coaacn types.
Some of the stone, however, may exhibit such unusual peculiarities
in'its grain or '‘other characteristics that it aay be possible to
identify the very region f'roa vhich it nad buecn taken. All in all
such a study would contribute iwmportant data to our knowledge of
intertribal trade in primitive communities. a

Another peculiarity of the local region wis the custon
of scraping the bones of the dead, especiclly of important chiefs,
and the placing of thea in baskets or other c¢ontainers. Until a
considerable number of sites have been éxcavazted it will be in-
possible to determine how important this custoa was or how long it
had been practiced in the area. In spite of the care with which
these boncs iwere undoubtedly handled we uny expect that it will
be much more difficult to obtain information by archineology about
this manner oi disposzl of the dead than in those instances sherc
there is direct interuent of the body.

“

In a very briefl way the foregning account introduces
soxe of the mora obvious problens of a2 general nature which are
concerned with-any attempt to reconstruct the prehistory of the
Jsrehistory of the Delmarva peninsula. 15 in all arecs sthere the
reimains are aeager, success and understanding will be achieved
only by means of 2 uost careful scrutiny of every fact obtainable.
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Itaistoo much, perhaps, tof hope thatsitiillfbe spssipl et
more than partially solve many of the probleas indicated.
However we have the advantage of at least knowing what aany
of our goals are. If it should be found impossible to reach
them let us hope that the failure may be the result of an
inability to securc adeguate information and not the result
of hasty and destructive efforts, carcless observation or &
lack of & scicntific method of excavation.

THE AMATEUR'S OPPORTUNITY

By Arthur C. Parker
President; New York State Archeologiczl association

The amateur archaeoslogist has an iaport.ant function in
the unearthing of the pre-history of the necw world. iuch depends
upon the amatcur; nuch depends upon what he does cna upon what
he refrains from doing. One is as important as the other.

Before the collector may call hiasclf an archaeologist
even in the amatcur sense he must understand the scientific ob-
jective of his collecting activities. There is nothing coaplex
or abstruse about understanding this for it is simply revecaled.
It is this: The objective of archaeology is to so examine the
evidences of past cultures that it is possible to evaluate and
revizualize them in the present.

Let us take the oft-used simile of & book. The past is
written in the soil by the relics of past generations. From these
artifacts we are able to arrive at a knowledge of the abilities,
the ingenuity, the mental attitudes, and the artistic sense of
people no longer existing. In other words our aim is to read the
whole story in the earth-leaved book of orchaeoslogy. We can only
do this by getting every vistage of material that remains for-
interpretation. It will not do to make. telections or to ignore
things that cannot easily be displayed upon the shelves of a
cabinet. It will not do to ignore the bones of the aborigines
as forming no part of the picture. Everything must be saved. It
must be saved and kept together and not separated until expertly
exqmined and recorded. Thus one only performs a part of his duty
in collecting arrowheads, pottery or poliched stone implements, to
the exclusion of rougher objects. The collector may do this but
archaeologist, amateur or professional, never. There is a funda-
nnental difference betvcen the two in the method of approach. The
collector merely wants to accumulate the things thet strike his
fancy or satisfy his aquisitiveness. The archaesclogist first dec-
siresitoarestore the 10st culturefin: all sits detoils for thei‘purpose
of mcoking it live again in present-day unacrstanding, 2and to
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accomnplish this end he gathers all the material that he can
discover in original sources. Then he @makes his interpretation.

Thesce focte are held essential by every field archae-
ologist amateur or otherwise. He selects 2 site and makes a
complete examination, procuring not only the skeletons and the
objects but making detailed photographs and sketches of pits,
graves and objects of iuportance in their rclative pocitions,
in situ. More than this, he makes a record in his field book
on the spot. He will not remove an iaportant or cignificant
specimen until it is photogrophed, diagramed and described in his
field book. His work is done as conscienciously as that of a
surgeon operating upon a patient, and his notes will be as
meticulous.

