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THE DRAWINGS

The Society is indebtcd to KMiss Rachaecl Taylor, Supcrvisor
of Art, Dopartment of Public Instruction, for the two drawings
which appnear in thco front of this issuc of thc Bulletin.

Figurc II represcnts a bipcnnate or banncrstonc from the
collcction of kr. A, Crozicr. Whilc it was not found in Dolawaro,
it i4s undoubtedly a pieco of Lenni Lenape or Delaware handiwork.

It was found sore years oo on the Rced farm betweon Thoro-
fore, New Jersey, and the Delawarec tiver, cbove Peradise. It
is nine inchecs long and two oand one half inches wide, nade of
ergillaccous nock, and is onc of the largest ecver found in the
Delawarc River rogilon.

It waos found by fir. Garrctt G. Detwiler, now of Parkcrsburg,
dest Virginia, by whom it was given to ur. Byron J. Fickering, of
Chester, Bennsylvanic, afitor whose decth about: two ycars ogol, it
was prcscnted to tir. Crozier by kirs., Pickoring.

The stencil cut was madce from an original drowing of the
crtifact by ilr, Detwiler.

ir, Amos Brinton, Law Librariar in the County Buildinrg,
Wilnington, did the rcsecorch work on Figurc I.



Introduction to Mr. Williom B, Mayxyoc

We arec plcoased to present in this issuc an article
on the old Delaware or Choptank Indian Trail, by the noted HMaryland
historiaon, Mr, Willianm B. Maryc of Baltimorc. Our mcmbers whe
attonded the mceting of the Eastcrn Statces Archacological Federation
last Octobor in Baltimorc will rembmber Mr., Marye's intercesting
leccturc on the Indian towns of laryland, some of them located on
the Lastern Shore,

In the present article, Mr, Marye, by palnstaking rcscarch
has definitely located onc of the most important of the very carliest
Delaworc highways. Ilost of the information which we had previously
on Indian trails in our region was legendary and vcry unsatisfoctory
and we arc thercforc glad to present the prescnt paper which will
provc of groat intercst to thosc interested in the carly history

as well as thc archacology of the Delmarve Peninsula,

Archibald Crogzier
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INDIAN PATHS OF THE DELMARVIA PENINSULA
By William B. Marye

Intreducteory Remarks

Humerous references to Indian paths are to be found in the land
recerds of that gapt of the former Province of Maryland known 4s the
Eagtern Shore. Sgome @f thege pecords relate to lands now within the
genfines of the State of Delaware. In several instances these recerds
in which Iridiisnm paths are mentioned, while they apperbain te landi
still in Mepyland, describe these Inidan trails as extending far intp
Delaware, In this way I am able to relate something congerning the
Inddan pabhs of Delaware, while drawihg for the most part on records
belonging to Maryland, Aside from a careful examination of the " Duke
of York Records", which, fortunately, have been published, I have
not Wad an éppor%uniﬁy to examine many Delaware land paterts ether
than those issued by Mapyltand. Strange to say, an examination of all
patefits imsued by Virginia, before 1710 or thereabouts, for lands on
the Eastern Shore, that is, in the two counties of Accomae and
Northamptgn, failed to disclose any mention of an Indian path, al-
though Indianh paths presumably existed in those parts, as elsewhere
in the peninsula.

No adequate deseription of these Delmarva Indiamn paths exists,
so far as I am aware. The old Delaware or Choptamk Path, the sub-
ject of this present paper, is deseribed as an "eld blind path,”
much encumbered with fallen trees, At the time when this description
was written Delaware Path had long since fallen into disuse, but it
had at one timec been much travelled by white people, generally, ol
course, on horseback., In his comings and goings on the Iastern Shor:
of Maryland, in the years 1672 and 1673, George Fox probably made use
of this path, but he tells us little of gencral interest in the jo.r-
nal of his travels, and whether khe paths he trod were reputed to he
of Indian origin, or had been made by white people, 1s a matter
whiech he does not deem worthy of entry in that document. Declawarc
Path is also dcscribed as "small", So too is the Indian path from
Talbot County to Saint Jones or Pockety, This, I take it, mcans
"narrow", "Blind" probably means "obscure" in this case; or docs it
simply mean "not blazed"? Indians, as we all know, never blazed
their paths.,

The four rivers, Pocomoke, Nanticokec, Choptank and Chester, not
to mention others, offered serious obstacles in the way of some
Indian paths which, starting in the southwestern parts of the Eastoi.
Shore, had objocctives in the northern sections of the peninsula.
These strcams, however, were in all cases provided with fords, or,
os our ancestors generally called them, "wading places" or "goings
over". Thesc fords, to be sure, werc situated far above the mouths
of these rivers, usually near, if not above the head of tidewatcr.
The location of these fording -places will undoubtedly be helpful in
determining the course of some of our Indian paths,

It is unfortunately true that in early Maryland records the
typical allusion to an Indian path read something like this:", . . .
to a bounded white oak (pine, ash, etc.) standing by an Indian path".
Such records are of little definitec use to us and, unless it seems
probable that an Indian path thus vaguely mentioned was identical



A 6

with a path concerning the direction of which somecthing definite is
known, no rccord of this character is included in this article.
Exact information as to the coursc of Indian paths cludcs us in
almost cvery instance, We can sometimcs ascert that a certaln path
connccted two known points, but preciscly how it got from onc to the
other wec can not undertake to telle. In cecrtain instanccs we may

at least suspect that old county road arc nothing more nor less than
the Indian paths of long ago, widcncd and made passablc for hoese
and cart under the dircction of "overscers of the highways" of the
scventcenth century. If thesc suspicions could only be verificd,
tho coursc of morc than onc Indinan path would then no doubt be made
clcar. Asiit i1s, a solitary casc, -which will bo taken up later, is
inteoresting not only in itsclf but also as cvidence that such things
happenced and as tending to lend credibility to the widc-sprcad local
traditions to that effect,

BTt
The 01ld Choptank or Dclawarc Path

It is unfortunate that almost 2ll that we know about this old
Indian path, which prcsumably was one of the longest and onc of the
most important Indian highways of thc Delmarva Peninsula, is duc to
a controversy regarding tho identification of tho path itsclf. The
causcs of and tho naturc of this controversy arc pretty well rcvealed
by original documcnts and lettors, copies of which arc hercwith
presented. Theo disputc had its origin in the purchasc from Col.
Iphraim Augustine Horman, of Bohcmia Manor, in Cecil County, Maryland,
of a largc tract of land callcd Saint Augustine's Manor, situated
betwoeen the headwaters of Back Creek of Elk River and the hcadwatcrs
or hcad strcamsof Bohemia River, on thc borders of Delawarc. The
purchaser, liathias Vanbiber, a man of some standing in the community
was urged by Herman to make the purchase, or so he tells us in a
1-ttor, a partial copy of which we herewith submit. Vanbibber aftcr-
wards clalmocd that he told Herman at the time of purchasc, that the
western bounds of this manor, being identical with the castern
boundary of Bohemia Manor, should bc understodd to be the old Delaware
path, explaining what he meant by this path, and that Herman accepted
his intcrprctation, Somc little time after he purchased thc manor
Vanbiber sold half of his intcrest in the tract to the Hon, Philomon
Lloyd, 2 member of Lord Baltimore's Council and one of the leading
men of the colony, who thereupon became a party to the disputec as to
the manor bounds on the side of Vanbibber. Thc motter secms ncver to
have becn submitted to the courts and cpparently Herman's contentions
cventunlly prevailed. Threc land commissions, however, werc held in
order, if possible, to scttle the point in qucstion: two on bchalf of
Herman and onc on behalf of Lloyd and Vanbibber, Herman's first land
commission was held in tho year 1716 (land Office, Annapolis, ld.,
Chancery Procceddngs, Liber P.L. No., 3, 1712-1724, folio 482 et seq.)
Witnessecs sworec that they nover knew of any other path called the
Declawarc or Choptank Path, savc that one which Herman claimed to be
the true path and the castern boundary of Bohemla Manor, as called
for in the resurvey of the manor, amno 1676 (a copy of which is
herewith cnclosed). Col, Herman's sccond land cormission on Bohemia
llanor was hcld in the year 1721, Witnesscs again swore to the Dclae-
ware Poth as identificd by Horman. The cffect of this testimony, if
accepted, was to takeo awoy o large part of the land claimed by Van-
biber and Lloyd for Saint Augustine's Manor and to zive 1t to
Bohemis Maonor. Thrce of the depositions of thesc witnesscs are
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herewith quoted in full, because the deponcnts admit, or appeacr to
admit, that the path in question was an Indian path or wos so styled.
The land commission on the behalf of Lloyd and Vanbibbor was held
in 1723.Hearly all of the tcstimony which was then taken is hercin
guotecd in full, although it runs to considcreble length and therc
is much repetition of statecments concerning Delaware Path. I have
done this in order that the rcecadcr may judge for himself as tc the
credibility of these witnesses, so far as it is =till possible to
form any opinlon on the subject. I, nyself, am inclined to belicve
that their testimony may be accepted for histerical purpcses, and
if any rcscrvations must be made, it should bec remcmbered that
three witnesses for the other side admit that Deolaware Path was
celled the indian Path and that onc of them, Benjamin Cox, tostifies
to having beon informed by his brother that the path in question was
the "former %ndian Choptankt road”. The comriissioncrs who met at
the instance'of Lloyd and Varbibber to settle the western bounds of
Saint Augustinc's lanor, while ordering that thce testimony which
thevy heard be rocorded, werc unable to rcach a deccision, for the
rcason,as they gave it, that Herman declined to be o party to the
cormission (Ibid., p.%49) Two ycars lator, in 1725, the matter still
hung firc, as witncss Vanbibber's lctter of that ycar and the dopos-
ition of John Evetts token at Philadclphic.These two documents arc
now thec property of the Marylond Historical Society and forrs a part
of o collection of manuscripts krown as the "Dulany Papers”.

