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ieport of An Archcological Investigation of A Site,
Designatced As Townsond II, On Canary Crcck, ncar
Lewes, Delawarc

He Go Omwakc

Situatcd on the north sidec of theo rozd which lcads from Murray!s
Corners to Wostcoat!s Cornors, ncar Lowss, Lelawarc, thc sitc dcsige-
natcd as Townscnd II roprcscnts anothor of thc scattcred small oc-
cupation arcas which occur on both sidcs of Canary Crock, cxtcnding
inland from thc largcr habitation conecntrations of the Russcll,
Derrickson, and inillcr-Toms sitos. It was discovercd during tho
coursc of our cxplorctory surfaco survey of the castern side of the
crcck above tidc-water and was invostigated on April 6 and 7, 1953,
by thec author, sccompaniocd by Iir. Carl Hill, instructor of social
studics at the Grecnwood School, and Mr, Vinccent Lobo, a studont,

Tho site derivos its nams from the faet that it is thc scecond archecolo-
gical station to be discovercd on lands under the control of the J.G,
Townsond, Jr., and Sons Company intcrcsts, It should not be confusgd
with thc original and far morc cxtensive Townscnd village sitec which
was cxplorcd scvoral ycars ago under thc sponsorship of the Sussox
Archcological Association,

Location Townsecnd II is situatod on an clevated knoll on the
castern sidc of Canary Creck, just north of the black~-top road which
forms a cut-off from Kingshighway at Murray's Corncrs to thc Lowcs«
Milford highway at Westcoat's Corncrs. Kingshighway follows a land
bridge which scparates the Potex (Wolfe's) Creck drainagc system, along
which the original Townsecnd site is located, from that of Canary Crcocke
The cut-off road crosscs Canary Crcck about midway bectween Murray's
and Wostcoat'!s Corncrs.

The location of Townsend II (number 11) in respect to the largcr
sit-s and thec scattered small concentrations in the Lewes arca and to
the original Townscnd sitec (number 13) is indicated on the accompany~
ing map,

Proccdurc Invostigation consistecd of probing for shcll rcfusec
pits, aotormining their location, fixing suitabloe Ppermancnt markers
for the sitc, making a scale map on which all the pits and the por-
mancnt markcrs were indicatcd, and ¢Xploring cach of tho pits,

Four shcll pits, thrcoc of them concontrated closely together, werc
discovercd. Following rerioval of the top soil, initial cntry into
cach was madc fros the western side in order to sccurc thec maximum
light advantage from tho passing sun., Excavation was carriocd forward
by trowelling the recfusec horizontally and vertically. Tho location of
cach of thc pits in right anglc respeet to an arbitrary axis run duc
north from a tclephonc poloc along thc cut-off road to a permancnt
galvaniz-d iron markcr driven into the woodod arca beyond the north-
crn limits of the sits, roprescnted as stake A, is shown on the ac-
companying map.

Fcaturcs Each of thc four rcfusc pits was considcrecd a scperatoe
feature of the site ~nd was assigned a number corrcsponding with the
order of discovery.

Pit #1 was cxcavatecd by Hill and Lobo. Surfacc appcarancc,
following rcmoval of the top soil whose avcrage depth was cight inches,



Y

(e ) Rivres Sire #ol g E.L.Hudsow 5iTe
. 2 Rirrer Site 9 Destroyed ReFuse PiT Site.
3 Russell Si7e 10 K D Givav Sire
It DerRickSon SiT€ Il Townsend IL SiTe
5 Deapicxsew ConracT SiTE 12 Wilsow Site
6 Lewas School SiTe |3 Towwnsend SiTe
T Milleg -Toms Si7e I % Moore Shell HenpSiTe

15 Barer SiTe



3

was virtually round, Thc cast-wost diamctor mcasured forty-cight and
the north-south forty-four inchcs. The vortical profilc at thc mid-
point of the pit revcaled a generally conical shape, tho bottom, how-
cver, boing rounded rathor than pointed, and a maximum dopth of thirty
inChCS .