If the amateur will take heed of tnese suggestions, he
may add much to the work of discovering pre-historic fAmerica. By
taking proper precaution he will be able to aid the professionsl
scientist and receive the hearty thanks of cvery institution en-
gaged in the difficult task of saving the fragments that remain.
It must be reamembered that most professional archaeologists who
have risen to recognition began their carcers as an:teurs. By
the application of correct principles to their opportunities they
have achieved their success, while the many who merely remained
collectors have not only added little to knowledge but actually
destroyed valuable facts that can never be recovered.

The moral is sinply this: Get the facts and the
collection will take care of itself in a handsome vay.

(The following article was found by Miss Anna T. Lincoln, Curator
of the collection of the Delaware Historical Society in the 01d
Town Hall, in an old copy of The Every Evening, September £7, 1883.)
Editor.
DELAWARE'S STONE AGE
DELAWARE AS & RIVAL TO MYCENAE FOR AKRCHAREOLOGIC..L RESE!.RCH
RECENT DISCOVERY OF CORN CRUSHING MILLS OF STONE

(Special correspondent of the New York Evening Telegram)

Felton, Del. September z5.-For the last five years a
sclentific examination of the archaeological remains of Delaware
has been conducted by Francis Jordan, Jr., of the Antiquarian
Society of Philadelphia, and these investigzations have recsulted
in discoveries of auch value to the observer interested in this
branch of scientific rescarch. In conversation with kr. Jordan
to-day your correspondent learned that the reamains of an ancient
Indian tovm at Rehoboth, four miles south of Cape Henlopen, have
already been discovered, und recently cereful examinations have
been made of the artificial shell deposits at Long Neck Branch,
and of the extensive mounds thut occur on the sand flats in front
of Lewes. Southern Delaware possessed unusual attrzctions for the
Indians on account of its proximity to the oyster beds and fishing
grounds of the lover bay, and the vast accuwul tions of kitchen
debris thit have been founu on its shores furnish strong evidence
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that for centuries & multitude of »eople znaually visited the
locality. Eligible sites on the little bays a2nd inlets uvere
sclected rfor their *eugozory villages aznd occupicd wuring the
manths succecding the planting seascn. The reaarkable depasits
on Lewes and Long deck Branch are two milces aptrt and scharated
by a fine forcest, and, although they have cn identical antiquity,
their condition is very different. Longz Heck Braonch is a

narrow strip of lznd 2 aile and a half west of Cape Henlopen,
which a century ago projected into an inlct from the sea, where now
only an iitaense salt acadow exists. The shell hills occupy this
neck of land on an alevation that was then above hL”h watcr @ark
and traverse its entire length, which extends half & .ille fronm
east to west and is 500 feet wiae at its base.

A large part of the deposit is covired %ith a grove of
pine trecs, which have grovm up sincc the spot wos desertcd, and
among then a number whose cortical rings denote an age of over 200
years. If any other cvidence were necded, this would establish the
prehistoric character of the aounds. The trecss and undergrowth
have contributcd to their prescrvation, and vhere the roots have
arrested disintegration, the composition of thece accumulations
can be studied as accurately as if their abandonuent had been =
recent event. They consist of hard-chell claa, oyster, and conch
shclls and the broken bones of cnimals, and a .aorked feature is the
abundance of charcoal and cracked and calcined stone. These
cinders and stones are the rcunants of aboriginal fireplaces.
Fragments of earthenwarce of extraordéinary size viere found among the
charcoal, and whenever excavations were wade the yleld of pottery
was large ond the shells in a wsore perfect condition than gencrelly
occurs. a short distance from the hills, on the surface of the
sand, or directly underlying it, werc¢ found ccveral hundred spec-
imens of stone implemecnts, comprising axcs, hamucr-stones, celts,
finished and unfinished arrow heads, and & nunber of perforated
ornaments-many of thea rare to archaeslogists. Evidence of
trail through glades, and conneccting the encaapment with a jond
of fresh water, from which the Indians obtained an unlimited
supply are plainly visible.