The old Chontank or Delawarc Path, if the statcoments made by
Lloyd ond Vonbibber in their petition to the High Court of Chancery
and thc testimony of theilr witnessecs are to be belicved, had its
origin ot the site of New Castle,which site was first known to white
pcople as Sandy Hook.(Sec Pcnnsvlvania Archives, 2nd Series, Vol.
AVI,p.529:deposition of Thomas Nixon,circa 1740, Deporent declarcs
that he has learncd from Dutch rccords that the place where Kewcastle
stands was first colled Sandhook,afterwards Fort Casimir and after
that New Amstel).From Sondy Hook the path procceded in o south weot-
erly direction across whet is now New Castlc County to 2 ford at cor
noar the hecad of tidcwoter on Back Creck of Elk River.Thence it ran
souvthward tc fording-places near the hocad of tidewater on the head
streams of Bohamla River.Pror: the head of Boheria it wont to the
head of Sassafras. The reader will find at the cnd of this articlc
a numbcr of abstracts of old land potents relatine to lands south of
Sassafras River, in which Dclawarc (or Chontank) Road or Paoth is
rientioned. When some of thesc tracts have been identificd morc cx-
cctly as to situation wc shall know morc asbout thce covrse of Choptank
Road south of Sassafras River.Sceveral of these tracts lic orn the Mill
Branch, a branch of Sassalfras River which ricy or moy not be identical
with o branch of that river which still goes by thct namc., A singlec
tract, "Hacltet's Delight", lies south of Chestor River. I do not be-
licve that the Indian path ,which is mentioned in the certificate
of survey of "Pulcen's Refuzec'!,1681,can be idontical with Delawarc
Fath.Certainly Delaware Path did not 1lcad from Sassafras River to
Apnoquininink Crecck. Undoubtcdly we have herc to dcal with an Indian
nath which was separatc ord distianct from Delaware Path, and of which
i.othing further scems to bec known. Delawarc Path doubtless crosscd
Chester River at some convenient fording place. Information about
the fords of Chester River is available and will be brought out in
our next article., The doestinntion of Delaware (or Choptank) Path
was, so we are told, the Indian towns of Choptank and Nanticoke
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Rivers. The sitcs of most of thesc towns are known riorc or lcss
approximately nnd will bc discussod in a later articlco. Betwecen
Chester and Choptank Rivers Dolawarc Path probably became onc with
an Indian path coming out of Talbot County and going to o place
near Joncs Crcck in Delawarc called Pockety. It is my opinion that
in identifying the ford wherc the path to Pockety crossed Choptank
River wec identify also the crossing of the Delawarc Path. But
beyond Choptank thoro was a parting of the ways., The Indian paths
which connected the upper Choptank with the Nanticokec arc known at
lcast by fragments, as we shall secc later. And so the path or
system of paths by which the Indian ¢ould travel from the site of
New Castle to the Nanticoke is known in spots and elscwhere can
often bedevined,

The remainder of this paper is devoted to copics or abstracts
of original rccords, which arc cither on filc at the Land Officc of
Maryland, or bclong to the library of the Maryland Historical Socicty.

Land Officc, Annaplis, Maryland, Chaoncery Procccdings,
Liber P.L. No., 3, folio 678:

Comnmission issucd to Major John Dowdall and others, July 29th, 1721,
to hcar cvidences touching the castern bounds of the manor comonly
called Great Bohemia Manor (Bohemia llanor). This land coruiission wna
held on behalf of Col. Ephraim Augustine Herman, Honry Ward, Joscph
Wood, Jr., Richard Thompson and James Hecath: The deposition of Benja-
min Jox, aged forty®six ycars or thercabouts, who deposcs as follows
- "tlnt he knew thoe 01d Highway Road or Delawarc path above thirty
cight years agoc and since hath used it often: and that it was o

rond madc before his time and says it Is the very road that now gocs
frori Sassafras to the Cross Paths thence dircctly to a Plantotion
since secated by o cortain J:n1 Ocahan thence a Long over the hcad of
o brench called Cedar branch and so by a Plentation where Lawrence
Galichott did Live but now in the posscssion of a certain John Chcck
thence to the head of back Creck where the aforesaid John Check did
live cn a Plantation of l:T Joscph Woods and this Dcponcnt further
saith that he ncver understood that therc was any other highway road
or Dclawarc path (so called) but thc afforesaid Road at that time and
further soys that as he the said Deponcnt & his Brother Themas Cox
Dececosed was riding along the afforesaid Delaware road cbout ten years
ogo his Brotheor Thcemos said unto him thet that road was the former
Indian Choptank road and that their fother John Box was overscer
tlhaticliearedfth=tirondStofnakel it FadDelfnwarciroadSandifurthentlnfor=iid!
this Deponcnt that the afforcesaid Road Divided Hermans liannours and
this Dcpenent asked the said Brother Thorias Cox how he know that

that road wos the dividing road betwecen the two llannours of Hernan
who made answer thot their father John Cox Inform'd him thercof.
"Sworn Sept. 19, 1721,

Ibid., folio 683:

The Deposition of Col. John Ward of Ceccill County in liaryland, gont.,
aged fifty ycars or thercabouts being oxanined upon oath about the
bopgmds of Coll Ephrain Augustine Herman's nannour scith "That all the
tine or most part of his Lifie ho Lived nonr the hcad of Sasafras
River & yt hc ncver know any other high woy road or that wos Called
the Indian Path thot camc from Choptank or Nonticoke that Led to
Declawarc in thosc former doys but that yt did Lead over the head of
Sascofras River o Little cbove the going over of the main Road att
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this time and by thc now Plantation of William Savin and so to the
Cross paths and now through tho Plantation where John Runnclls

sen:T lives and so by the plantation wherc William Mullen lives on
ond so through the plantation wheore John Ocahane did live now in tho
Possession of James and Alcxander Tally upon the branches of the Head
of Bohenia River and so to thc head of Back Crcok coming out of Elk
River where John Check did formerly live and now as it is sgid in

the posscsion of Joscph Wood of New Castle and that tho af. Road
was Deeori'd and taken by the old standers in those former days and
Long since to be the bounds of old Augustinc Hermons Mannor o Cross

a nock gf land between the branches of the head of bohemia River and
the af.“ back Creek thc mannor i nean is that wherc Col, Ephraim
Avugustinc Hermon now livgs but of my own knowledge I never knew any
of the bounds of the af.“ mannor but as I have heard many old stand-
ers sany (sic) as af.® and that I lived so near all ny life time I
have had a knowledge cof the said Road & Path any time this thirty
gix or scven years or norc but never hcard any budy Talkine of any
0ld Road or Indian path that Led from the afforesaid Places to Del-
aviare until Mathias Vanbibber told me that he had bought o certain
nannor of Coll? Ephraim Augustine Hermen and took the Pattent and
Recad it to me and that the bounds of the mannor afforesaid took its
bounds from the afforcsaid high Road or 01d Indian Path and that ho
gave him three hundred pounds for the said mannor But that he was

To make his bargain considerably better il he would but be casy and
suffor tho~old tocd as af.@ tc goe over the mill Darin or thereabouts
that now is in the possession of Capt Benjamin Pearce then he said

it would talke in all thosc planta®cons that arc hard by his hcuse
otherwoys would be left out it being Intaild would be the best way to
riclcc 2 Penny of it he also asked me if I (the said Dep.t) kmew any
thing of thc Road c¢r path but I Denied thot I did then ho asked nc if
I kncw any Body that 1 thought Did and I (the said Dep.“) told hinm
John Bavingt.n John Linkhorn and severall others then he bezd of me
to ask the old standers what they could say about the premiss and

to tell him what they Did say because it would look better for mc to
ask them yn for him I promist hin I would but never Did It lookt so
much like a cheat". Sworn September 19, 1721.