Rcfuse consisted of a deposit of mixad oystor, clam, and musscl
shells among which large quantitics of charcoal particlcs and firc-
pulverized shell frogmonts were scattercds At tho top it was very
compact, becoming much morc loosc at a depth of about twolve inches,
Broken decer, small animal, and bird boncs wers obsorved., Underlying
the shell rcfusc was a rill of dark, stainecd, sandy carth which con-
tained charcoal particles,

Cultural matorial rccoverod consisted of onc brokcn arrowpoint,
probably of triangular .shape, found imbodded in the surfacc of the
rcfusc decposit, and numerous brokon pot sheords, all of which occurrcd
in thec upper cight inchos of the shells. There was no cultural ovi-
dence rccovered from the lower part of the rofusc deposit nor from
the stained £ill which undcrlay it,

Pit #2 was cxcavated by Omwoke. Its surfaco appearance was round
and its diamcters, north-south and cast-west, fifty-four and fifty-
two inchcs rcspectively. Top soil thickness avecraged scven inches,
Thc cross scction profile at the center of the pit revcaled the vorti-
cal sidc walls and flat bottom of tho original cxcavation, a sauccr-
shaped deposit of sholl rofusc whoso maxiieum thicknzss was about cight
inches, an underlying fill, sixtcon inchss thick, of brown colorecd,
staincd, sandy soil in which ocezsional isolated shclls occurcd, and
a deceper fill, cight inchas thick, of vary black, sandy soil in which
therc were also not:d a fow isolatad sholls.

Refuse consistod of badly broken and firc-pulverized oystcr, clam,
and mussel sh:lls, the lattoer in largc quantity, mixod with soilecd
carth and charcoal particles. Brokcn boncs of decr, small animals,
and birds wer> prosant, as werc both sca and land snails, At a decpth
of fiftceon inches in the eenter of the pit a s0lid bed of charcoal
was noted in thc brownish, sandy fill. Accurate measurcments of this
sub=fcaturc wecrc not takon,

For the most part, cultural ovidenco consisted of brokcn pot
sherds which appcarcd ncar the surfacc and in the upper threo inches
of thc sheoll deposit. Throe picces of a broken bonc aWl were also
found on the surface of the rofusc, Eight inches from thec south-.
castern porimster, at a depth of six inch:os, the bowl of a native clay
pipec, having a partial stom attached, was rccovercd. Ton inches from
the south-wostern perimctor and at a depth of five inches was located
a bonc awl, unbroken. At a depth of ninc inchcs, ncar the southsrn
wall of the pit, a complcte, undamaged becaning tool, made from tho
log bonc of = deer, was recovored from the brownish fill which undor-
lay the shell refusc. A small, triangular, black arrowpoint, having
one cdge scrrated, and a brown jaspcr spall showing cvidencc of pri-
mary chipping werc found at random depths. At a later time, as thec
bone fragments from the pPit werc biing w .shed and clecancd, thc broken
point scction of an awl manufacturcd Irom a large hollow bird bone
was found., Its position in tho pit is, of coursc, unknown. ilo objccts,
excopt the beaming tool, were discovar-d in cithcer the brownish color-
cd nor the lower black sandy laycrs,
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Pit #3 was invecstigated by Hill and Lobo. Its surfacc w:s ox-
actly round, both cardinal diameters boing thirty-six inchcs. Thc
cross-scction at the conter indicatcd a conical shapc and a slightly
rounded bottom. wnaximum depth was twenty inches.,

The rcfusc deposit complcotely f£illed the original cxcavation, thorc
being no fill benzath the shells nor any dividing thec rcfusc into lay-
crs. Refusc consisted of oyster and clam shells among which tho ro-
mains of badly pulvcrizod musscls weore scattcred. Two conch shclls
wcre noted.e Both charcoal particles and firc-cragkcd stoncs worc ob-
scrved throughout the deposit,. fragmentary entmal =nd bird boncs wore
proscnt,

Cultural cvidcence consistod cntircly of a fow broken pot sherds
dcposited at random deopths,

Pit #y, invostigated by Omwake, was somswhat romoved fror the othor
throc, which wore clustcred togother, and was the smallcst of all. Top
soil covoring it was about cight inch:s thick. Tho surfaco appcarance
was round, both cardinal diamctoers m:asuring twenty-four inchos, Tho
sidec walls werc almost vortical and th- bottom was flat,

Rofusc consisted of large oyster and large clam sholls, among which
wero scattored the pulverizod and burn:d fragmonts of many mussels.
Charcoal particlcs werc obsorvod. .o bone fragments were recovercd.