The mounds at Lewes are more extensive than at Long Neck
Branch, but less interesting, becausc they have lost much of their
orlginal form. When the Swedes landed on the spot where Lewes now
stands this shell deposit lined the banks of an estuary that_entcrzd
from the bay, and the bed >f this dri:J-up stream may still be )
traced. A very largc number of stonc iuplements were a2lso found .
together with two gipes of unique design, several ornamental tubes
and two portable stone corn aills - one weighing over 100 pounds
and containing in one of its con-cavities thc grin.ing stone,
2robably just as the Indian wwonen had left it. Thirty years ago
Lewes shell heap was 15 tz 20 fceet nigh, ‘and dazzling whlteneug
0of the bleached shells mace thea a conspicuocus object far ot sce,
but now they have an altitude that will herdly weasure as meny
inches. The great factor in this work of decaslition has been util-
itarian man, by vhom tons of decomposcd shells have been carted
away and their valuable phosphate used for fertilizing purnoses,
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and the cleaents arc gradually obliterating vhat remains.  dir.
Jordan is at present compiling a work in whichi he «ill give the
result of his lsbors in Dela'zrc during the past summer and part
of vwhich will appezr in a forthcomlng gublL 1tion by the
Saithsonian Ins tltublon.

Bastern States srchaeological Fed-ration
Minutes of the Excculive
Comaittee Meeting, February 17, 1034

The Executive Coumittee of the Northeoctern States 7
Conferencc of Archacological Societies met at the University of
Pennsylvania Museun, Philadelphia, at eleven o'clock, February 17,
1934, Col. Liigh M. Pearsall, President of thé New Jersey Socicety
nresided and the following representatives were plresent: Dr.
srthuriBarker Si{Hochest Gl NN Vi eentifdig Schaefier i IEchenectadys;
N. Y.; Mies Frances Dorrance, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; Dr. J. .lden
Mason, Philadelphia, Pa.; J. ¥W. Murray, ithens, Pa.; Lewis J.
Duncan, Harrisburg, Pa.; H. Geiger Onmwale, Hockessin, Delaware;
Ralph E. beers, Laurcl, Dclawuare; Dr. Corn@lius Osgood, Ne: Haven,
Conn.; Dougias Rights, Winston-Salem, N.C.; ... Croziwur, Kennett
Bguare, Pa.;landVidrsy Kathryn B. Greywacz, Trenton, tiio-Jd.

The Chairman stated the purpose of the mecting was to
prepare, for presentation ot the aftcrnoon nmceting, plans for o
permanent interstate organizotion, including a name, officers
and committees, and a prograa of work; and he appointed the
folloving Executive Orgwnization Committec to make the report at
the aftecrnoon session: usr. dezom, chairman, Dr. Parker ond Mr.
Philhower. The Chairman then asked for suggc stions' for a suitable
nane. After o diSCLSSlOﬂ it was voted to submit the name "Eastern
States Archaeological Federation.”

¥r. Glenn 5. Black of Indianapolis ne called to the
meéting to tell about the set-up of the Central Scection States.

after o discussion 28 to the officers needed for the
Federation, Dr. Parker was appointed chairman:of 2 Nominating
Comaittee including the president or next represcntnative of each
state society. This Committec was requested to present o ticket
at the aftcrnson conference.

The :accting then zdjourned.

Miinutes of the kastern States archaeologicnl Federation lleeting,
Philadelphic, Eennsylv,ulq, Februsry 17, 1934.