Thidey, sfoliol 699

The Deposition of William ffreeman of Cecil County in laryland aged
ghon bt Rt vSthncelvearsRortiic teaboutalib e 1NN WO e e R T ot fete
Declarcth and sayth "that he hath lived herc this thirty seven yeors
coric the Thirticth day of october next most of the time betwcen
bohemia and Saosafriss <&@ that he ncver knew any other highway Road

or that that was Called the Indian fath that came from--Choptank or
Nanticoke that Lead over 'to Delaware In those former Dgays but thot,
that did lead over the hegd of Sasafrass River or little above the
going over of the main Road ot this tine & by the Plantation of

Wm Savin and soe to the cross paths and now through the Plantation #
where William Mullein John Bunnals Semn:T Lives on & so through the
Ploantomon where John O Cohane Did Live on now in ye Possessién of the
two T_1lys upon the branches of the head of Bohemia River & soc to the
head of back crecek coriing out of #lk River & where John Check Did Livc
formerly now as it is said tc be in the Possession of Joseph Wool of
Newcostle & that the of.2 Road was Decmed ¢ taken by the old standcrs
in®hose former Days and long since to be the bounds of old Augus-
tine Hermons llannor pcross the neck of Land betwecen the brauches of
the hecod of Bohenia River and the af.d Back Creck and fyrther this
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Deponent saith that he is ccrtain that herc was no other Road that
was o public Road thot went nearer to Mansion or Dwellin: house of
Bohemin Mannor for meny vears after the s.d Deponent canc into the
Country" Sworn September 26, 1721.

Annapolis, lid., ?and “fficc, Chancery Procecdings,
Liber P.L. No.3, follo ©946:

Chorlcs, Absolute Lord, ctc., to Benjanin Piercc at al.,

gy iasion dated harch 27th, 1723 to hear cvidences touching the
bounds of S,int Augustine's honir: "Wherecas Philemon Llovd, Esq.,
end liathias Vanbibber, gent., of laryland, by their certain Bill of
Corplaint to us in omr Court of Chanccry,ctc. have scet fourth that
they then weore and of long time beforc have been scized of and in

a certain large and valuable Tract or mann® of lond .....in Cocil
County ...... called St, Augustincs ilonor lying on the castward and
contiguous to another large manor in the sald county called Bohenia
lianncr in the tenor of Ephraim Augustin Herman ot al., that the
wostorn boundarys of the sald Augustines llanor or great part thercof
is the eastern Boundorics of the said Bohomia lianner the said

St. Augustines lianor being bounded by and depcondent on the eastern
linits of thec said St., Augustines manncr and the castern Boundary of
the said Bohemia liannor being described by the Pattent thercof to

bo an Mlghway Road which by former pattent is called the Delaware
Path which the complainants could prove to bec the same path that

was described by the original patents of the said lands to be the
Delawarc Path lecading from the Indian Town of Choptank and Nanticoke
Rivers and thonce passing over the hecads of Bohemia Rivers o the
Delawarc at the place where now stonds Newcastlc which path and
castern boundory of Bohemia lianner the complainants claim as part

of thc westcern Boundary of St. Augustincs Maunor but now by the
Increase of Inhabitants and Intercourse from placc to place divers
new paths have been made and usced in that part of the country one

of which by the said Ephr. Herman ct al, is set up and prectcended to
bec the samc Dolawarc Path which was dcscribed 2s the eastern
Boundery of the said Bohomia Manor instcad of the truc actual
Delawarec Path which was the real boundary thercof which by long
disusc is in a nmonner filled up and will in a little time be scarcely
found or known unless speedy rncasurcs be taken to perpotucte the
meniory therecof, that the said Dph., Aug. Herman ct al. by setting up
such ncw Paths os 2 boundary instead of the old one would much
impeir and lcsscn the complainants mannor of S5t. Augustine and rmuch
onlarge the manor of Bohemia beyond the #ntent of its grant and also
give being to sundry othor tracts in the posscssionof the sd. Herman,
Hecoth, Ward, Thormpson and Wood pretencdcd to be contiguous to St.
Augustines Mannor which arc in truth within the real linits thercof',
ctc., It is further asscrted that "complainants cvidences that could
prove the very ancient Dclawarc Path which was only accountced such
at the tine of the grant of thec saild mannors and referred to by the
patent of Bohemia Iianor afs,d arc vory oged, infirme and sickly".
Note: the record above quoted is followed clmost word for word in

a copy of the original petition of Philcmon Lloyd and liathias
Vanbibber, addresscd to Richard Tilghman, Chancellor of Maryland,
but boaring no datc. (lid., Historical Socicty, Dulany Papers, Box 3,
No. 52). Therc 1s onc important diffcrence: the word "Town", rc-
ferring to the Nanticoke and Choptank Indian Towns, where the old
Dclaweare Path originated, in the petition is plural, as it obviously
should be. To this copy of Lloyd and Vanbibber's petition is
annexcd a note stylecd: "Remarks upon yc head of Back Creck". Hercin
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we rcad: "Augustine Hermon in letter July 13th, 1674, or teon yoars
bofore yec riaking of yo new Road yt his manncr was bounded by yo
Delawarc Highway ypon thce hcads of Bohemia Rivers. lention of Point
(on Back Creck) ncar wye old going over of yo Dcl. Path; ought to be
decricd ye Bohermia confirmocon grant. Dlention of point of land where
yc Delawarc Path crossecd Back Crcek."

Annapolis, Id. Land Office, Chancery Procccdings,
Liber P. L. No., 3, folio 951 (Depositions on Saint Augustinc's Manor,
takon on bohalf of Philcmon Lloyd and Mathias Vanbibbor, 1723.)

The deposition of William Boulding of Cccil County, planter, aged
fifty scven years or thercabouts, deposcth and saith, "that about
forty ycars ago he was hunting in the woods and mct with and saw Mr,
Casparus Horman, Abraham Inlccs, Richard Simpson, John Pcerson and
two negrocs who had clearced o Path from the placc wherc the Road from
the manor now crosscs back Crcck Run towards Newcastlc about two
hundred yards and continued to clear the same towards the southward
and as he turned back agoin the same day he saw the Path Blaged ond
Clearcd further forward as before doscribed and this deponent saith
that hc docs not rcmember that at that time he saw any sign of an
old Path in the placc they were clcaring the sorie: and this deponocont
further saith that whon he roturned home he told his mother of the
saric who told it to his fathor aad the noxt day he heard his afs.@
fothor in law Edward Joncs soy that Mr. Auvgustince Hermoen by his
cunning ia malting that path would enlarge his rianor threc or four
Thousand acres and that the sald Path in forty or fifty years tinme
wouldWbeconcialRecordimndSthotihehastheardshialsaldSfiatherddecliare
the saiie cany times afterward and further this deponcat saith that
he living in Bohemia about thirty six or thirty scven ycars ago
was Prest with scveral others by Sarmucl Whoecleor constable to go with
him to bhe hcad of Elk River and asscst in Taking the body of Philip
Murray and other Irish men who had committed Riot upon sundry Swcedes
thero, and as they were conductcd by the said Wheeler they Rode
alond oan old Blind Path which went over the Branches of Bohemia about
tide way ond likewisc over back Creck about tide way Yo onc Wm.
Prices but the name of the fath this deponcent doth not reriemiber to .
hove then heard altho hic ofteon heard of an old Choptankt Road and a
now Choptank Rocd the latter of which he understood to bec the sarie
he sow clearing by Mr, Casparus Herman & othors as aforcsaid end
fanthor this Deponent soith that he has heard John Heally, Hugh
Hagrcgory, Jonos HMattox and sundry of the old settlers say that the
eta.“ path that he was conducted on by Saruel Wheeler as afs.d was
tho old Crhopvonk Road", Sworn May 15th, 1723,

Ibid., folio 953 (depositions on Saint Augustine's IHanor continucd)

Aoy, 1723, tho deposition of Walter Scott, of Cecil County, cord-
voiner, aged fifty one years or thercabouts, deposes and soys,

T=h-t upwards of twenty years ago he saw o blind path leading from
the Cross paths towards Bohomia into which Blind path the path that
canrc from Middle Necl: joyned or fell acbout o quarter of a nile short
of the cross paths this dcponent thinks and made the said Blind path
ploiner from thot place to the Cross Paths, which old blind path he
never rid, but has crosscd the same in sundry places bgtween that
cnd Bohemia and hath been told by Thomas Browning afs.® that the
afs.“ old path was formerly called the Delawarc path", etc.