Pit #l was complotely steorilc of all manufacturcd cultural cvidence,

Artifacts All objects of cultural naturc, pottery cxeluded, wore
reccoverad from pit #2 oxccocpt for the on- broken triangular (3) arrow=-
point waich occurrcd on th: surfacc of thc dcposit in pit #1. Tho
complcts list includos:

1 small, black, triangular arrowpoint having onc cdge scrrated

1 brokcn, groy chert, triangular , arrowpoint

1 brown jaspcr, triangularly shapcd spall bcaring primary chipping
1 awl, longth 4-1/L", madc from split lcg bonc of dcocr, point
damagcd

1 awl, throc picccs, longth 2e5/32",madc from small, hollow bird
bonec, point damagced

1 awl. fragmont, good »oint, longth 1-17/32", madc from large,
hollow bird bonc m

1 complcte, undamaged beoaming tool, lcngth 8-12/32, madc from
lecg bonc of small deocr

1 small, crudecly madc, native clbow-typc pipc, bowl asymmctricalﬁ
having short scction of stom attached; surfacc finish "scratchod
or "brushed"

Examination of the surfacce arca of the site yiclded onc grecy chort
triangular point having promincnt tangs and onc badly weathered, stemmed
argillitc arrowhcad having onc pronouncod barb, thc opposite shoulder

boing roundcd,

Potter Tcn scparatc pottery vosscls wero indicatod_by rim sherds,
rmost becaring various coubinations of horizontal, vertical, chcvron, and
obliquc inciscd linss, Incising was donc, in all cascs cxXcept onc, by
a blunted instrumcnt whilc tho clay was in a soft, moist stages The
lines on two shecrds, non-m2tching but obviously coming from the same
vessol, appcar to hove boen inciscd with a more sharply pointed tool,
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‘Twisted-cord and cord-wrappcd stick imprcssions werc abscnt. Docora-
tion was applicd only around the rim of cach vesscl and in no casc

- cxtended down the side wall morc than 2-3/8" Ninc of the vesscls boro
somc combination of incised linc ornamcntation while the tcnth was
plain,

All body shords werc fabric improsscd, some indicating a groator
degrec of subscquent smoothing than others. All sherds werce shell
tempeored and ranged in texture from fine to medium coarsce. Colors
ran from light tan to rcddish brown to grcoyish black, The smallcst
vesscl was the most finely texturcd and contained the lcast quantity of
pulverized shell, Maximum thickness of the walls of this vesscl was
5/32". iaximum thicknoss of all body sherds was 12/32", tho average
being about 9/32". Tho singlc basal sherd rocovercd indicated a
slightly flattcncd bottom and sidec walls which joined it at a widc obe
tusc anglc of approximatecly 150°.

Rim sherds rcvocaled no ncck constriction or rim cversion. In only
onc casc was indicated oral diamcter less than the indicated maximum
body diamectcr. This vesscl had an cstimatcd oral diamter of 5-3/L"
and an cstimatcd maximum body diamter of 8-1/L", thc uppor walls slop-
ing toward thc center, Thc dccorations on the rim, consisting of nino
chevron lincs in horizontal scquonce beotween scrics of horizontal and
vertical lincs on cither side of the chevron zone, wero tho most clabor-
atc of all which werce noted, The typical so=-callcd Townscnd shape was
not prcscnt. liaximum cstimated oral diamcter was elcven inches., Line-
imum cstimated oral diamcter was 2-3/4", indicating thc proscncc of
miniaturc vesscls similar to thosc rccovored at the Townsend site and
at other sites in the Lewes arca.

Conclusions
o« The abscnce of the constricted ncck, slightly #%¥crtcd rim,
asgsociated with the so callecd typical Townscnd shape vesscls
is probobly not significant becausc of the rclatively small
sample of pottcry sherds yislded by tho four pits.

2« The fow cxamples of bone implements which occurrcd did not dif-
for in any rcspcets from thosc recovercd from shell rcfusc pits
at other sitcs in the vicinity. Tho prescnco of an undamaged
beaming tool can probably bo attributed to accidental loss in
the sandy fill which undcrlay the shell deposit in pit #2,.

3. The cxtrcme meagrencss of stonoc arrowpoints is consistent, as
is their general triangular shapc, with the obscrvations madc
at other shell rcfusc pit sites in the vicinity.

s The preoscnee of large amounts of charcoal particlcs, firc-
cracked stoncs, and firc-pulverizoed and burncd shclls probably
indicates that fircs wore built right on top of rcfusc in the
pits and us-d as an agent for oponing thc oystcrs, clams, and
musscls,

5. Thec threce pits clustored closcly togcther probably scrved a
single dweclling, as,possibly, did thc fourth, although it was
removed from the otheors by some little distancoe

6. Townsond II was probably only onc of a number of small out-
posts of thc far morc coxtonsiv: scttlcecments at the Russcli
Derrickson, and Millesr-Toms sitcs and there is no cvideonece to
suggcst that it was not occupicd contemporancously with them,
ocxccpt thce abscncc of the so-callod typical Townsond shape,
which cvidcence is not rcliablc bcecausc of the smallness of
the samplc,
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