The second meeting of Northeastern States Conference of
archaeological Eocicties was held at the University of Pennsylvania
Museum, pPhiladclphia, on Szturday afternoon, Februazry 17, 1924 at
two-thirty o'clock. Sixty-four reprchntwtlveu vere prescnt
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Col. Leigh M. Pearssll, President of the ..rchreological
Society of Ncw Jerscy, c¢nlled the nceting to order ~nd introduced
Horace H. F. Jaync, Director of the University of Ponnsylvania
Museun, who cxpresscd o coraial welcome and assured the conference
2 the vholz-heirtzsd cooperaition of the iluscun.

Don:sld ». Cadzowi, =5 chairwan s the Executive Orgnnizs
tion Cormiittece prescnted 2 brief report of the morning mecting
and moved that the conference organize perumancntly under the nanmc
of "The Eastern ctntcs hrchA0ulog1cal Federation! with its purposec -
Hto promote wore scicntiiic study of aboriginsl rensins and to

Jrov1dc means for inter-state cooperotion." The motion was carried.

Charles rhilhover was appointed temporsry chairmaon of
the necting, immediately after vwhich he called for the report of
the Nominating Cosmittec. Dr. Parker thon subamiitted the following

glateRofofficoret

PRESIDENT - Col. Leigh u. Pearesll, +“estficld, N. J.
VICE PRIESIDEATE -~
New York - Charles F. Goddord, hoew York City
Pennsylvanin - Frodericksa Godeharties, Milton, P=.
Delavinrc - H. Geiger QOuawnke, Hockessin, Delawnre
New Jersey - Charles 4. Philhower, L:stflclu, L. dJd.
NorthyCareliing —eDyuglas L, Rights, Wiinston-Ealesn, H. C.
Connecticut - Dr. Cornelins Osgoond, New Haven, Conn.
Maryland - Froank .. wooai¢uld, ““ltj wore, Marylend.

RECORDING SECHETARY - sius Francces Dorr-uce, .ilkes-berre, Pa.
CORREGPONDING SECRET.EY - @rs. Kathryn B. Greywacz, Trenton, N. J.
TRE.ASURER - J. vaard tincPherson, Trenton, H. J.

By 2 un"ai!Luouu vote, balonul Pusrsall was elecied
President of the Federation and was asked to toke the chair. It
w28 then voted that the rest of the ticket be clectoed as a
vhole and: that the Secrctary cast the ballot. This wis done.

The President then announced the following confcrence
committee choirmen:

Reserrch —~ Dr. arthur C. Parker
Editorial - Charles ... Philhower
_ Public hkducntism Donald u. Cadzow and J. .lden Mason
= Exhibits - Vincent Schacffer
It wus sugg cd that the President appoint a committee

to consider By-Laws.

The ainutes of the Trenton confercnce held Moy 27,
1933 were recd .ana ocpproved.
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Dr. Arthur C. ParXer, Director; Rochester #useum of Arts
and Sciences prescnbted an excellent paper on "Some Yrimary Con-
siderations in the Deterwination of Aboriginal Cultures.". This
paper will be published Zn full in the Pennsylvania Archaeologist,
copies »oif wnich may be secured from iiss Frances Dorrance,
President of the Sociebty for Pennsylvania Archaeology, +wilkes-
Barre, Pa.

Dr. D. €. Davidson, Dept. of Anthropology, University
of Pennsylvania discussed the Problems of Archaecvlogical Research
in the Delmarve Peninsula.

The Delmarva Peninsula includes Delaware, liaryland

énd Virginia. The University of Pennsylvania plans to
make a survey there in the near future. The ares has
begr negleched and is quile insecssgibls, Frosm s zrae-
liminary survey, Dr. Davidson found cthe Irocuois did

not occupy the Peninsula. Thelir influence extended Lo
certain areas but he does not yet knov the importance

ocr extent of that influence. Tnree tribes are represcrth-
ed in stone implements and pottery found but the typical
types of them are not known yet. The area is void of
rocikshelters; has open sites; its moist, low areas are
not conducive Lo retention of wood and bone objects. No
definite plans are made ror survey st present since
arrangementis ~re difficult due to three states being
involved. He hopes for funds to start work next summer.

liiss Mary Butler, of the University of Pennsylvania, gave
some gencral information concerning the cooperation of the C.U.A.
and T.V.A. government projects with archacologists, and also told
of the proposed archacological survey of Delaware County under
C.W.A. grant. HMr. Cadzow announced thet the Pennsylvania Historical
Commission had applied for C.W.A. funds for a State-wide survey,
and he suggested that other states do the same. New Jersey reportcd
that they would make application for {unds.