Deponent also testifies that the beginning trce of a kract of

land called "Indian Range" stood "on the road from the plantation
whorce OAhan' (sic. neaning 0'!'Cahan) "lived to Back Crock at the
corner where the Cart Road from Bohemia Loanding to Appoguininy
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Ibid., folio 954 (depositions on Saint Augustine's Manor continuecd)

The deposition of Otho Othoson, of Cecll County, gent., aged
fifty six yecars or thercabouts, sworn May 1l6th, 1723, dcposcth and
saith: "that his nother diecd fifty and onc years ago or thoreabouts
at Appoquiriny as he hath heard his father say. To whose burying
came his uncle naned Harman Othoson from Christeen near the place
now called New Castle and hc travelled along o Path from Newcastlo
over Back Creck to the hoad of Bohemia and so over the fording place
(A 1ittle above the place where now stands Benjamin Picrce's Mill)
and from thencc along the seric Path to the Cart Road which lcads
from Bohemia Landing to Appoque:rinie and along the sald cart road to
his father'!s housc at Appogucminic there being no other Path or way
at that time from the place called Nowcastel to Appogueriinie as he
has heard his father, his uncle and scveral others say. ' And further
this Decp. declareth and saith that his father told him he was the
first settler at Appoqueomcnic and that at his first coming fronm
Christeen to Appoquerminic to scttle he brought his stock of cattle
otc along the afs.@ Path and Road to his plantation at Appoquiminie
and further this Dep. declarcth that when hc was a Boy he did carry
victuals from his father's housc toc yc Peoplo which werc then making
a Bridge oveor Drawycrs Crcelk and clcaring a Road to Newcastle which
was the first Road madc by the Christians that cever he kncw or heard
of then clcared or madc in thosc parts and furthor this doponent
declarcth that when he was about twelve or fourteen yecars of age he
was sent on a message by his Father to tr.e Labbadys and Mr., Augustinc
Herman ond that his Father gave him dii ctions of the way that when
he crosscd the fording Placc at the heac. of Bohernia he would sce a
right hord nath which if he took it wouid lecad him ovoer baclk Creck an”
so to New Castle (which path he the Depounent has heard at sundry
tinmes aftcrwards called the Delawarc Path and Choptank Path and the
old way to Newcastle, thercforc ho rust kcop tho left hand path which
would bring him as dirccted",

Ibid., folioc 956 (dcpositions on Saint Augustine's Manor continued)

The deposition of John Chick of Ceccil County, aged forty ycars,
doposoth and saith "that about twenty six or twenty scven years ago
he was coniing in coripany with his father and Walter Scott from tho
heooda of Sassafras to Middle Neck where he then lived with his father
and after having comc some small way past tho cross paths as they
were going down liiddlc Neck he rcericmbers he saw a Blind path breaking
of to the right hand which path aforcsaid Scott told this deponcnt's
Father he had hoard was the 0ld Delawarc path", Deponent further
toestifiocs "that about twenty ycars ago was hc and sorie othor young

coplc which rmct at Bohomia Landing went to tho housc of onc Thornas
obinson ho rcucribors they crossed a fording place a 1littlec above the
placc where Col. Benj. Pcircot's riill now Stands and as thoy returncd
tack ogain thc company carie over the afs.” fording Placc and rode

and walked along a Blind Path across the nceck to another branch of
Boheriia a little above the pipe spring which sorie of the company rode
through and this dep. with others went down the samec Branch to
Bchomia Landing', ctc.

Ibid., folio 951:

The deposition of Waltcr Scott of Cccil County, cordwalncr, aged
acbout fifty onc years or thercabouts, deposeth and saith, "that the
place on which he now stands or therealouts within a small compass
is the place which for thifty one or thirty two yoars past or
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thorcabouts was decrmied and callod tho Cross Paths madec so by a Path
fronn the head of the Sassafras towards Bohemia and Middle Neck and
another crossing the samc called the high way Road comeing from tho
0ld court Housc round thc head <f Bohcmia to the head of Back Creek
where now 1s a plantation in the pesscssion of Joseph Wood" Sworn
May 15th, 1723,

Ibid., folio 956: (dcpositions on Saint Augustinc's Manor continucd)

The deposition of John Roe of Qucen Anne's County, aged fifty
ninc ycars or thercabouts, sworn kay 16th, 1723: "that thirty four
years ago or theroabouts he lived on the head of Saint Gcorges Creck
near John Darbeys and being in tho woods on the north side of Back
Crcck in company with Robert Parks sccing the old Blind path asked
the said Parkes which old path it was and whorc it led. He replicd
and told this Deponent that was old Delaware path usecd by the Indians
and Christians beforo therc was any other path rade to Now Castle and
further saith ......that he once being after a gelding of his which
arongst othor horscs he found in the woods the said horses took this
0ld path and he pursuing then along the same crosscd Back Creock Run
about two miles below the place wheorce now lives Joscph Wood but about
two hundred yords aftcer having crosscd the said dun the Horses going
out of thoe said path he also left the saric and further this Doponont
saith that oncc assisting onc Jomcs Read to Drpive a Cart from his
housc at the hcad of Saint Georges Crcck afs. to Bohemia MannT
he obscrved to have crosced and old Blind I'ath ncar sbout tho Place
where the kHann® road to Mew Castlce and Ready Islagd Road now parts
and was tcld by the said Jamcz Recad that the afs.™ Blind Path was ye
0old Delawarc Path used by the Indians and Christians afs.d", ctc.

Ibid., folio 958: (dcpositions of Saint Augustinc liannor continucd)

The deposition of Danicl Ficrcc of Kont County, ﬁont., aged
forty scven years or thercabouts, deposcth and saith "that thirty
odd ycars agoc and oftcon since hic has rid in Company with his fathor
Col. Wri, Picrce from tho hoad of Sassafras to tho Cross Paths and fron
hence over the Branches of Bohemia River wherc the tide did cbb and
flow and from thoncoc to & over the hecad of back Crock wherc the tide
did also cbb and flow and hath oftcen heard his fother say that that
was thc old Choptank Road and yt it was tho Cormion Road from Choptank
to Dclawarc and yt. he lmew it when there was no other road that lcad
to Declawarc than that road and furthor saith that thirty odd ycars ago
when Col Thompson late of Cecil County was first appointed Major
he then appointed a genecral Muster at tho Cross Paths ot which time
his brotheor William Pdcrce and himsclf wont to the ruster and corieing
to the cross paths beforc the company came over there concluded to go
to Adan Petersons and as they went along to Adam Petcersons at that
placo whero John O Cohan did since live we moet John Hyland coning to
the aforesaid rnuster and that he hecard his brother William ofs,. ask
the afs.d Hyland if his rcadyost way was not dircctly over the hcads
of Bohemia to the Cross Paths, hc answerecd that it was the ancient
way road but that yo road he was then in was a new road that shun'd
the head of Back Crcck and Boheriia, which was o difficult road whon the
tide was up ond further this Dep. saith thot he very well rcricmbers
that his Fathor told him that the above said Cross paths was made by
horris Daniclls path which did goe from the said lMorricc Daniclls
housc to Appoqueninic across the above riecntioncd old Delawarc Path."
SO rn ko ST E AN/ 2 3%
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Ibid., follos 962 to B69, inclusivec:

Tho deposition of John Heally of Blackbird Crock in the County
of Newcastle, gent. aged sixty nine years or thercabouts, being
solormly swornc on thc Holy Evangelist, doposcth and saith, ctce.
Deoponent describes how in the latter part of November or first part
of Dccomber, 1674, when he was a servant of a ccertain John Maull, Sr.,
"who then begun to Draw his affairs out of the Province of Maryland ©
bythe way of Boheomia Landing to Delawarc Bajy", togethcr with his
master he sailced up Bohomis River and went cshorc at the residence
of Augustinc Herman on Bohaemia lianor, in ordecr to acertain whether
it would bc possible to takc onc of the saild Maull's two sloops,
the draught of which was considcrable, as Iar up the river as Bohenmia
Landing. Herman rcfers them to a cortain Abrahan Coffin, who offers
to pilot thec saicd sloops as high as Herman's Cover On his inquiring
the whercabouts of Herman's Cove Moull is informod by Herrman “that
Horman's Cove wos hard by Bcochemio Landing being the fork that Div-
ided Bohonia River below y¢ Landing”. The idcnuification of this
cove wos irportant in connection wilth the old Delawarc Pathit (vide
copy of rosurvey of Bohenio ilnnnor, 1676,which is herewith included)
Deponent rclatcs how that night very cold wcather sct in, Bobhomia
River frozc over from shorc to shore and the two sloops werc solidly
frozen in. He procceds witkh his master to Neowcastlce, to aweit the
breaking up of winter. "The Latter cnd of Februar followinf the
weathor breke up the s.d kaull sent this Dep.v wtl sevCall Letters
to the s.d Augustine Herman and others under the guide and conduct
of an Indion who spoke tollerable good Enélish and Dutch, being used
to goin crrands for them in thosc times wCh the said Dep® comeing to
the said Herman Delivered the Letter Directed to him Brom the s.
Maull yec contonts of wCh was as followeth (vizt) he Requested the
said Herman to give this Depont a passagc over Bohemia River to the
sd ffranklins (John Franklin, mentioned before) in order to go to
the sald Abraham Coffin to order the s.9 Coffin to pform the before
ricnconed scrvice in piloting the said sloop up to Herman's Cove as
afs.d and upon this Deponcnts rcturn from the saild Coffin to the
s.d Hermans, thoe saild Horman was also requested by the sald kaul in
the said Letter that he would send a guide with this Deponent out of
the Cart Road that Leadeth from Bohomia Landing to Appogqueninic. The
snid Guidc being onc of said Hermans negrocs named Cocky. The s.@
coky guiding this Dcponent along the Cart Road Lcading to Ready Is-
land somc considecrable way then turning in a snall path -Leading
to the right hand this Dcponent asked the said ncgrocs whore the said
path Lead to, He Answcred that it Leaded to the wadeing place over
Bohemia River this Deopont being then apprchensive that he must
Travell about his master'!s Business in several places did ercct a
Limb ag.t a Trcc at the entrancc of the said path, so travelling
along the s.9 small path towards ye said wadeing placc after sonmec
miles walking he came to anothor small path which caric to the other
path w.%? we were Travelling in from the lcft hand This Doponent
asked the said negroc from whnce that path came, the saidnegroc nade
answer to this DoFon.t that it was the Delawarc path and the path to
Hewcastle upon w2l this Deponcnt crccted o Logz against a Tree at
the cntrancc of the said path, this Deopont asked the saild nogroc how
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% Hemion's cove is now callod Great Bohemia Crecck.
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far it was to said wading pl%co ond the s.d [ogroo Replyed a Little
way wCh when the said Depon,® carme wth tho s negroe to thc sald
wadeing placc wee waded over and carme to the other side to a path
somecthing morc plainer wch path Load us up to the Cart Road, then

ond therc crossin% the sd C%rt Road that Loag from Boheriia Landing

to Appoqucnminie, lhis Depon® asked him the s~ Negroc if that Cart

Road did Lead from Bohomia Landing to Appoqueninie or whether thcrg
was any other Roaa crossing the s@ Cart Road to put the said Dcpon

out of his way to Appoqueriinie and the scid negroe answered ,nooc,
follow the said Cart Road and he could not niss yt. This Depontent
asked the said negroec wherc the said cross path did goe or Lead to
upon which the said ncgroc ans€d and Told this Depont that i1t was
Choptank Path, this Deponent thon according to his former practice at
every path erccted a stick up against a Trgo at the entrance Py tho
said Cho%Pank path of the south side the s* Cart Road wherce we then
partod w"? theo negroc to return to his master's housc". Deponents
relatcs how he went to Appogucriinlc and then returnod to Bohenia
Landing, finding there shc aforcmentioned Coffin, who thercupon pro-
cceded to pilot tho sloops to Herman's Cove. Decponcnt asscrts that

at this time hc had occasion to bravel over the cart road beotween Bo-
honmin Landing and Appoqueminie several times "in all which time this
Deponent saw no Road nor path Caossing the said Cart Road from Bohenmia
to appoqueminic but the aforresg™ Choptank path". "This Depon? Intcending
to perfcct his former information of the sald ncgroc Enquired of the
sald Garrctt Otto and scveral of the Inhabitants of Appoqueriinie
whithor the aforesaid Chopgank path went that Crosst appoqueninie

Cart Road upon which the sy Otto answered that that path wont out on
ye south sidc the s@ Carg Road was Choptank path and the path y¥ went
to yc northward of thc s7v Cart Road & over the afd wadeing placc

went to Delawarc and wad all the Roads thoy had to Delawarcthét time;
and further this Dopont s%ith that in the year sixtecn hhundred seventy
five or thcrcabouts in aby the rionth of July this Deponents llaster
scnt him on Business to the afd Augustinc Hcrman from Newcastlc aforosS
and that when the said Deponcnt had done his 3Business at the said
Hermons to goe to ono laurice Danicll on the sotth Branch of Bohcomia
near thc head thereof and therce having done his business on his mas-
ter! sl behalf thonce to go to tho ofd Garrett Ottols at appgqueninio
about his mastor's business and thence to rcturn to his s.% Master

ko New Castlec afd, This Doponent being then to Travell as afd was
willing to Inform himself to yc Roaod or path to ye afd Maurice Daniels
by one Abram E%loos of Newcastle afd who knew yc road verywell who
Told this depon: that if the Dc., had no Business at Augustinc Hormans
he might then go over the head of Back Creck ang then up to Ready
Island Cart Road wherc a snall path Crost. ye s% Ready Island Cart
Road w:%? said path would Lead or bring ye s% Depont to ye weadcing
place of Bohomia River then over yo s§ wadeing place to Boheria Cart
Road wherc the Dcpont put up a log as afd at, Choptank path at the
south side of Bohenia Cart Road., This Decpon. heving business to the
sald Horman Rode downc ye said Reody Island Cart Road to ye said
Hermans haveing then donc his Business on his Masters bchalf Rode
back again the said Reoady Island Cart Road as far as the snall path
where he put up the first Logg or Limb beforc rcncon'd intCompany with
the beforc mienconod ncgroe w:C1 path Lead the sald Dopon,” over the
said wading place to the third menconed Logg mention'd sectup at the
south side of Bohecmia Cart Road at the Entrance of Choptank path.

This Deponcnt, boing there then by the Instructions of Abram Fnloes

afd This Dep. was advised to Travell along the said Choptank path
untill hc had got over two Branches being over tho sccond Branch to
kecep still along the saild Choptank path for the space of a mile and
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a half or two miles untill it Lead him to an Indifferent Large
savanna where at ye foot of an Indifferent Large whitec oak at ob

near the foot thereof there %ame a path a Cross th? ofd Choptank

poth being there this Depon.” was adviscd by the s¢ Abram Enloe

to look along the s, path Crossing as afd on ye Right hand a following
the said path did bring him to a smell marsh or head of a Branch
which.nade the foot of the said savana being over the said savana

tho s% path Lead him to the said Mauricc Daniels plantation having
therce done his business on his nosters behalf he thon rcturncd the
samc way Back as far as the afid white oak or Cross paths and tra-
velling ye same way back to the s¢ Bohenmia Cart Road then along the
said Cart Road to the house of Garrett Otto at appoquerniinie hageing
there done his business on his nasters behalf did cnquire of s3
Garrctt Otto whether there was not any nearcr way to New Cnstle then
to gooc to the afd Choptank or Delaware path and to the sq wadeing
place of Bohcrmiia and he ans®d noe and that he nust goc that way Back
and the s% Dcponent Travelled back the s@ Bohemia Cart Road untill
hocCarie to the afd path Leading to s. Bohemia wadeing place & ovcg
the said wodeing place unto Delaware path being wherce this Depon.

put up the seceund Logg in Corpany w:th ye negroe afd then this Dcpon?
presuiaed ¢n ye sever%l former informations Took yc afd Delaware path
w:Ch Lead the Depon.® to yeo afd Ready Island Cart Road Just by the
said Abram Enloes directions by o Tree calleé the Turks head where
Augustibe Herman's path parted from ye said Cart Road to Delawarec

or Ncwcastlc,Thence along the s.d path over ye wading plaocc of back
Crecck & thence to New Castle. And further this Depon.t saith upon *
the oath he heaod Taken as afd & Decelares that in or about the year
sixteen hundred & ninety two after Casparus Herman becaric pospssor °£
Bohenia Iann.T by the Death c¢f his Brother Ephrain Herman then ye s.
Cosparus Hermon did mako Lease unto the aboves? John Hally of the
plantation on Townc Point on thc ncrth side of Bohermia River w:

soric adjocent wood Land thercunto Contiguous for the spacc of Twenty
onc years the s.d Hally haveing preparcd a housce on the s.d Plantation
in crder to Rermove thither , in the s% John's abscnce he being at
appogquertinie his former Dwelling place the scid Casparus Herman sold
the before riernron!ld Tlantation on Town Foeoint unts o certalin William
Parsons ccntrory to the Leasc & Bonds, by hin sign'd seal'd and Delive.
ercd untc him the said John Hally w:C said selc whon the said John
Hally come to understand he threatening: the said Casparus to psecute
the said Bonds of pformance of the said Leasc upon _which the said
Casparus Herman did profeorr & pmisc unto hin ye.s.d Jn° Hally beforc
onc Daniel OHenry that he would zive unto ye ST Hally his heirs
and assignes the guantity of four hundred accres at ye upper ond of
said Towne point Tract being known by the nanc of Loan Trec point or
anywhere elsc ncar Bohenia iwann.T wherc the said Casparus had power
to scll .The s% John rlally not Likeing the Land at ye said Loan Trece
point weos always of thc Resolution of nscecuteing the aforesald Bonds,
therefore did Dan.l OHenry beins afraid of the said Deponent come
unto this Deponent in a friendly nanner and Told the s% Depon.t thab
he understocd that he would talke Land for the Damazes he sustain'd
for the said Casparus Herman's Disposeing of the afd Lease land and
offered hinseclf to show this Dep.t a Conven.® pcl of good Land with-
out the Eastern 3ounds ol Bohemia liann.T and ' .ohounon todr Rig
horce. and Rodd wybth this "D ponont-wnts . thetboefure un@antd Dolwape
path and said that USlawmre path was the Easterriost Bounds of Bohenila
Mann.T and went w:bH this Deponent to 2 ccrtain Neck of Tand on the
eastern side of Bohemia Branch where Thomas Harper how Lives and

said that was Land that Casparfs Herman Could give a Title for this
Deponent did ask the said Dan.l Ohenry ot the same Time how he came



17

to know yt Delaware path was the catern Bounds ef Beehenia llann.”?
upon which he nado Answer to this Depen.t that he was im Cempany

in the Life tine of the sgid Ephraim Herman with the said Bphralm
and Casparus Herman at the old gaing over at Bakk Creeck & so

rideing aleng tho old Delaware path to the wadeing place at the

head of Bohemiga afd, and shat he heard Mr, Ephraim Herman as they
rode along the said Delawarec path say to the s% Casparus Hermon

that that path was the easterm Bounds of Bohemia Mann.¥ and that
what Lands lay to the Eastward of the path belonged to the other
mann,T Some rionths afterwards this Doionent_Travelling up Bohemia
Mann,.T sowards the aforesaid wadoing place at $ho haad of Bohemis

in order to goe to Appoqueminies The afopeoaaid Casporus Herman &
Miles Eaton in Company evertook this Deponent upoh Bghemia Mann,T
cnd rideing in Cempany untill wee came to the afores? Delawarec path
where he the said Casparus Herman made a stoa where twming his
horse to the ngrthward & looking along the &% Delaware path and said
unto this Dep.® M.¥ Hally I have pmised to Let you have four humdred
acres of Land any where, whero I hod a power to make you g good Title
therefore said the 8% Casparus Herman this path is the sastoran
Bounds of Bohemia Mannor from tho wadeing place at the hoad of Bohomig
along this path to yo old gping over place at back Creck is tho
Zastorn Bound of Bohemia Mann.* and fubther continuwed and said that
thercfore if there was any land upon the castward of that path

near adjacent te Bohemia Mann.T where he eould give a Titlethe would
Corply w:th his pmise to this Doponent upon which this Dep.® made
answer that thore was a neck of Land the other side the Branch where
Thorias Harper now lives or If ho could have four hundred acros therse
ho should bo well satisfaiod unto w:Ch tho said Casparus Herman made
answer that that neck did belong to his Brother Thempsen in Right of
his wifo Judith and thereforc ho could net give a Title for it, but
said therc was a Neck of Land over agﬁinst Bohenia Landing which
belonged to his sister ffranciana w:¢R her husband Jos. Woed sold teo
John Atkins being now his neck wherc Charles Rumseoy Liyes upon, and
yt that ncck the s& Cusp%rus would purchasc from theo s% John Atkins
and nakoc up to this Dep., threc hundred acres w:th g good Titlo in
feeo Simple to the same if this Deponent did like it so ridecing along
as far as Adan Pctorson's Plantation where Andrew Ieterson now Lives
havoing noc furthor discoursc about Land so partcd. This Doponent
further saith that abgut the ycar seventecn hundred and sixtecn or
gevonteen this Dcpon.“ boing at the Townc of New Castle at the heusc
of John Atkins thore nocting w:t gho afd Abram Enloos, .and this
Doponont thore discourscing tho said Enlocs about the camtern Bounds
of Bohoriia Mann,T and the saild Enloos Told this Deop.t that some tinmo
in the yecar sixtcen hundrcd scvonty four or scoventy five being with
Col., Petor Allridge of Now Castle afs who had scveral negrecs at tho
house of Col. Henry Coursey in the province of Maryland who had
oriploy'd the said Enloos to attond him thither, and alsoc Employ'd
Casparus Herman afd to shew the way to Col Honry Courscy's aforesaid
and that as theoy Rode along the rocd whon thoy Camc ovor the lower
ford of back Creck when thcy was ovor tho said ford on Bohenia Mann.T
side he heard the sald Cagparus Herman toll Col Allridge thesc words
(vizt) Sir saith he the s€ Casparus Herman I will now show you tho
castern Bounds of ny fathers mann.T Its this path that we ride along
now untill we cormc to yc fording place at the head of Bohermia he the
se Horman Thon told Col Allridge that they wore then out of his fat-
hor's mann.T and Continuing the samc path thoy took Choptank path

# Coloncl Pctor Alricks, a very proninont nan,
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whepe 1t Onost Bot oria Cart Road w:ch Load thom up to tho Cross paths
ﬂggm thengg thoy 100 yc poth thot Lead thom up to the Cross paths
%pom thenao thoy ek yc path that Lead to Manrice Danicls and thero
todged pll night, ond further saith not". (signecd) John Heolly.

Newerstle ' ounty upon Delawar. Taken and sworn to boforc rc
Andnew Totorson Esq one of his majestys Justices of the pcoacce within
this County Thi s sixtoonth Doy of Deceribor in the ninth yoar of tho
Relgn of his f 4:tic King Gcorge & in tho ycar of our Ld 1722,

Now Cas’;ie County upon Dclaworc: This Day the above John Hoally
made eath or | tho Holly Evangelist of Almighty God boforc ric Jarcs
Dyre Eaq or o of nhis NMajcstys Justices of the peacc within this County
and Doclar,qa tnat EveryThing contained in the forogoing written
Depositie n i3 truth and that he signecd the sarmce as above, and being
aglt'd BY ‘o (on onth) as I wes roading the aofd Doclaracon over how
ho cam?, to kmow and rcmcmber so nuch, answered that he had fully set
forth “¢ho peasons and pfectly reriombored theo passages, glven under
ny haind $him cizhtcenth day of Dccember in the ninth year of the Relgn
of biAs Majesty King George and in the ycar of you Lord 1722,

Ir, 4., folio 969: (depositions on Saint Augustine!s Manor continucd)

The doposition of William Davis, Sonior, of Cecil County, planter
aged sixty fivo ycors or thercabouts, saith "that about thirty years
age hoe wont fo Coll Pcorces housc to his daughtors weding 'who had
nierricd onc homas Church and the Dep. further saith that tho said
Col Pearcc, Robert Bibson, hinsolf and others accompanied tho marricd
couplc to yc house of thce said Church on the North sidec of Back greck
(where now lives one W, Boulding) and in their way called upon

hilip Holleaoger at the hoad of Sassafras and took him along with
them and further doposcth that as they rode from the head of Sassafracs
in their way to back Crcok thoy camc to the Cross Paths and took a
Blind path which pcth he heard Col. Pearco and Philip Holcager as they
rodle along the samc way say that was the old Choptank path at first
rade by the Indiang and furthcr saith that they went along the said
path which lod him 9ver thc hoad of Boheomia a little above where Col.
Pearcc's Iill Dam 18 and from thence followed the saoric being a blind
path with many trocs fallen across wntill they canc to Augustine Hor-
rians Cart Road thot leoads from Hermans llanor over back Greck run to
Now Castlc and frina thonce wont to the afs,? Churches Housc" May,1723.