Representatives from the various socicties presented
reports of recent rescarch and plans for rfuture work, as rollows:-

Delaware - H. Geiger Omwaxe stated that very little had becn done

in their state because of necessary economics. Since they have no
State lMuseum they plan to ask for a place to'exhibit at the State

University at Newark. They also will cooperate with Dr. Davideon

eSO TR,

North Carolina - Douglas L. Rights reported that the North Czrolina
Society had only organized lacst year but that they wished to thenk
the eastern societiecs for helping them.  The socidty is uaking o
survey of sites of Indian mounds and villages. It also hopes o
do Tield excavating ond research, forw & wuscun anc to classifly
artifacts.
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Connecticut - Dr. Cornclius 0Osgood, expressed the willingness of
Yalc University to cooperate with the work of the Federation. He
stated thnat Connccticut was in general very poor in archaeologicol
material bul that three years ago the Peabody Huseurm started a
paper survey of the State througn which it located cuite a number
of sites and collections. They hope to continue the survey and
record work of individual amatcur archacologists, and to help in
organizaing them.

Pennsylvania - uiss Frances Dorrance reported that not much field
work had been donce but that interesting mactings had been held and
publications issucd. A letter had been rcceived from Somersct
County saying that they were starting o survoy; and that Gettys-
burg was also planning work in Adams County. i#ilss Dorrance told
about a summer wecting at 'Athens to inspect excavations there; ~nnd
she called attention to the various archacological publications

on display. She stated that their plans for the future were to
develop chapters and to have each county rcpresented in the
membership.

MARYLAND - Frank Wooafiela reported that he would have to deal in
futures. As Director of the Maryland Acacdemy of Sciences, he is
especially interested in the survey of Indian-esites which are
fast being spoiled. He said that Marylsand i3 organizing ¢ group
of interested people ond that they hoped to znnounce soon the
:formaticnNotfaiSoel oty

Nevwi York - Dr. Parker raported that the general office or mother
chapter of the New York archacological Society is in Rochester,
with o membership of nearly 400 and that {throughout the State are
other chapters which repoirt annually to the gencral New York
Socicty.

Vincent bchaeifcr told about the cxcellent work being
done by the Van Epps-Hartley Chapter ond of their systematic
classification of gites and Tinds. His stimulsating report, of thke

* careful but extensive wori of this group of young pcople fired

the enthusiasm of all present.

A letter was read from Charles F. Goddard, regretting
his inability to be present and telling of interesting bundle
burials uncovered by che Long Island Chapter.

New Jersey - Charles Philhower prescented a reviow of recent
fielawork done by mecmbers of the New Jerscy £ociety, including
burials with interesting graove furniture found in nart of the
famous Munsee village, along the east bank of the Delawarc, as
well as a secries of iwportuant burials excavated near Red Bank.
He announced the release of a new publication on New Jersey
Indian Pipes. :
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Dr. J. Alden Hason told of his pleasurc in welcoming
che new sociaties, and =said he felt that a drive 107 new uembere
should be imade. He suggosted thot the reprezentatives join other
state organizatioans, especially new oncs who needed advice and
encouragement. Dr. Mason asked cveryone to sign the register
which would be passced around by Mr. Duncan.

Hon. Frederick A. Godcharles urged the further develop-
ment of the ederation and suggested that possibly Virginia,

West Virginia, and Rhode Island could be added to the group.