Ibid., folio 971: (This is thc last of thesc deopositions on Saint
Auzustine's lionor)

The deposition of John Jaward of Cceil County, agod fifty five
yoars, sworn Moy 18th, 1723, (I have omitted to copy the first
part of this dcposition. That part which is of especinl intercst
follows). "This doponcnt furthor saith that he then" (neaning Nov.
Zlst, 1716, at ths> place called thc Cross Paths)" heard a cortain
Gulsbt Cox# agod about cighty years who being upon his oath declared
and scid that for®y threc years ago or thorcabouts he went fron
Sassafras River oger the Easteorn Branch of Bohemia River ncar a spring
by the scid Branchh called the Pipo or horn spring (which said nath was
then called the Lia’ian path that went to Delawarc) and from thence

#I have been unablc to acertain in what official record, if anywhere,
this deposition Js rccordcd. Perhaps 1t may be found acrmong the land
records of Cecil County. The will of Guisbird or Gisbert Cox, of
Decil County, HMayyland, was probated Fcbruary 15, 1719/20
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OVER the mill branch a little above Edward Coopers Mill Dam now
called the 1iill Branch and thence went along the said path over back
creek near the head thereof a little below a Plantation then settled
by John Newman (since dead) and thence along the saild path to Sandy
Hook now cclled New Castle and the said Cox further said he travel-
led the afs.d path Forweord—afid bockuard® thfcd-~or four times and that
there was no other path going that way to the best of his knowledge
and further this dept. deposeth that at the same time he heard one
Jomes Browning of Cecil County aged fifty two years or thereabouts
decla:re upon his oath That about forty two years agoe or about the
timec of tus hard year being frequently cut a hunting he came sundry
times tc a place commonly knowae by the name of the Cross Paths which
come over e head of Sassafras across liaurice Danicls Path aforesaid
and afiecrwacds wont cross the Branches of Bohemla a little above the
mill “hen cnlled Cooper's Mill and further salth that the Delaware
path went across the middlemost Branch of the head of Bohemia Rivoer
ncor a placc coalled the Pipec or Horn spring near the which place the
Indians used to sct up their cabblns sometimcs and farhher said that
the Indiang did somctimes try their guns by shooting at marks made
upon the trces somec of which holes made by the Indians Tomyhacks by
cutting out the Bullets still remain (and werc at the same time
shown to mc this deponent) and further saith and dcclarcth that to
the best of his knowledge therc was no other Delaware path at that
timec but the aforcsaid path comeing from Choptank and crossing the
branches of Bohemian',

Maryland Historical Socilety, Dulany Papcrs, Pox 3, No., 33:

March 3, 1724/5: "John Evetts declarcs thot he very well and parti-
cularly rcmembers about threce and thirty ycars ago a pathway going
over the head of Back Crcok commonly called or knownc by the name

of the wading placc a little above Jacob Young's landing ncar which
said wading placce wherc the said path crosses thc said Back Crcok
thore stood ~nd still do stand & grow two double poplar treces and
the sald John Evetts clso declarces that he well knew and particularly
remembers the above timo or thercabouts a path cormonly callod or
knovn by thec narmc of Indien or Delawarc path dircctly from the afore-
sald wading place on back Creck to the wading placc on Bohemia now
called 1’111 Creek From thence the same path led and cxtended to a
passage over a wading place on Second Crcck near pipc spring which
samc path led and dirccted thenecc to the Cross paths and further the
said path affirmant saith not. This account was taken from the said
John Evetts own mouth at Philod?® the 3rd day of March, 1724/5."

Maryland Historical Socicty, Dulany Papers, Box 3, No. 32: leotter of
liathias Vanbibber, dated Bohemia, Junc 10, 1723. Namc of person to
whom this lctter was addrcssed is unknown:

Vanbibber describes the circumstances which led up to his pur-
chasing of Col. Ephraim Augustinc Herman the Manor of Saint Augustine
in Cocil County, Maryland., Was very much urged by Herman to buy this
manor. Objected that the ronts were over two hundred pounds sterling
in arrears. "I told him (Herman) I would do what I could & make it
my business to Inqulrc into it & so he Lectt me have thc pattend., I
accorcinly made it my Bussinis to Inquirc & found that ye manngg could
%0 no further then to ye ould Declawarc Road & That so St. Aug.
lannor would be worth somcthing oncly saith I Therc is o gread Deeale
of Rgnt to pay o matter of 240 % Storl: whosocver come kr, vanBcbboer
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saild Herman give mc hundrocd pounds & make all the adventages you can
& give me yc bond you know I owe you allrcady & you will pay it me
casy & I will give you 500 pounds bond to moke you o goad & firm
Tytlc after sd. Bonds worc Drown I Told Mr. Hermen & stood There in
my Lowcr Room doar & Hoolingsworth & unclc Halcy wherc Thon in the
Room wee arc now very good ffricnds butt I am afraid This Bargainc
will make us quarrcl for Ccrtainly M¥ Herman Bohcmia Mannor cannot go
further thon our Mill Damm wherc ye ould wadding placc is & now you
scam to Claimc for Bohemia Mannor a great Dealc further so that I
wish wce would Lett all alonc well saith he to mec hcor is my hand

Mr. van Bebber we shall nover Defer abt .....(?)

Como gilve mec fifty pounds morc & I will assist you in the Recovery
by finc and Recovery & willhelp barce yc charges well d%rman said I

if you will do That & givec mcc a good Decd for st Aug,"S Mannor to

yc Truc angent bounds of Bohcmia IMannor & help and posscsssion of all
tho Lands & Rights That shall there unto appertalnce I will give you
mny bond for 200 moro', otc.

Maryland Historical Socicty, Dulany Papcrs, Box 3, No. 34

Letter of Mathias Vanlibber dated June 16th, 1725 Name of person to
whom letter addressced wnknown. "Your honTS letters by Mr, Hakos I
Rcceaved last Sunday night lir. Roe camc with Hakes and ye boy Muniday
morning very ecarly I sont Roo Hakos and my boy to John Chick in order
to go to yec Red Lyon to sew (viow?) the ould Delaware path & found
overy thing very plain to satisfaction but it signefyecd nothing for
Mr. herman affcermed to yc cormissioners That Roc was a Convict and
had suffercd ye law by Corparrall Punnishment, Thot ye Judges in
Baltimorc (County) had Refuscd him ye said Roc his oath so that wee
could not make usc of onc of our best evidences horman made sundrie
Interruptions whene I was asking our cvidences any proper gucstions
and further (said) if he had Joyned in yc commission hc had other
ovidences that would prove his pretentions but I (i.c., Herman)

ncver will Joyne in such a comrission which will Joyn St Augt Mannor
to or on Bohemia Mannor most Joyn on yo wostern side of St. Aug.
Mannor &nd thnat it woo wordeth so was a Trick of us that ho could not
Joyn with us", ctc,

Maryland Historical Socicty, Dulany Paper, Box 3, No., 5. The
Original rccord from which thc following was abstracted is rccorded
at the Land Office, Annapolis, Maryland, in Patents, Liber XIX,

at folio 270:

Auvgustine Herman's rcsurvey and re-grant of Bohomia lanor, Cccil
County, Maryland, May 15th, 1676: wheorcas the Lord Proprictary of
the Provinces.of Maryland did grant to the sald Augustinc Horman,
gent., anno 1663, Bohemia lManor, and whorcas the said Herman informs
us that therc arc two thousand acres of barrcns and swamps in the
said manor, thec said manor is now rcsurveyed, being deoscribed in the
resurvey as follows: "lying on the east side of Chesapcoke Bay and
on yc cast side of a river in ye Bay called Elkec River, and in o
branch of ye¢ said River called Bohemia Rivor, beginning at ye
northermost side in the soid River att a crecke called Hermons Creck
at yc eastermost bounded trec of ye land of Philip Calvert, Esq.
surnamecd Cccilton and running castecrly up along ye north sidec of ye
said River for lcngth two thousand pcrches morc or lcss to o cove
called Hermons Cove and from yc said cove nobtheast along Delawarc
Path to a Back Creck for threc hundrcd and twonty perches and from
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thence westcrly downwards along yc Back Crccke into Elke River and
the lands of Philip Calvert for two thousand pcrches bounded on the
wost with yc land now called Cecilton, on the south with yc said
Bohemia River, on yc cast with Dclawarc Path, and on yc north with
yo said Back Creck and Elkc River, containing sixz thousand acres,"

Land Rccord Office, Annapolis, Maryland,

Junce 20th, 1681, laid out for Richard Pulcen a tract of land contain-
ing five hundred acrcs called "Pulcons Refuge", lying in Cccil County,
"boginning at a bounded whitc oak standing in the north cast line of
a tract of land 1aid out for Nicholas Peinter at the head of Sassa-
fras River and by the Indian path from the said Riveor unto Oppc-
guimina Creek and running with the sald Painters linc north cast two
hundred and fifty perches to o bounded rcd oak, then south cast thrce
hundred and twenty perchcs, south west two hundrecd and fifty pcrches,
thon to the beginning". (Patents, Liber XXI, folio 500)

"Lovell Ridge", 1000 acrcs, surveyed August 17th, 1683, for Jamcs
Murphy, lying in Cecil County, near the Mill Zranch of Sassafras
River and on the south side of the aforesaid branch", boginning at

o marked oak by Dclawarc path side and funning ..... west two hundred
and fifty perches, ..... south five hundred pcrches, north thrce
hundrcd and twenty pcrches, west two hundrcd and fifty perches to

the first marked oak by the side of Delawarc path". (Patents,

Liber, XXII, folio 46)

"Winfield", surveycd for Thomas Impey, Scptember 15th, 1683,lying in
Ceccil County", beginning at 2 merked red oak standing by the sidc of
Delawarc Road and on the southermost of a tract laid out for one
thousand acres for Jamos llurphy called Levell Ridgo, adjoining a
parcecll of land callecd Angclls Rest". (Patents, Libor XIII, folio 50)

"engells Rest", 1200 acrcs, surveycd for Bryan O Mealy, 1683, lying
in Cccil County, "ncar the head of Sassafras River in the woods
beginning at a marked oak standing by the side of Delawcorc Pathﬁ.
Adjoins tract of land called "Angells Lott", survecyed for the said
O'liealy. (Patents, Liber XiI, folio 553)

"Tho Levell", surveyed for Peregrinc Brown, Scptember 18th, 1683, for
five hundrcd acrcs, lying in Cecil County and in South Sassafras
Hundred, "beginning at a marked pohickory standing on the south sido
of Choptank Roadc from the head of Sassafras River and ncar the head
of a branch called the Mill Branch, bcing the casternmost bounds of

a parcell of land taken up by Philip Davis called Vulcans ffolys

and westermost bounds of a parcell of land takcen up by Thomas Smith
called Smiths Park", (Patonts, Liber XXII, folio 129) ;

Dullcans Folly", surveyed for Philip Davis, December 1, 1682, lying
in Cccil County, on the south side of Sassafras River "and ncar a
branch belonging to the said River called the 1111l Branch, beginning
at o marked hickory trec on the south side of Choptank Road".
(Patonts, Liber XXI, folio 450,

#Notc: The above mentioned "Dullcans Folly" and "Vulcans Folly"
appcor to beo identical tracts,
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Patents, Liber XXI, folio 483:

"Smith's Park": surveyed for Thomas Smith, of Talbot County, Deccember
2, 1682, a tract of land, containing two hundred and fifty acres,
called "Smiths Parkce", beginning at a marked hiccory being the
castermost bounds of a parcoll of land takon up by Philip Davis of
Kont County called by the namec of Vulcanc ffolly Lying and being

in Ccccill County on thc south side of Sassafras and likcwlsc on the
south side of Choptank Road being ncar to the branch called the Mill
Branch belonging to the said River."

"Mill Forke", 808 acres, laid out for Philip Holleger, Soptcmber 24,
1683 by virtuc of wmrrant of resurvey, lying in Cocil County, "on

the south isde of the head of Sassafras Biver, beginning at a bounded
black oak standing by the Mill Branch above Larance Christine's mill
& running south and by west one hundred and forty four perches to a
bounded oakby thc said branch, running still up the siad branch south
south east five degrccs ecasterly one hundred and siisty perches to a
bounded rcd oak standing by Choptank Road, then cast by noth parellcel
with a parcell of land bolonging to Jamecs Murphy of Talbot County
five hundred perches to a bounded rcod oak standing near the hcad of
Herring branch, thence down the said branch north west and by north
two degrccs northerly two hundred and forty five perchecs to a bounded
rcd oak standing by a vallcy on thec side of a hill, thonce to the
beginning". (Patents, Liber B, No. 23, folio 358)

"Iiillforke", 595 acres, reosurveyecd for Williom Blay, March 28th, 1715,
lying in Xont County, ™d,, formerly in Cecil County, upon the south
sidc of the hecad of Sassafras River, "beginning wt o black oak by
the Mill branch above Lawrcnce Christians 1iill and running south by
west onc hundred and forty perchos to a bounded red oak by the said
branch, thence south cast fiftcen porches to small red ock by the
branch, then up the branch south cast five dcgrces casterly onc
hundred and sixty perches to a bounded red oall standinz by Choptank
Road, cast by north five hundred porchos to a bounded rod oak ncar
the hcad of Herring Run" ctc. Mention of the fact thoat Lawrcnce
Christian's 1’i11 Branch is now (1715) called Allcby's 1iill Branch.
(Unpatented Certificate No. 136, Kent County)

"Bright Hclmstone", 1000 acrecs, survcycd for Jamcs Fendall, 1682,
"beginning at a merked pohickory standing on the south sidc of Chop-
tank Road and near the head of a branch belonging to Sassafras River
colslicdsth eBMIMNISbranch (P at ont SN cna G £ ol Io 85 54))

tlarch 4, 1679: laid out for Thomas Collins a porccl of land called
"Collins's his range", containing thrcc hundrcd acrcs, lying in
Talbot County "on the south sidc of Chester River on the casteorn side
of a great branch of a creek cclled Herring Creck and boginning at

a marked white oak standing by Sasgsafras Road ncar the run".

Patents, Liber XXI, folio 229

llarch 5th, 1679: 1aid out for Michnel Hacket a porcel of land contain-
ing onc hundred and fifty acres, called "Hackects Dclight", lying in
Talbot County on the south sidc of Chester River in the woods,
beginning at a morked oalzr standing on the western side of dellawarc
Road". (Ibid,. samc page).

(to be continucd)
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MEMBERSIIP DOINGS

licssrs, Omwake and Crozier, together with their familiecs
spent the Christmas holidays at Salisbury, North Caralina, as gucsts
of Dr. and Mrs. Howard R. Omwakc. They had planned to do guitca Iot
of ficld collccting in this fertile fiecld, but the snows were so
heavy that very littlc timce was spent in the fiecld., However, they wer.
fortunate in sccmring about six hundred spccinens frorm local col-
lcctors., On the recturn trip they stopped to look over several collec-
tions in thc Shenandoah Vallcey, and were prescnted with a nice lot
of hoes, celts, axes, pottery, etc., by Mr, Carlton Finter of Stanley,
Va,

On Janucry 16 they attended the annual meeting of the Pennsyl-
vonia Socicty for Archacology at Harrisburg, Pa. A featurc of tho
meeting was the prescnce of throc Sencca Indians from the Cornplanter
Reservation, who sang several songs in the Cornplanter languago.

- 3 -
One of the most active membors of our Socicty is kr., William
0. Cubbagc, of Wyoming, Del He has been ecngeoged in work connccted
with the Federal Governmcent's CCC program, anéd has had opportunity
to study tho campsitcs in westorn Kent county. He writecs: "-----
we moved down to the Marshy Hope Strcam and, starting from Fishoer's
Bridgc, have worked up to now to slightly beyong Gum Island Bridgce.
Of coursc, considcrablc of the timc---=-c-=e--- the weather conditions
have been very unfavorable for closec investigation, but I am satis-
ficd beyond any qucstion or rcasonable doubt--that the high land
ncar the aforcmentioned strecam rcprescnts an unbroken, cxcopt
occasionnlly, campsite on both thec cast and west sides of the strcam
for a distance of Scvon and a2 half miles, as ncar as I con Judge."

LS
- W —

The members of the Society wish to c¢xtond thanks to lir. Donald
A, Cadzow, Pcnnsylvania Stotc Archacologist, for copies of his
rccent publication, Petroglyphs In the gusquohanna iver Ncar Safc
Harbor, Pcnnsylvania,
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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER MEERING

fiho Mogular mecoting of thc Socicty was called to order at
cight fifteon in the lccturc room of the Wilmington Irec Library,
Saturday, October 12 by thec president, lr. Crozicr.

Becausc of the length of the program the rceading of the minutes
of the prccccding moeting and the rcgular order of business werc
dispenscd with.

Ilr. Crozicr introducecd Dr. J. Aldcen :iason, Curator of thc Anmcr-
ican foctién of the Muscurmn of the University of Ponnsylvania, who
prosontod an illustratcd cccount of the oxnecdition of that University
of Guatcmalla two yocars ago. Dr. liason chosc slidos which depicted
the accomplishments of the early Mayas from on architectural stand-
point. Mony intircsting sidelights of the difficultics of such an
cxpedition werc brought out by the slidos.,

The prosident prescnted to the Socicty Mr. Virgil B. Wiley,
Supcrintendent of Schools of Dover, who chosc for his subjcct, "A
Loyman Visits the Land of liayas". Iir. Wilcy proscntod o scrics of
photographs hc had taken on on coxtended visit to Guatamala,' confirm-
ing much with Dr. ilason had precviously said. Thorc werc many vicws
which had not becn shown by the preccceding spcakoer and the locturc
was most intcrcsting.

lir. Crozicr announcecd an cxpedition to Slaughtcr Crecck on
October twenty sixth to investigate scoveral of tho "kitchon middlinsg"
thore, all mcmbors of the Socicty and intercsted fricnds being invited

The prcsident amnounced the annual mceting of the Hastern
Statcs Archacological Feoderation to be held in Baltimore at the
liaryland Acadeny of Scicnce on Saturday, October ninctceth and
urged that as many meoribers as possiblc from our Socicty attend,

The nceting was adjournecd at cloven ten,
Respectfully submitted,
H. Geciger Omwake
Socrstary
As wo go to pross with this Bullotin, copics of iulr. Cadzow's
sccond reoport, Archacological Studies of thce Susguchannock Indians
of Pennsylvania, arc rcaching monbers of our Socicty. Your officoers,
who arranged with pr. Codzow for this favor, arc dccply indebted

to him and wish to oxpress the gratitudo of the Socicty for his
kindnecss to our rmcmbcers.