Dr. Parker, as chairmaen of the Hescarch Committce,
asked the federation to concentrate on the study of pottery during
the year, securing photogruphs or drawings of typicel vessels, in-
dicating scalc, loc tion, specific site, cte. If no complete
pottcry is available, the same thing chould be done with frogments
of vessecls. He reguested that these photogrophs be forwarded to t
the Corresponding Secretary so that a formal rcport on pottery
could be submitted ot the next neeting.

Dr. Parker stated that the Rescarch Committee would
soon draw up a field record sheect that would be printed in
large guantitics and distributed to the members at cost.

Miss Dorrance expressed a vote of thanks to the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Muscein for the privilege of holding the
conference there and to Lr. Mason for arranging for the dclight-
ful luncheon. The meeting was adjourned.

Frances Dorrance
Recording Secrctary

Minutes of the Amnual Mecting of the Archaeological Society of
Delaviare.

The annusl nmeeting of the Archacological Society of
Delaware was held on January 20, 1934, in the suditorium of Wolfl
Hall at the University of DClaWqu. Pr031dcnt Omwviake opened
the meeting at & P.W. by calling for the resding of thce minutes
of the previous mecting, which wcre approved as reod. In the
absencce of “r. Allen Craig, Chairman of the Vozlnatlnr Lommlttgu,
the Secretary read the following list of nominationsg for office
President, Mr. H. Geiger Omwake; 1lst. Vice President, iiss Anna
T, Linecoln; 2Znd Vice President, ilr. Rolph E. Beers; oucretary, Ly,
William Taber; Treasurer, Mr. Leon deValinger, JL., Editor,
tr. Frank Martine dcal, and for threc year terss on the Executive
Board, Dr. M. Dalema Draper and Dr. Frank Morton Jones. It was
moved by Hr. Cubbage and seconded by Dr. Ryden that the Secretary
be instructed to cast a pballot in favor of thesc nominations.
This nmotion was voted unanimously in the affirmative.
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Then Precsident Omwilke announced th

should be renewed. he Cdlled on, Dr. uCOTg. H. Rydca, whol told
of Presidcnt Hullihen's interest in having the permanent collection
of this Society located at the University of Dslaware. Dr. Rydcp
said that there was room at the University for an exhibit and the
University might bear part of the expense of providing display
cases. Dr. J. 4. Mason moved, and it was seconded that the Pres-
ident appoint a committee to investigate the possibility of es-
tablishing a museum at the University of Delaware and the committec
report at the next meeting. .

The proposed amcndments to our Constitution werc taken
into consideration by President Omwake, who explained that as our
meetings arc now held, according to our Constitution, on the same
day as those of the New Jersey Society, our membors vicre prevented
from attending their meetings and thcy ours. The proposed amend-
ments vere then read, changing the dates of our meetings from the
third to the second Saturdays of January, MMarch, lilay and October
and the vote to accept these amendments was unanimous.

Dr. D. S. Davidson, oIl the Department of Anthropology of
the University of Pennsylvaznia, told of the work that he had done
on this Peninsula under his ieliowshlp grant from the University
of Pennsylvania. Dr. Mason assurcd the members of the Society
that any artiracts found by Dr. Davidson while in Delaware, would
not be taken from this State.

Rev. Dr. John M. Cooper, of the Catholic University,
Washington, D.C., was introduced and gave the Society a very in-
tecresting addfess on the rar Northern Crees. At the conclusion
of the address Miss Regina Flanncry, Dr. Cooper's secretary,
exhibited a number of utensils and articles of wearing apparel
used by the Crees. Upon the motion of Dr. Ryden, which Rev.
Bumstead seconded, a vote of thanks was extended to Rev. Dr.
Cooper for his xindness in coming to address our organization.
At this meeting, the second number of our Bulletin was
distributed.

Presented by,

Leon deValinger, Jr.
Ex-Secrctary
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